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drifted across the open stretch, and, carried by the
current, brought up against the downriver side.  The
ice crumbled like thin pglass under the pressure of his
body, and at the same moment tihe bear turned and
camewdirectly toward him. '

Peter thought that the creature meant to attack
him. Ile struggled against the suck of the river, but
it held him as if his legs were in the jaws of a trap.
He cried out again despairiugly.  The bear threw up
its head and whined as 1if in sympathy, but came
steadily on. Somehow Peter got out of its way, and
the animal thrust its chest against the thin ice and
opened a little lane in 1t '

The deadly cold had struck so deep into Peler that
he no longer felt acute paiu. ITis Innbs werve so rioid
that he could hardly move (hew, [t seemed to his
ebbing seuses that he was emwneshed in rippling grasses
that wound themselves round him with au inexorable
downward pull.  He thonght they swaved foward bis
face with a thousand blurring tips, through which he
could vaguely sec the black shoulders of (hs bear rising
and falling. A great distance seemed {o separate him
from the auimal; then he realised that the bear was
slawly breaking a way toward the shere.

Silently and despevately Peter fonght his way down
the ragged lauce lett by the aninal unul he reached
the bear, and-wound lus fingers 10 its rougly, wet coat.
The bear growled, but IPeter wis afrand ol notlnye
except the tervible cotd water, ! K
¢ling to the bear. The we i the centre of the river
was much thawed, was, in fact, a neve skine aod apen
leads lay ahead. There was a cliotce that this by,
lumbering creature of the wilds would find 2 way out.

Through stretelies of  egeshell e and strotehes
where there wis o Lee ntoadd, the bear towed Peter,
The low tune uf fallive water was in thie ar. A Black
bulk loemed on the rixhit: the fiv=t of the twoe milis
above the village. The Tow fuane cawe Trom the hun-
dred little streams falling over the dam

Tleve there was a sreat noal of deep, onen water,
The bear swam =wiitly across 11, straizht o the dygn,
which it nosed a mwmnent with load winlis, Then 1t
threw one great ifnrepaw acioss the Lo, ang wath oa
powerful heave wrenelied itsell fram 3!
river and lmy pantivce o i !

ooy chanee was to
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annwor, gneross whiieh
a few giinting jets purled.

It was nob so casy Ty Peter, Fle wis spent andd
numb, and the fece of the dam wis thick with slines
bub fortunateiy there were waps between vie Leos, avd
the thrust of the corvent avded hing, AL Gasr bl o,
lay across the top. exliatisted, Dt st He and iue
Ao owhich there

hear revarded cach othwr with o

cseemed to he a2 svinpaihei oneersb RSRRINE Tle T
bheast was the S o recaver, 14 < RIS AT
s thick cont =taod erect, Torked Tguicinivess ol Deter,

and sucked the aoud o ane Toisioe thorenzle des TS AREES
Suddenly it seemed 1o realize 1l TUowas e oanan
being, For it Tmnnbered away atorno abe o,

Peter rose stilflv, ael watehoed the b
and disappear in the shadows of the IEQITEE
suppose 111 ever soe jrins again” he thoaebt,
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never vo hunting fov him withe aovitle, il

SYMPATIHY.

If there is cne person who deserves sympathy it
is surely he who suffers from chronie colds. A sudden
change in the weather or going cut inte the night alr
from a heated room, is quite enouvh {o bring on the
troukie. Usuully the tendeney to eateh cold is dus
to 2 generally run-down condition, and the treatment
should take the form of a tonie ke BANTER S LUNG
PRESERVER. Tt is pleasant te take, gives sure
results, and is quite harmless: for ehildren and adults
you cannot find a better cough or cold remedy. 1/10
a hottle from all chemists aud stores, or hy post direct.

————J. BaxTer & Co., CHRISTCHURCH. -— ——

Ye men that go shooting, if you require a Gun
that will shoot straight and some ammunition that will
kill, consult Smith and Laing’s stock, Invercargill....

 STAND FAST IN THE FAITH’

(A Weekly Instruction specially written for the
N.Z. TasLEr by GHIMEL.) :

THE PRISONER IN THE VATICAN..

A great number of people suppose that the ex-
pression, ‘The prisoner in the Vatican,” which the
’ope applies to nimsgelf, is an empty phrase, invented
to gain sympathy, and that the confinement of the
Pope within his palace is purely -a matter of choice.
Even a high-placed lecturer in the Dominion has re-
cently been speaking (if report be true) in this strain,
f.et us examine the position, for the guestion is hound
to pass out of the academic stage, when the remapping
ol Kurope takes place at the end of the war,

In order to have a correct idea .of the Tope’s
Temporal Power, it may be as well to give the Pope’s
own view of it, 1 quote from one of Pope Leo XI11.'s
many utterances: - The temporary sovereignty is not
absolutely requisite for the existence of the Papacy,
stnce the Popes were deprived of it during several cen-
turies, but it is required in order that the Pontiff’s in-
dependence may display itself freely, without obstacles,
and be evident and apparent in the eyes of the world.
It s the soeial form, so Lo say, of Ins guardianship, and
ol his manifestation. It is necessary—not to existence,
but to a right existence.  The Pope who is nol a sove-
reign s necessarily a subject, bevause (in the social
existence of a mouarchy) there 3 no mean term between
subject and severeigu. A Pope, who is a subject of a
given goverament, 15 continually exposed fo its influence
and pressure, or al least to intluences connected with
political aims and interests.’

Obviously to be the subject ol any given king can-
not be the normal pesition for the head of & world-wide
Clharels, And some of our opponents, at Jeast, ought
1o be able to appreciate this attitude.  Anglicans, for
example, who make ne ¢laims {o Catholicity, who are
satisfied to have thelr Choreb confived to one race, very
topleally insist that the head of their Church shall be
The reiening kinyg. [t would he very awkward 1if the
ehest civil authority an the country had to bow down
el some ecctesiastical anthority,

But s it s matier of cholee or of necessity that
the Pope should be ©wopriconer in the Vatican. It is
a wmaiter of practical necessity, and that for two very
cood reasons o —

() The Pope could not very well leave his own
tevritary (the Vatican Palace s lis own) and appear
vpeniy on Jtalian territury, unless he went to pay an
eind visit to the Ttalian Wing and received a return
visit from that monarel. The President of the French
Repnhlie, for example, does not run over to London
Car o vialt, however short, withoult paying an official
visit 1o the King of Eagland,  Failure to do so would
e oa serious hreach of eliquelte, and would lead easily
cnoush 1o diptomatic complications,  The Erpress
Fuvenie losl her crown when the French Republic was
el . No one would expeel her to neeept the Re-
pubhie Diea friendly spinit, and ihe preseut authorities,
even after these Forvy-five vears, would not care to have
Ler Hving openly o Tans Now the case of the
T'ope (unjusty despoiled of Rome thab onee was his)
and the present Ialun King 15 mueh the same as these
Benedict XNV, coulid not wander round the
streets of Tlonme withoul calling on King Ermanuel,
and that would be equivalent to accepting the Ltalian
Ourniation s in oitber words, it would he waking the
head of 1he world wide Chureh a subject of an Tralian
IS

(by 1t iz quite cerfain that the Pope could not
appearv in the streels of Rome without grave danger to
his life. e would no doubt be irealed with the
greatest veneration by devowt Clatholies, and with re-
spectiul consideration by men of no-religion. ‘ But,’
writes one thoroughly aeguainted with life in Rome,
“there is in the city a very large body of social demo-
erats, anarehists, and the like, not to mention the small .
nondesevint rabhle whiclh everywhere does ifs best ‘to
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