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THHE QUEEN OF THE BELGIANS.

The Amsterdam correspondent of the Ceatholic
Times, writing on May 1, says:—The Queen of the Bel-
glans zealously continues her work of succouring the
sick, the wounded, and those who are in need. The
other day she visited Ypres, which is almost in ruins.
It was a dreary, rainy, miserable day, in keeping with
the desalate countryside the royal lady passed through.
Accompanied only by a physiciau and an aide-de-camp,
the Queen visited the hospitals and the orphanages,
consoled the poor and bereft along the route, and once
more proved hersell worthy of the title of * Angel of
Charity * which the people have bestowed upon her.
Queen Elizabeth usually carries a small camera to enable
her to secure memorials of the devastations that have
taken place.  Whevever she goes she carries consolation
and encouragement. She 1s often seen in hospitals
and ambulance-trains. Some while ago, on leaving
a hospital, she was cheered with great enthusiasm by a
Belgian regiment.  This ocourred just after the follow-
ing epsode. She was stancding at the bed-side of a

pocr ambulance man who had been wounded on the
head whilst picking nup a wounded man. The man
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being nearly unconscicus, one of the dortors whispered
wto his ear: " The Queen is standing at your side.” The
patient slightly twrned his head, joviully suiled. and i
i vaiee “What an
Majesty, for a poor little ambulance man.’
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THE DEVOTION OF THE FRENCII CLERGY.

The Abbe Thebault, a French voluutary chaplain,
lras vecetved the Cross of the Legion of IHener.  1le is
twentv-nine vears old. Oue could see him on all the
hattlefields in Belgiwn, on the Alsne, amongst the hills
of Argonue, on hix bieyele, heedless of shot and shell,
bringing to the dying the consolations of religion.

The Ablbe Vichy, curate at St. Panl de Montlucon,
covporal stretecher-heaver in ihe 93th Regiment, men-
tioned twice 1o despateles, has just received the Order
of St George of Russia. Ome day the Abbe Vichy
saved fifteen wounded men.  Carrving them, one after
the hiz hack from an ambulanee which liad
been set on fire by the Germans, he put them into
place of safery 1o o ehorely distant two hundred metres.

Most interesting s the account given by a seminarist
of the diccese of Albi, Hensl Gulan, now serving as an
infantry sergeant, who received on the 23th March his
military medal.

“In ospite of the bad weather,” e writes, " Thurs-
day was a grand day for me.  In fact, I was at Chalons,
te receive the military medal at the Lhands of General
Joffre. Tt was in front of fifteen thousand men, fifteen
generals, wud forcign military attaches, that the cere-
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mony took place. Fifty of us received decorations and
medals. The'Commander-in-Chief had a kind word for
each one of us. “'You are very young to have the
military inedal, sergeant,”” he said to me. “I am
twenty-three years old, sir.’ ‘‘Twenty-three! Do you
know that L had to wait sixty-three years before 1 got
mine?  Are you satisfied ¥’ I am very proud, sir.”
“Soam I,” he replied, and after this dialogue there was
& hearty embrace.’ -

EXAMPLES OF HEROISM,

L had occasion last week (writes the Paris corre-
spondent of the Catholic Iimes) to mention the glorious
death of a Jesuit soldier, Father Deslandes. Another
desuit, Father d’Esmard de Jabrun, sergeant in an
infantry regiment, has just received the military medal.
The official report says: ° Grievously wounded on Mareh
15, when leading his men forward, % never ceased tg
encourage them, and he continued to cry out: '‘ For-
ward!  We have reached our object. = Forward 1’’’
Another priest, the Abbe Clermont, was publicly
honored by his chiefs for his devolion to his captain.
When the latter fell mortally wounded, the priest went
to lis assistanee, and was in the act of binding his
wotnds when a shell broke his own shoulder, * My poor
triend,” said the captain, * you too are hurt; let us unite
our sufferings to those of our Lord and offer them for the
explation ef our sins.’ Then, after a last prayer far
his young wife and little child, the ofticer breathed his
last.  The Abbe way rescued in time, and lives to tell
of his chief’s heroic sacrifice.  No less striking is the
courage of a soldier-priest from the diocese of Albi, the
Abbe Tabarly, aged twenty-uine, whe, before the war,
wias  professor In an ecclesiastical college. He was
leading his nien forward when Le was struck ; his com-
rades saw his gun fall from his hauds; then he made a
solemn sign of the Cross over himself and sank to the
ground, He was found lving oun his hack, his arms
crossed on his breast, yuile dead, but with a smile upon
his lips. “lle was,” said one who knew him well,
“idolised by his fellow-soldiers for his courage, his
devotedness, and his kindness.” The fact is brought
hone to us daily that our seminavies, with their austere
self-repression ; our volleges, with their studious atmos-
phere, have, strange ws it may seew, proved excellent
preparatory sehools fur our soldier priests.

A NUN'S WAR EXPERIENCE.

The Rev, Mother-General of the Order of Christian
Doctrine has received the following letter, written on
Faster Sunday, from one of her nuus, who is stationed
close to the front.

el Warm Shirts and Warm Pyjamas e

Toth are neces=ary now,

tnheaten.
Aaplendid dtie of ENGLISIT CEYLON
FLANNEL SHIRTS:

suitabiv for Winter weay
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MENTS O WINTER SHIRTS, in leavy
welphis,  sotiable oftice  ase:
neat designs on cither white or coi-
gured prodmis: all sives 4/6 5/3 6/6
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Winter  weight;
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If you cannot shop in person, send your order by post.

when ordering shirts.

1/- in the £
Discount for Cash

Beath & Co. Litd.

Christchurch

The Bhirt= nt Peath s are more thao warm—they are as smart
il edressy as the mest particular puin count wisi
e wha shap, and wornen who do men "s shopping,
The Pviamuas, ton, arve the litest toodesigns

The muteriuls are excellent. Awd, as
kuow, Beath's values in Shirts are quite
amd warmth-producing.,

very lutest in WOOI, SHIRTR; ex.
vlusive designs: wlse in selt coloursy
fittedd with the patent detachable
batton aml sleeve Jinks, These
shirts are very warm indeed, and
are made of splendnd wearing ma-
terial, You cuannot possihly go
wrong in busing them, Tenth’s
prices are lower than yould proh-
abhly pay elsewhere.  Worth every
penny ot 11/6 & 13/6
Mention size of vellar you wear
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Shop by Post;
Satisfaction Assured




