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"CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS. ’

The Louden correspondent of the Dublin fadependent
says that about 145 Catholjc chaplains have so far been
appointed to the British Avmy and Navy, this figure
representing priests who are devoting their whole time
to the service.  In addition there are close on twenty
other priests giving parl thme service, and bevond that
there it a large number of official chaplains attending
te fixed military camps and depots in various parts of
the country.  About 3 per cent. of the whole Catholie
clergy of Great Britain are thus engaged in attending
to the spiritual necessitics of Catlolics defending the
Empire.  (ardinal Bourne, it is said, needs still more,
and is appealing to the bishops of the country to send in
the names of suitable priests who can be spared. 1t is
necessary that all candidates should be recommended by
their own Lishops.

BELGIAN SOLDIER PRIESTS ORDAINED.

The Right Rev. Mgr. Dewachter, Auxiliary Bishep
of Malines, has been on a nission to the hrave Belgian
troops in Flauders, and has now returued to Bishop's
House, Southwark, wlhere he jus been staving since
soon atfter the outbreuk of war.  is Lordship granted
an iterview {o a representative of the (T wivirse, o
whom he gave many 1nteresting particulars regarding
his brief, but fmporlant, mission to the Belgian Arny.
It may be mevtioned that hetore teaving for the font
RBishop Dewachter completed arrangenieuts for holdinyg
an ordination at Furves, and he also gave Holy Orders
to many of the scattered seminavisis of the various
dioceses of Belginm who have been former students
vither in France op England.

“itohas afforded 1w great eowsolation to pav a visit
to the Catholic soldiers fichting in the trenches,” ve-
marked Lis Lordship (o our representative. T went
amongst them gn the hospitals and various tnstitutions,
whiclh T am Lappy to place an record nre doing an
lmmeise amaoney of covd an the direction of speuring
for thew compiete restoration 1o health, The devoted
Engelish and Freneh nuvses ave giving themselves un-
tiringly and generously to tie nursing of the brave
wonnded Alhed troops”

“Yonr visit owys chieflv concerued with the Beluiun
soldiers,” venundkoed the representative.

"Yes” weplied his Lovdship, 1 went along the
firing-line and into every institution where o word of
hope and enconragenient would e accepted by the nuble
Many of thein were sorely wounded,
but thev bore tieir mpnrvies with wonderful cowrage. |
was consoled by the remarkable spirtt of devetion dis-
plaved by the Catholie e Amanygst ofher phives [
visited was La Dunne: it was my happiness to confer
the  Order  of  Priestliond apon twentyv-five Releing
students

“Did vou vt lis Majesty the King of RBelejum ¢
inemired sur represental ive,

“That was ane of the privileges of my briel visit,
eathusiastically vemarked i Lovdship. 1 had the
pleasure of Iaving hefore Lim a full stateient regarding
the position or 1l refurees in every part of England,
Lowas able (o supply T with 4his becnuse 1 receive
detaded statenents dailv fron evers town and wvillave
Iy which the Belgiuns are now sottled in this hospitahle
land.  MHis Majesty was mpressed by the statement T
laid before hiw, aud gave expression 1o the satisfaction
which he felt with the steps thai are taken to preserve
the faith of Lis exiled people.  He [ollowed with interest
eacl: detail as T Jaid it before bing, and he expressed his
happiness wheu Le leavned that they were heing well
caved for.'

Bishop Dewachter mentioned an incident o illns.
frate the brutality of the German soldiers 1 visited
a Clatholic fustitution,” Le said, * which was in charge of
a commuuily of devoted nuns whe were engaged in
nursing old and infirm people. A few hours later the
guns of the enemy were turned on the institution, and,
as a result of the bombardinent, four nuns, eleven sick
and infirm old men and women were killed, and twenty-
two were wounded. Tt is all a terrible business,’ com-
mented his Lordship.

‘ Naturally your visit to the trenches afforded con-
siderable gratification 1o the Belgian soldiers ¥’

" Yes, indecd,’ replied his Lordship. ‘To each man
in the trenches I presented a medal of our Lady, which
they received with mueh eagerness.  Their first gues-
tions related to their wives or mothers or sisters now
living in this country, and 1 am now their ambassador
irdistributing their messages of tender solicitude.’

Asked as to his opinion generally regarding the
morale of the Belgian soldiers now engaged in this hitter
struggic, his Tardship with considerable vigor ex-
clainied : ‘ They are ready to fight to the end, and they
will never rest until they sweep away the enemy.’

Toe Late Prrvars Dexxisg O’'DoxxeLL,
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GENERAL ABSOLUTION AT THE FRONT,
“Loam very busy with v big parish,”

says i Jesuit
n :
Ft] “Iowlin 3OROTUVIN Al odan

Avmy chaplain at the

front.

Lanm at present lodged next g big church- lurger
than Farng street iy fhe cire's hotse,” e writes to @
riend iy Lendon. -

“Tohave two ambuinnces e, lospiitals, ])eioug-

e te my division quite cloxe at hand,

C My oregument, o Bricade, are in tlis town, and
the two ather Iigades ave aboat four miles
Though iny vegiment have beon i and out of the
frenches several tines, we've not el had a single
csualty and the haspitals mostly contain sick cases.

U feel ws if 1 have heen ont

AWaRY.

heve for months, and
Frve forgotten most of the evenls of last week alveady !

The Soldiers” Mass ar 1130 ou SNanday bmugjlt
e a congregation of abowt 3070-350 i prepared these
men for a General Abzolution, and at the faniine won
s slignos all received Hatv Communion — though they
had breakfasted -us Viaticum . for they would be in
danger in the trenches {hat night. Iu the afterncon 1
eveled off four or five miles, wud after Berediction ollier
soldiers were wiven the same privilere,  Some I missed,
sa | returned on Moundav alternoon for the stragelers.
On Monday mornine 1 «<fid a big round on myv cycle to
find out the reciments of (he division seattered i other
parts, vefurning fur dineer with the core at midday,
After dinner, off avain, and 1 muanaved 1o get 50 for
Absolution and aly Communion hefore 4 v'elock. T
had ta do wmy jowrney all over agaiu after tea, as I had
an appointment with a doctor, whoin 1 received into the
Churely before night. Once again the bicycle is a
treasure! T shiould have needed three or four horses
to get over the ground T covered during the day.’




