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GARDENING NOTES

(ﬂy Mz. J. Jovoe, Landscape Gardener, Christechurch.)

Winter will soon be a thing of the past. Spring
will be here immediately, and therefore all work in the
garden should be pushed ahead as mueh as possible.
All the digging and manuring should be got ahead, also
the pruning and spraying of fruit trees. A general
tidying-up of the garden should be well in hand, so
that there may be no drawback to the sowing of seeds
and planting of flowers and vegetables on the advent
of spring. When the soll is in a suitable state, some
carly peas, broad beans, and lettuces may be sown, and
should be protected from the birds Ly wire netting, or
some other means. Early potatoes may be planted in

a warm situation, wheve the [rosts cannot get at them.-

When the stalks appear above ground. a licht covering
of dry litter should be put over the rows for protection
from the late spring frosts. Cabbages and cauliflowers
should be planted out in well manured ground.

ITOTBED,

Now is the proper time te commence the prepava-
tion for the making of a hotbed. Anyoue who has a
garden frame should net be without a hotbed in which
te grow his carly plants. To the amateur gardener
nothing could bs more interesting than the propagating
of plants iz a hotbed.  Seeds germivate freely and
grow quickly in it, and cuttings root without the least
trouble, whilst a targe guantity can he raised in a very
short time.  The only attention it vequives is to lift the
Hghts a little at the top each dayv, so as to regulate the
temperature. and an occasionad svrimging of the plants
when they are in need of water. A can of water should
Le kept in the frame, as by doing this the temperature
of the water will by fn keeping with the heat of the
frame. By prepaving the bed now, owill be rendy
by the begindng of Avgust, which witl he o very good
time to make a start witn the crowing of tender annuals
and other plants. A lothed foe a sewne of theee lights
requires  about four loads of fresh stable noone.
This manure must be thrown tnto o Lheap and spninkied
with water. This will cause it §o ferment ore guickly.
After three ov four davs the meunre should be shuken
out thoroughly. sprinkled aciin, made into a heap asx
before, and lert tnr about a week. 1 the weantime
the centre of the heap should be stivred up onee or
twice to let out the stean, a« it will be now getting very
hot, After a week it will have to be thoronughly shaken
out and well mixed. 1t mav be uow made inte o hed.
Choose a sunny position. whichk 12 well sheltered Trom
cold winds. Commence by driving four stakes into the
ground. The space marked ont siinuld be & foot or
eighteen inches wider aud longer than the frame. When
the bed is completed it ocught to be about four feet
high, but the weight of the frame will cause it {o sottle
down considerably. Tt should then be left for three or
four days, aud occasionally forked up a little in the
centre to let out the steam. A covering nof three or
four inches of soil should be pluced over the manure.
This will keen down the fierce leat. The seed boxes
can now be placed in the frame, and, if the lLeat is
fairly moderate, the seeds can be sown. They arve better
sown in pots or boxes, as they ure more easily handled
afterwards. Great care must be taken to give air every
day, and if the suu is strong, the glass should be shaded
with a bit of sexim., When givine air, the light must
be only lifted at the upper end. On no account should
a cold draught be permitted to reach the-young seced-
lings, as it would materially aflect their growth, or,
perhaps, kill them off. When the heat has fallen some-
what a few seeds of cucumbers may be sown in the
middle of the bed, so that when the seedlings are re-
moved, the cucumbers will occupy the frame, and give
a pood veturn for the labor spent upon them. WWhen
the seedlings have grown to a suitable size they should
be transplanted into other hoxes, where they will have
more room to grow. The boxes may be placed in the
frame for a weck or two, until the young plants have
recovered from the transplanting. After that they can
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be removed into a ccol frame or to a shady part of the
garden, when they will be free from cold, drying winds.
Care should be taken that they are ndt allowed to get
a chill after being taken out of the warm atmosphers
of the frame. The better plan is to keep them under
glass until they are compietely hardened off. After a
while the heat in the frame will diminish, but this ean
he renewed by placing a good quantity of stable manure
around it. This can bs done again and again as re-
quired. When the warm weather sets in, the heat of
the sun 1s sufficient to keep up the temperature of the
frame without any artificial aids.

Hokitika.

(From our own correspondent.)

July 13.
The death of Mrs. G. Ilerd ocewrred at her resi-
deuce, Kanieri, on Saturdav. HBesides a husband, a

family of eight arve left to mowmn their loss. The
sympathy of many friends will e extended to the
velatives in their bereavement. The remains were

brought to St. Mary’s Church by the members of the
Thibernian Society, the funeral taking place yesterday.
The deceased was a native of Houth Westland, and was
38 vears of ave.—R.L.P,

Av esteemed vesident of Hokitika. in the persen
nf Mr. Thomas  Tutehison, passed awav  at  the
Westland ospital on Friday evening. My, Jlutebison
had been suffering for a good many months past, and his
endd was not altogether unexpected. Deceased, who was
4 widower, leaves a family of three—two daughters
and & son——{he voungest being seventeen vears of age.
The late Mr. Hutehison was a native of Kanieri, and
12 vears of age.--R.1.P.

The bride was gawned 10 nattier bliue,

With shoes and togque of “tango” hwe

Tie bridegroom, 1n a suil of brown,

Tiooked quite the simartest “sport 7 town.
And white confetti filled the nir,

A tearful mater kissed the pair,

And sobbed, ' My love! be always sure

To take your Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure.’

What a lot of odd jobs in a house go without being
dene for the want of a few good cummon
TOOLS.
A man has some pleasuve in doing a job if he has a few
Why not come along to SMITH &
LAING'S, INVERCARGILL, and select one or two.

Tradesmen know wlere they can get the best at the
lowest price.

.
Sligo Bros.
(Members Dupedin Btock Exchange),
BTOCK & BIHARE BROKERS, MINING EXPERTS,
STOCK EXCHANGE BUILDINGS,
PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN.

Inveatment Htock a Speciality.

TerLxorama: "' BLIGO, DUNEDIN.”

Ward & Co.’s Unrivalled
Ales and Stout

BUPERIOR TO ENGLISH AND AT LEBS COST

"o W & "~ 'MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR, POWDERHAM ST., NEW PLYMOUTH,
w! P! snonT Every description of Monumeatal Work undertaken in latest and up-to-date styla
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