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THE IRISH MISSION IN FRANCE

o

A BEMARKABLE AND IMPORTANT EVENT.

The mission of the Irish delegation to Paris iu 1913
was one of the most successful on record, and 1t will
live in history as one of the most remarkable and -
portant events of our time (writes the special corre-
speudent of the Dublin Freemen's Journaly, It ex-
hibited the union of all Fraunce, ithe head of the great
Celtic race in welcoming the representatives of lreland
a nation, and of the Irish race througheut the world,
and the union of France and Ireland in the renewal of
Lhe historic friendship which has always existed between
them, and in their mutual pledges of affection and good-
will towards each other, and of svmpathy and support
for the cause of nationality and liberty which they in
ecommon with Greal Britain, Russia, and Serbia are at
present in arms to defeud and o vindicate.  The objects
of the delewation were to present an address to the (lar-
dinal-Archbishop of Paris, as head of the Catholie
Churcl in France, from the AL, the largest Trish
Catholic benefit organisation which has ever exuwsted,
and to present an address to the President of Frauce
asstring hine o the wame of the Trish Parliamentuary
Party and oi the Trizh people of Treland’s sympathy aud
support in the picsent war

Foderiamed at Loaanclieon.

On Friday morming, noaceeplance of thie kind -
vitation of M. Levines, the delegates drove to the mag-
nificent residenve of that ventleman where thev were
entertained at luneheor,  Amony those present were the
Chatrman  of the Foreien Relations Comunttee, M.
Frauklin -Boutllon, Deputy Jean Lonvue, the leader
of the Sortalist Party in the Chamber of Depuiies: ML
Moutet, Hocialist Denuly for Lvons: the Marguas e
Chambrom, cue of the leading Cathiolie Depuaties o M
Honuworat, and M. Ouniev, Deputies, Mo Tevunes
oceuples a palatial mansionr o the righit bank of the
setre, and the delevates were ehavmed with the benaty
of the place which contains wmany treasiwes of st
Nothing could exveed the kindness and hospitalioy of
Mine, Levotwes and her duanahier qnd nieee The o
of Lreland was hung om the wall ar Ahe Tiad ot the
table, and the winiatioe s vepreserting Treland and
the Allies were used ax table decorntions,

Afterwards
the campany were cutertiined by the sinvine of @ couple
of beandiful Lei=ly =ones by Mo O Dowds Wade o e
M Tom Condon, MNP save aonacnfieent venderd
of ~ Garrvowen, wineh thalled delichted a1l pre-
sent. T oresponze fo the veguest ol some of the dele-
gates Mdlle Levoues presented them with taiatare
flags of the Adlied natsons as AOUNETNE, Tt was the
delerale’s first ('xlnmivnu- of what a0 Frenel lhoane was

Nike, and they were pieaaad and touched hevond juea
sure.  Beforve leaving Paris they sent a bewutiful bou-
gquel to Mdwe, Leyvgues as a token of their appreciation.

After leaving M. Levenes, the delegates drove to
the Chamber of Deputies, where thes werr veccived with
every mark of honor by the officiils and all coneerned.
They were shown over the building by MM, Frankin-
Bouillon and Teveues, whe explained the manper in
which the proceedings were condueted, the grouping of
parties, and the architectural artistic features of the
place.  Following this the delegates walfed on the Prime
Minister, M. Viviani. who received them with every
mark of honer and respect, and bade themn heartity wel-
e dnguived Kindle abont Mre John

conie to Fiva :
Bedmond, M. 1., aud praved that his very kind regards
might be conveved (o the Trish leader.  Thien followed
a visit fo the President of the Republiv. M. Poincave,

i,

Viat to the Cavdinal.

