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over the little catechism: And-at last, this sinccre,
upright girl, told themn both she would tike to join
them, aud actually accompanied them to receive my
instructions, aud showed every desire to beecome also a
fervent Cathelic.  The siucerity and uprightness which
were characteristic in all of them were the most pleasing
traits that they cvinced. 1 grew extremely interested
in this good family, wud spared no trouble to clear their
doubts away and make their entrance .into the Church
a momentous and beautiful event, In the meantime
Bessie Wafford, niany wiles away, was praying for her
fiance, and helping him te understand the doclrines
of the Blessed Church which had been her consolation
aud her support, She had heard from James of the
wonderful events that were happening at lLome, and
rejoiced with him in the joviul news.

Weeks passed by, and James avuncunced that le
was going to be baptised the following weck. 1is
mother told e : and T suggested she should wrile und
tell him if he would return te his home town I would
baptise him with i mother and two sisters, and two
little brothors, ail the family, except the father, whe
had held off, althouch tolérant of the rest.

Bessie advised James to Ao so, and on the day
appeinted he srvived howe, and T had {he nexpressible
happiness of haptising his wother, himself, Alice, Ger-
trude, and the twn little havs, Miss Waflord was
present, and shed teavs of jov.  Fix happy souls were
piven to God that dav. and clothed with innocence for
they had wnever been baptised before in any church.
They all made tieir first Holy Communian {except the
little bovsy the following first Friday at wov Mass, and
Miss Wafford kne!t bezide Jawmes Dalton at the Com-
munion rait,

The conversien of this Tamily made quite a sensa-
tion in the little town and stirred up much bigotry, but
serene and happy the new converts did not tronhle
themselves about what people said.

AL this vear Hevbert West had never written ta
Alice, In the distant ¢ty where e went to try and
forget ler. But the longing to cee her once more
overcatne his resolution, and be determined he would
spend the ' week’s end ™ at the 1town of X - - e
arrived Jate Saturday night, went 1o a hotel, and next
moruing went 5 Mass. He was petrified with astonish-
ment to see the girl he Taved, with her mother and
sister, assistine devoutly at the Ho'v sSaovifice. and
at the Communion time all three kneeling at the rail
and receiving the Bread of Angels.

He could scarcelv belicve his eves fle could not
but dash away the teavs of jov. ad the Sacved
Heart of Christ heard his praver! e had not tong to
awalt an answer.

He waited at the church Qoor, and the glad wels
coma Alice and her mother gave him told hin of the
miracle of prace that had heen wrougcht.

e went home with thewm for breaxfast, and 11 is
needless to sav, their friendship was reswmed. The
mother could not but admire the voungy man for his
respect ful deference to the Tamily wishes, which had now
hrought its reward —and Aliee tald himn of the wonder-
fnl miracle that had happened to lier brother James,
throuzh the influence of Miss Wafford, also a Catholie,
and how thev all reverenced and loved the Holy Churels
whose precepts and doetrines made such heroes and
hercines.

The end i3 soon tald. Before the year closed, T
married Alice Dalton and Herbect West, with 2 Nuptial
Tigh Mass, and in a certain town in Ohio, Bessie
Wafford and Janes Tialton were marvied a few weeks
later in the parish church of the happy bride.— The
Missionary.

These cold nights it is an excellent thing to have a
HMEATER
in the bedroom. By lighting one of our Kerogene Oil

Stoves for ten minutes the roem hecomes beautifully
warm.———SMITH & LAING, INVERCARGILL.

THE FIRST TO GO

Father Dolan was surprised, amused, and a little
curlous as well, when he received a profoundly mys-

" terious note frem Mr. Lee, begging Lhim: to come to see

him as soon as possible, but not on any account to allow
Mrs. Lee to suspect that his visit was other than a
chance one. Mr. Lee was not wont to be mysterious;
ueither was he inelined to hide anything, however tri-
fling, from his wife. What he wanted Father Dolan
could not imagine.

The Lees had lived in 8t. Josepl parish for many
years, long before Father Delan was sent tliere. People
of comfortable means, they were not fashionable, or
cultured, or worldly-wise. They were old now, and
frail and feeble; very geutle, vervy loving toward each
other, and not greatly converned zbout the rest of the
world.  Thetr interest in many things had died with
their culy son, cut off in the tlower of early manhood.

Tu his fivst spare hour Father Dolan avswered Mr.
Lee’s sumnions.  Unannounced he entered the library
on the heels of the little housemand whe had opene‘d
the doer for him. The old penple were sitting side by
stde, Mrs. Lee knitting and her husbhand reading Deavied
Cagigierficdd wlond-—for the thivd time, ax he explained
tater.  When Mrs. Lee lnoked up and knew who the
ealler was, Father Dolan was astonished {o see her
yuiet, patient face light up with intense jov.  She said
nothing bevoend a few conventional words of welcome,
but had lie been her own child, returned after a long
absence, she could not have secied move happy.

But Father Dolan forgot her when he turned to
speak to My, Lee. It was two months sinve he lhiad seen
im, except for an occasional distent glipse in the
choreh, and he was <tariled e the chance those few
weelis had made in lnm. Tle had grown thinner and
less florid, aned in some mndeserihabile wav bad aged
tervibive s seventy-six vears, onee enrried lialily,
now hore down upon hint with crasiinne Toree,

After the first preetines had heen exclunged, Mes.
Dee was alnmost silent waoile the two en tallked of one
cominonplaes and auother: the weather, the evops, and
some repairs being guade o the ohineel, ad bravely
voleed very definite predictions a~ 1o the result of a

comig city election. AL the thme, however, it was
but too evident that Mro Leo was ciiver 1o <ee Father
Dolan alove. mo nmuwmernus were the covert signs he

made, and ~» palpuble s vestlewsioss avd fack of in-
tevest in the topies under diseuss<icn, that the preiest
feitved Mrs Lee would suspect that something was afont
Between them. lle, too, was reoinming to wonder lhow
she was 1o e wol ot of the way aiter shie had vently
sl slie was not Ured swhen, with oo tactleszness horn
iy Hvspt’rntiun‘ My, llec Il.‘LlIl”_\' ~tiveestod that  she
onelit to reat. A nosnent fater, in ok innoveiee, Father
Dolan asked Mr, Lee o he bhed ever bought o ozt of
engravings, which he had fpoken o cetting Drom s cer-
tain Enclish firin: and, beamvay with satisfaction, the
old man roge instantiv, saving that he hod them i bis
room and would he delivhted 1o show them,

O the stairs he talked velubly and loudly about
theno: after the top was reached they were forcolten,
Tle Tedd the wayv to his roovm and secd the door, and,
when lhe spnke. aeain, 11 owas hardly above a whisper.

T glad vou cane. 10 was very hind. T knew
T could conut on you. We must nol let iy wite suspect
anvthing, but- I'm sick, Father.  The doctor savs 1
have orvanic heart trouble and may drop off at any
moment., He says that T must net go to chueh anw
more—-the exertion is oo great.  [d like 1o wake my
confession now, Father. if vow will hear me, and will
you bring me IToly Communion .L.mnotinlc,*s'? Yon mu]‘d
manage so that Mary would suspect :mthmg.. couldn’t
vou? I've tried to think of a plan and can’t. Ever
since 1 began to feel so badly, we've had a .\_fl‘p;l( deal
of abominable weather—1've made it iy excuse for not
going to chureli. Why, it iasn't been it even for her
to go, well as she ix !l

Dr.J.J. GRESHAM
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