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Ar; Offer From Spain

Last week’s cables, per [Fimes and Sydney Sun

services, contdined the following: ' A Rome message says
itws reported that an invitation from Spanish bishops
to transfer the Holy See to Spain is being excitedly dis-
cussed.” Careful readers were aware that the statement
as to the excitement attaching te the discussion might
very safely be -disconuted, but there was nothing in-
trinsically improbable iu the substance of the message.
The followlug pavagraph from late Awmerican papers
seems to throw some light on the facts, and serves to
make clear the Pope’s intentions: ' A despatch to the
Morning Post from Madrid says: ' Senor Date, the
Premier, has stated that in view of the new situation
created for the Pope by hestilities between Ttaly and
Austria he had offeved the Pontiff the hospitality of
Spain, placing at his dispesal the Palace of the Escurial
as accommodation for hits lloliness, the Cardinals, and
the necessary Vatican officials.  The Pope in reply ex-
pressed lis deep sense of the kindness of the Premier’s
suggestion, but dechined the offer, stating that he Lad
no intention of leaving Rowe at present’

Fxaggerated War Babies

Some time ago statemeuts appeared 1 many BEng-
lish papers to the effect that in evne distriet alone, the
geene of a large military camp, o less than 20,000
llegitimate births were expected.  Similar unpleazant
reperts were eirenlated rewarding other camp Jocalities
i England. Further inguiry goes to show that the
facts, ke #ie premature annouvucement of Mark
Twam’s death, have been mveh exavocerated. The
Charity Organtzation Moeiety repert that inguiries in
forty-five centres are unaminious tn deseribinge the likehi-
hood of a very Juch dlegitimate birth-rate i places
where troops have been stationed as a o great exageera-
tion." Thus in one lecality where it was satd 1000 Dbirth,
were expected, fuguiry breweht fo Ticht one case only.
The society sayv they wi-Ii to point out that the in-
quiries =hiow that © the sobdier s vespending to the high
tdeal formed of Ling, and that those who lave spread
what turn cut o he crotosguely
to the detrnnent o
him nor s country”

exaceeraled vromors

his character Lave neither -erved

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

ths Lm'dah:l) HE.\lml) Verdon leaves o Wellineton
to-day (Thursdav) by the Mokon,

The Rev. Dr. l_{_(‘ﬂ)‘_ of ()[)ll]l;\'m‘. 1).litl A brief visl
to Dunedin last wecek, and lett Tor the nerth o Mon-
day.

A euchire party and social evening will be held ia
SBt. Mary's MHatl, Morningten, on Fridav eveniny, the
object heing tu ralse dunds to pay off fhe debt ou the
church creund. The connpittee expect o large atiend:
ance. ~

On Sunday there was Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament at =t. Joseph's Cathedral from the last Mass
until after Vespers. To the evening there was the
wsual procession, followed by Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament.

The writer of Associalion l'u‘sxllml} notes m the
(Hagu Daildy Trnes gives the Tollowing lst of members
nf the Christian Brothers Football Club. Dunedin, wha
ltave joined the Expeditionary Forces:—T. ~J. 1.
Laffey (killed), M. O’Brien (mussing), T). Rendall
(wounded}, M. Piper (wounded), T. Dwyer (wounded},
. O'Connor (wounded), J. Marlow (wounded), J.
Cassidy, ¥. Salmon, 11. J. Salmon, P. Spters, J.
O'Connor, M. O'Connor, 'T. TFitzpatrick, G. McCor-
mick, G. Lovell, R. Leouard, W. Bevis, E. Bpain, .J.
Daly, F. Cameron, J. Temple, 1. Wilson, J. Brady,
J. Joyee —total, 25.

St. Joseph's IMarriers assisted with considerable
suceess in the street collection on Saturday afternooun.
They took part in the procession, and from aAlnrr_y
{genereusly lent by Mr. C. Speight} gave a series of
street-corner concerts, which were much appreciated.

Besides a.number of clioruses by the harriers, items were

given by the following:-—Miss E. Murphy excellently

rendered the * Marseillaise ” in French, Mr. Devlin gave
a bagpipes selection, the Wiison trio..of children gave
an exhibition of ‘1lighland dancing, ‘and Misses Cough-
lanu and Rodgers sang a duet, ' Only a penny.” Other
menibers of the company sontributea soles, which were
reeeived with applause. The plano was kindly lent by
Messrs. Beygg and Co. During the afterncen the sale
by auction of a white rabbit brought a considerable
s, Next Saturday -the cdub will take part in the
sports meeting, which is being held 1 support of the
Hporty Queen.
CATIIOLIC SEWING GUILD.

The Catholic Sewing Guild fuor Belgian relief met
as usual on Wednesday, when the following donations
were received : —Miss Cotter, 10s: Mrs. Te Brun, 5s,,
Mrs. Just, 5s: goods from Mrs. Meenan, Miss Conuor,
Mrs. Ilogy, and Mrs. Hannigan (Nuggets).

CATHOLIC FEDERATION

SACRED UEART PARISIH, WELLINGTON,

The parishioners of tiie Thorndon parizh assembled
in large numbers at the Basilica of the Sacved EHeart
ou sunday for the purpose of electing their represcenta-
tives on the local committee of the New Zewland Cath-
elic: Federation.  Stirving addresses were delivered by
—among others—his Grace Arvchbishop Redwood, who
expressed lils sincere gratification at the work that had
Lren done by the committee and the Federation during
his absence from the Dowinton : by the Very Rev. Dean
Blernault, =M., Adw., chairman of the committee,
and several lay members of the organization, ncluding
Mr. (i, Girling-Buteher, drganising sceretqry of  the
Federation, and Messrs. R Po Flangahan and Walsh,
all of whem stressed the need for the organisation of
the nmembers of the Church in defence of their huterests.
More than usual interest was takeu in the clection of
the eommitter, which resulted 1o Messrs, M. Walsh,
R. Sievers, J. B Fitzeerald, J. MeGowan, and Me-
Koeowen beinge retwrned.

ST JOSEPINDs PARTSN, WELLINGTON.
St Jeseph's parish committee met al the presby-
Patterson street, on Wednesday, June 23, the
Father Barra being in the chatr.  Messrs, AL
and Parsonare were elected delegates to the
anunual meeting of 1he Wellhngton Diocesan Council.
The remits for the anunual meeting were discussed at
length, and the delegates instructed accordingly. The
<|nf;.~:t{on of entertainine visiting delegates while in the
ity was discussed, and it was decided to sugeest to the
dideesan exceutive to call a mecting of the delegales
from the city parishes to cousider the matter.

The annual meeting of parishioners of 5t Joseph's
parish will be bheld after devolions on Sunday, July
11, when it s hoped there will e a big atteadance.

tery,
Rewv,

Cassie

CHRISTCHURCIL NORTII.

The following s the report of . Mary's parish
commitiee for the six mounths ended June 30:—During
the. past six months the committee have given very
strict. attention to the curolment of members, and as
a resnlt have to report a total membership Lo date of
544. This snecess 15 in no small measure due to the
visit of Mr. Girling-Butcher. Much greater imterest
is heing taken in Federation matters by the general
body of Cathiolics since he delivered hig instructive ad-
dress at S8t. Mary's. This branch was represented by
Miss Geaney at the balf-yearly meeting of the Diocesan
Council at Timaru on January 18, who brought the
matter of the Catholic Girls’ Club under the notice of
the meeting, and received hearty support from the
council. It is to Le regretted that the club is not at
present working under the auspices of the Federation.
Arrangements hate bebn made for a supply of Catholic
Truth Society’s pamphlets whichi will be distributed at