The delegates then drove fo the Palace of the Car-
dinal-Arvehbishop of Pariz, where they met with a
particularly cordial reception.  Amongst those present
with {he delegation were the veteran M. Deuys Cochin,
the Catholic lIeader, and the Marquis de Chambrow,
hoth of whom have persenal assoclations with Treland
and her people. The address to the Cardinal-Areh-

bishop from the A.O.H. was read by Mr. Joseph Dev-
lin, M.P., the distinguished president ot the A.G.H.,
and was presented by him and Mr. J. ). Nugent,
general secretary, on behalf of the members. The
address was beautifully illuminated and mounted and
enclosed in a handseme casket. The Cardinal-Arch-
bishop made a long and ecloquent, even passionate,
speech in reply. s references to the bonds uuniting
Ireland and Frauce were touching and beautiful, but
when he came to denounce German aggression and
savagery, aud the cutrages on religion and humanity
committed by Germans in Belgium aod in France, his
emotion was evident, and his words thrilled his audi-

“euce.  Nothing wag more remarkable than his emphas-

ising the union of all Frenchmen against the cominon
enemy of their Fatherland, except the {ouching vefer-
ence to his friend, M, Deuys Cochin, whose son lias
recently been killed at the front.  Afterwards the
members of the delegation were introduced in twrn to
his Eminence, and were photographed with him in a
vroup.  Before leaving they all kncll down to receive
Lis Eminence’s blessing, and the scene was cerlainty an
unforgettable one for all present. Mu. J. D Nugent,
was specially honorad by his Eminence, who presented
iim with an autegraplretl pliotograph as & memento of
the occaston.
An Ungualified Suecess.

The day had been full of incident for the delega-
tion, but Mr. T. P. O'Connor apparently kuows not
fnticue, aud after divner at his hotel be beld a vecep-
tionn, at which all the leadiug Paris journalists were
present. It was their unanmimous testiuwony that the
honors paud ta the delegatinn were unprecedented, aud
that 3t was bevond all questton su nngualified success
i every wav. This was Lorne out iy one of the nost
emmnent of the French deputies, who tolid the writer,
with the assent of all his colleavues present, I vou
were the represeutatives ol empeross or ol kings we
could not receive vou with wreafer honor or respect,
aud certainly we ceould not treat vou with the same
wnanimity on the part of a1l Frenehmen.’

On Satarday the delegates weve entertained  al
fnreleon i the Palais 1 7Ovrsav, their hosts being {he
French nation throueh all 1ts hivhest and moest repre-
sentative deleeates.  There was no precedent for such
anoevent. 1 was unigque. Church and State were
representod, all mtie in dotng honor to r
nation.

e Tl(l i
The butidinge 12 oue of the larvest and most
heantitul e Paris, and the spacious bangueling hall
was taxed Lo its utnost t;;]}:;u'i‘f_\' (o accomniodate those
PIUsent, The room was decorated with the lTrish,
French, British, awd Allied flags, amd the tables with
mintature flavs and flowers. The menu was specially
prepared, and the menn card was a waork of avt. The
CONPNY Wis very remarkal:dle. Destde Mo Bourveors,
wha presided, sat tu the vight the Britizh Ambassador,
St Franeis Bertie: Mro Joseph Deviine M.PL: ML Del-
casse, Forelgn Minister; M. Denvs Cochin,  Catholie
Leader, and others. To the left of the President was
AMe, U1 O'Connor. MoPor then ML Viaani, the
Prime Minister: Mr. J. 10 Nurend, aud others. The
Marguis de Chambron, Cathoelie Conservative, was be-
side Mr. Longuet. the Socialist leader, and  Father
MeMullen had on his left the Mavor of Puvis, and on
his vight M. Poissow

The Speakers and Their Spoechos,

The speeches of M. Bourgenis. M. Viviani, and M.
Dievs Cochin eveked great enthustasin, Buat interest
wis noi less centred on the wpesches of Mesow T,
O'Connor and Joseph Devhin, M. 1 " TP spoke in
Frencelh. with, if possible, even creater cloguence, ease,
and charm than he speaks in Fuglish. e was lstened
f0 with breathless inlervest, and when he coneluded his
audience burst inte Joud and long applause Mr.
Devlin's speech was brief, and was deltvered 11 Eng-
fish, but the greatest interesl was naunlested fu it, as
Mr. Devlin's reputation as an orator,and a democratic
leader stands very high amoengst Freneh politicians.
Delivered withh all the elocution and earnestness  so
cluracteristic of him, Mr. Devlin's speech thrilled the
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