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A *Tablet'® Veteran

The following letter from au old subscriber whao
had got somewhat 1n arrears, and whose eircumstances
were not known to us at the oflice, speaks eloquently
for itself. ‘Orepuki, July 5, 1815, Dear Sir,-—1 am
sending you £2 for the flaflct, hoping vou will give
me a clean sheet, as I don’t know when | will be able
to give you any meore money. 1 am seuding you my
old-age pension, and doing withoeut myself, az I don't
like to stop getting the paper as I have got it for over
forty years. It is not worth while to stop now, and 1
want to heln, and L hope for better times.
yours sincerely, - Micuarrn Rermn.’

*

I remain,

This veteran subseriber has supported the Tuifet
t_hruu;;h all these unbroken vears not hecause of its
literary merits  although during the ten or eleven years
i owhieh Do Cleary graced the editorial chair the
paper veached an exceptionally high level in that direc-
tion—but out of wimple lovalty to the faith, of swhich
the  Tulbiir s the  acknowledged
exponent . and because he :

defender and
“wanted to help.’ What
a& fine example this huamble old-age pensioner sets
to those wentthy Catholica who, in some cases, are
too mean Lo take the paper at all, and i other cases are
willing to syuaiuble and bavele Tor weeks as to whetler
they will pav- under circumstances in which it is justly
due- the paliry joew shillings which represent the differ-
ence betwern cwr advance and our booked rate of
charges. What a contrast to the splendid type of Trish
proneers who, gencrous and open-handed, filled with the
:_»pirit- and traditions of the OWl Land, cver placed the
nterests of faith and fatheriand befare mers worldly
considerations, and whao. throush all thepr ups and
downs, were veady at all thaes to inake cheeriul sacrifice
for every voud cuttse. Vertlv, thev have their veward
—in the respeet and admiration  of  all wliose oo
opinion s worth anvtbing, and o the assurance of g
st1ll higher recompense tsoconte. Necdiess to osav, our
subseribeyr's vevpnest foroconsideration o the wmatter of
accounts was et in the cenerons spirit 11 owo well de-
served. We are prond ts nwnber amongst oour S1-
porters wien of the sterline <tuft of Michael Heid.

Sir Edward Carson’s Stay-at-Homes

Lovers of Gilhert and =ullivan will remember the
cutertaining seeuwe n C The Plrates of  Penzance in
wiiich the chorus or maidens warhle tnspiving and in
spiriting sentinients to the burly sevgeant of police and
his followers, in arder to =pur thetn on o de their duty
and engage the foe. [ we can trust ro memaory, the
maidens sing somewhat thosly )

CGu, ye herees! Gootooplory !
Theugh vou fall {u combat gory,
You shall ive 1 oseng and st
Go, to anmortalitye ‘

To which the venderous ~ergeant and his followers
keep responding Tustily
“Yeo, forward on the foe,
We co, owe ool

and st length the maldens veplv evnilcslls and  dis-
gustedly, " Yes, but vou don't gn” The situation lhas
its parallel 1 the present posttion of the much-buomed
and much-belauded force of stalwurts organised some
three vears aco by Sir Hdward Carsen to fight te the
lust, diteh against e establishmient of Home Rule.
Afier the vutbreak of the war, this body was understood
to volunteer for sevviee ot the front. and Sir Edward
Carson received much kudos and limelight for his
patriotic and fine-spirited offer.  The Ulster Division
had at thal time already had two years’ training as
volunteers; and its members were, according to Orange
oratory, guite & match for the pick of his Majesty’s
forces. Nevertheless, thev were not sent to the front.

They have now had seven or eight months’ training in
England, but still not one of them has seen the firing
line. They are back iun Ulster again, and on
Saturday, May 8, were to hold a varade in Helfast.
‘May B," says an extract from a letter of Sir James
1I. Stronge, lmperial Grand Master of the Orangemen,
"will be memorable for the parade in Delfast of the
fine force which Ulster Uniomists have contributed to
the defence of the Emupive, and 1 amn sure that we shall
have reason to be proud of the men themselves and of
the cfficiency which they- have acqnired.” At present
this fine force, of which the Orange Grand Master is
so proud, is ‘defending the Ewmpire’ in comfortable
quarters at Ballykinlav, Finner, and other places in

Ireland.
*

lu  the meantime, the Irishmen from  the
South and West whe quietly joined the colors at the
end of last year and in large numbers since, are facing
bullet and gas and shravnel on the flelds of Flanders
and France.  Why are the men ot the Ulster Division
not by thetr side ! The only excuse that s given is a
very lame and halting one. * We are t0ld,” (8ir James
further states) ‘that every umt which bas been sent
out has been kept 11]_3 to its Tull strength by drafts from
reserve battalions, and we are also told that our Divi-
sion will not Teave home until provision has been made
for its mainienance by the formation of reserves 000
or 6000 strong.” At a public meeting held in the City
Itall, Belfast, on Avpril 20, Major-General €. H.
Powell gave the same explanation of the puzale. Tho
Ulster Division, le said, cannet be allowed to go out
“without some formation of reserves belund them to
i1l np ¢aps.” The Major-Geueral said he was there to
ask for between six thousand and seven thousand men.
He confessed that he had been heping to secure the men
after the last visit of =ir Edward Carson. * Here they
were, however, at thie heginning of Mav, nod they had
anly cot ihree hundred anrd seventy in one reserve
battation and in the other battalions hardly oue”  Tf
thut 1= the state of affaivs, and if this Division 1= not
fo move antil the reserves Lave been marde un exclu-
avely fvom Ulster Volunteers, il s clear that the Car-
souite bricade will he kept marking time at Bally-
kinlar notil the end, and antl the greatest war 1n
history hLas been Joucht and wen without their ad.
.\'npp(;r«ing that esven 20,000 of {hem have jolued the
colors, why lave matters been srranged so that all this
uumber have heen alletted to figst units and not part
of them to first units and nart of thew to reserves,
thus completing an effictent foree avaidable for field
serviee ! Tt is nel fair, ol course, to blame the men of
the Division: thev have ao <av in the matier.  They
cannol oo wnless thev arve ordered @ and 1F the order is
given, thev must goo 11 3x Bpossible fo eseape from
1he conclusion that they arve heing kept at home for
purely political veasons: and that the War Oflice, in
eollusion with Sir Edward Carson, s thie party respon-
sible.  Avart from the wretehed pavty =pirit shown by
the authorities and apart from the uely ook of the
wliole business, the action  or naction—aof the War
Office ot this juncture = 8 piece of deplorably had
paliey. There has now arisen a uniyue (]p;mrt.u‘nii_v
for healing the dissensions that have so long divided
Irishmen and for bringing about a veal and genuine
anion of hearts.  ©§ would appear,” said Mr. Jehu
Redmond, in the noble declavation ued by him in
Heptember last, " to our cawntrymen of a differont (7_11'(.'(1.
and of opposite political opinions to acvept the f:‘lem_i—
ship we have so comsistently offered them, 1o allow this
creal war, as to which their ominions and ours are the
:am(m and owr sclion will also he the same. to swallow
up all the small issues in the domestic guvel'm}mni. of
Treland whichh now divide us: that, as our soldiers arc
coing te fight, to shed their blood, and to die at each
other’s side, 1u the same army, avainst the same enemv,
and for the sarie hich purbose, their union in the field
may lead to a union in-thenr home, and that their blood
may be the seal that will bring all Treland together m
one nation, and in liberties equally commou to all’
That is the ntterance of a statesman: and if the War




