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* STAND FAST IN THE FAITH'
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(A Weekly Instruction specially written for the
N.Z. TaprLer by GHIMEL.)

THE CHURCH’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE
SACRED SCRIPTURES,

It is often tanght and moré often Instnuated by
Protestant, lecturers that tho Church has ne love for
the Sacred scriptures (she really fears the light), that
the Popes have never done much Lo cncourage the study
of the Bible, and thal the Popes in particular who
lived just before the Reformation came to dispel the
darkness (same old darkness)y of the Middle Ayges were
the vigilant enemies of God’s Word.  Serious charges,
these; but lightly made and made tou ofien with a
total disregard of the solemn command found in the
firsl pages of the Sacred Hookitsellr: "Thou shalt not boar
false wituess.”  Let us take up the iwice-tokd fale and
get at some of the facels

(1) The art of printivg was invented by Catholic,
John Von Gutenburg, whout the vear LI,

() The first bosk printed was printed Jargely with
{he help of the Avchliishaop of Muinz,

(3} " The first book sent out by thie press was the
Latin Bibie. Nu houk was nore frequentiy printed
(s0 writes Schafis awreat Protestant anthorityvy Latin
was aturaliv that fancunee was then
the ordinary nénns of instruetion and connnunieation.
it U(_‘l_‘llIi‘lt‘(i‘l}n? same place tnoreligious Iite that French
now oceapies in the cii{lium;xt{;' workl, awd that German
nntil recent events was faet aeguirine o the seientifie
world.
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Let e uole alsa the Anglican Dean Mantdand,
who deads with il hoary oid <tory that Lutler ap to
his twentietll venr did vof know of the very exastener
of the Tible, aund that it way by chanee he (list‘nvor(‘(l
one {chained up, of course) 1508 To say notlong
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of parts of the Bible. or aof books \\'].I'O“Ftt' pl.:u‘(‘ if"llll(":l';
tain, we know of ai least twenty different o:hlumr:’ of
the whole Tatin Bilde printed in Germany nnly, before
Tuther was born.  These had ssted J:mm Augsburg,
Strassburg, Cologue, Uhin, Mamz (bwoj, Baslf& {four),
Nuremburg (ten), and were dispersed ﬂn_‘nu@;h CGermany,
T repeat, hefore Tauther was horn: ;.md 1 mav add H]fli
before that eveni thers was a prinfing-press at wark in

this very town of Frfurt, where, wmore than {weuty years

after, he is said to have made his ‘* discovery.” And
yet . . . we find a young nfan, who had received
“‘a very liberal education,” who “*had made great pro-
ficiency in his studies at Magdeburg, Eisenach, and
Erfurt, and who, mnevertheless, did not know what a
Bible was, simply because ‘‘the Bible was unknown in
those days.”” ” (Dark Ages, p. 506.)

Another writer, Coppinger, inferms us {giving dates
and places) that before Luther was born ({1483) fifty-
eight editions of the Latin Bible alone had been printed,
that before his famoeus discovery of the Bible one hun-
dred and twenty-nine editions had been issued, and of
these, thirty-eight editions Dbelonged  to Germany.
Again we nofe that these were editions, not copies.
Copies of the Bible must have been as numerous then,
in praportion to the pepulation, as German soldiers are
to-day.  Why, the British Museum alone now possesses
fwentv-seven Catholic editions of the Bible, published
hefore Luther's translation (1522, 1534).

IRISH SYMPATHY FOR FRANCE

>

TOUCHING REPLY BY CARDINAL AMETTE.

During the visit of the Erishh deputation to Paris,
an address, on behalf of the A O li., was presented
to s Emincuce Cardinal Awette, by My, Joseph
Devhin, M1, The address, after referving to the ties
ol aficetion whicl had always existed between Iveland
and France, went on to say:- -

CAfter centuries of misnnderstanding and of con-
et military and diplomatic--between you and the
Britishe Fompive, you and that Empive are now united

meoa wreat altianee for Justiee  and for Lib-
Crey [u the same Wiy the coneession
whoelh has bheen made o us by the  bmperial

Parliament of the right of .‘sdl‘ff,‘;()\'el-nm(‘nt has recon-
ciled the masses of onr people 1o the masses of the
people  of  the  Empire, The  Iintente Cordiale
petween Mrance and Great Britain sees also at 1he same
hour the Futente Cordiale beiween Ireland aud the
Briish Einpirve I then, we no lonper look to France
foour Iiberty . we do not forget for that reagon the
winnereble preofs of assistance and svmpathy which
e wave wsoan the past.

“ By omstinet and withonf hesitation we have felt
that this war was 1impesed on Franee, perbaps the most
pacitie nation of the world, in the same spirit of cruel
aovression and arrogance which mspired the annexation
ul Alsaee and Lorraine. We nnderstood as promptly
ax any Frenchman that the success of this new invasion
would  be the annihilation of the independence and
crestiess of Franee as well as of the integrily of her
wotl 7 and as Nationalists we could not hesitate for a
moment o give to France our mosi loval help in safe-
cuirdine her nationality.’

His Eminence replied as follows:. 1

AL pro-
foundly touched by your actiou, and by the noble senti-
ments vou have expressed. T ihauk vou from the

hotlom of my heart. 1 venture to say this on behalf.
of all France, and especially on behalf ef the Church
in Franee, which T have {he hioner of representing in
Lhis capital. Treland and Franee are nniled by sym-
pathies which have existed for ceniuries which are in-
deed as ancient as their history.  The reasons of this
sympathy are easy to understand.  First of all, there
s a certain resemblance in characler, i {he ehivalrous
spieit, genevesity, and hravery, which distinguish botl
countries.  There is alse, and above all, the identity of
their relicion. There 1s one fhine which unites souls
and nations more than a community of race or blood,
mere than a community of interesls, and that is the
community of beliefs which exists belween vou and us.
You are Catholic Treland and we ave Catholie France—
The Kldest Daughter of the Church.
W like Lo reeall that the Apostle who evangelised your
conalry—5St. Patvick —was born in our old Armorica,
and that he was the disciple of lwo great French
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