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*STAND FAST IN THE FAITH*® of the Churcl, as much as he deems to be opportune,
. N whether it be such as wil! suffice for the total remission
. h of the punishment or up to a certain portion of the
(A Weekly Instruction specially written for the whole ; in such wise, namely, that the Passion of Christ
. N.Z. Tasrer by GHIMEL.) [through Whom alone the merits of others have any
‘ _ efficacy at all] and the other Saints may be imparted to
INDULGENCES. him just as if he himself had suffered whal was necessary
(Continued.) J for the remission of ],115 sin, as happens when one persop
Undertying the Chureh’s granting of Indulgences satisfies for another.
there is this idea: sin deserves punishment, and the
sinner, happy in the forgiveness of Ius cifence, ought to
be prepared to pay the penalty. This penalty has to be SIDELIGHTS ON THE WAR 2
paid either by actual suffering in purgatory when this
life is over, or by the performance during hife on earth ' -
of some deeds which have an atoning or satisfactory GENERATI..
LT T N . c - - y
v.a.lue. God’s _]ustlc%—iwhmh dc}“‘““"f that due repara- Canon Hannay ("George A, Hern‘.inrrham’). Count
tion shall be made for all offences-—must not go unvindi- Mavo. who hus | b Oy g =. ! Y
! ; ! Mayo, who has just returned from a tour in the U.8 A,
cated, even when the sinner is restorved to favor.  And : e ; : . ’.
LI £ ) » in discussing in a London journal the question of
of the two ways of satisfving the claims of that justice, Amaerican  veutrvalitv. savs that  Eaoll i L
¢ : ] 4 F , savs  that  English  apologists
surely that must be preferable in Ged's eyes which we writers, ete.. have seldom been able Lo shake ﬂl ol :
take upon ourselves heve, for that is freely undertaken, free 'U‘f’,l ool e ‘J_‘ N fl“f‘- p siase themselves
. . : i : a feeling that America is still in some sense an
and thevefore, other things being equal, of more value. Enolish {,U[U]w” e savs that Lo
. e ; . . . glis . savs that 80 out of every 100 of
On this principle the Chureh’s doctrine of Indnlgences thie people are in favor of the Allve ¥
is built. people are i lavor of the Albles,
Theve ix vel another principle justifving the due- .
Ctrine of Indulgences, If A commits a sin, it is clear GERMAN METHODS,
that the wuilt of the «in can e taken away only by A's M. Rene Bazin, the eminent Acadeniician, whose
own sorrow ol heart,  But it is equally clear that the recent visit to Rome has, it is believed, contributed to
case is different with the punishment attached to make his conntry better known in Italian ecclesiastical
sin, Tt 1s wo uneommon thing for one man te bear oireles, rvelates the following episode of the German
another’s punisliment, and we honor as a hero the atrocities in Belgium (writes a Paris correspondent).
man who will bear mn «ilenee what his friend should be Among the towns that were most cruelly treated by
paying. 1 this way of acting is commendable amongst the invaders was the littie eity of 'l'ermbnde: it was
us, 1s it not egualiy hwecoming in the relatious of men shelled nine tumes, 1}11'0.0-:111;11‘{.01'.\; of its houses were
with God? [t certainly iz in ane case -that of the burnt, and out of s nine Theusand 1nhabitants only
Man-God bearing on the Cross our sins and our just two thousand remain.  For conturvies there existed at
punishments, And may net s hnmble followers 1o Termande o local commumumty of nuns, founded in
their own small way practise charity inoa sonilar way, medieval times, i1 whose cld-werld convent a number of
offering themselves as victims for the sins of others and poer and infirm eld people were carved for till death
for their just punishments: and this in twoe wavs—hy veteased them. Through vears of peace and years of
taking upon themselves definite penanves for partienlar war the nuus continued their mission of charity : it was
persens, and also, wure gencraily, by having, as St rudely iuterrupted by the German invaders in  the
Thomas puts it, " the intention {hat all they suffered autumn of 1400, when o German commander summoned
or did for God mirht avail not for themselves ouly, hut the Superioress to leave the house on the spot. * T have
for the whale Chureh.” arders to burn it hie added. T cannot leave my old
Our Blessed Lady, Tor example, was fvee from the people.”  “Take tuem with vou.” “Some are bed-ridden
slightest stain of sin and therefore frum all debt of and cannot walk.” Do oas vow, like, but T am going
punishment.  Tf it ix a sign of surpassing love to give to burin the honse. At Jast it was settled that the nuns
one’s life for a {riend, what could not this spotless friend should take away the old people who could walk, and
of God offer to God—-her days ol unremitling goodness that the athers shouul be removed to o plave of safety
and suffering, as well as lier suintly deafh, for the benefit by the seldiers.  As she was aliout to cross the threshold
of us, her brothers and sisters! The =aints of the of her convent, the Superioress was stopped by & young
"Church spent their daxys in hevoie deeds ol penance —tho’ sigter. f Mother shie =aid, " our ¢haplain was dragged
Emany of them never fell lnte auy wronwdoing - -and in away hefore he Lad thae to premove the Blessed Sacra-

active clharity towards their neichbors: they more than
paid for any debt of temporal punishient they owed
God. What is te be done with the surplus! Ts i to
lie idle and unused ! What is te prevent it from being
used for the beuefit of those penitent souls who, after
their restoration to divine faver, have still a Tieavy debt
te pay to the Divine Justice and ave too weak to dis-
charge it all in this {ife?  Our Blessed Saviour especially
heaped up an iufinite stere of merits, and as we know
for us, not for Hunself. “Upon the altar of the Cross,’
wrote Pops Clement VI, in 1343, * Christ shed of Iis
Blood not mervely o drop, though this wonld lhave
sufficed, by reason of the union with the Word, to re-
deem the whole human race, but a copious torvent

thereby laying up an infinite treaswre for mankind,
This treasure Ile neither wrapped up in a napkin nor
hid in a field, but entrusted to Blessed Peter, the key-
bearer, and his suecessors, that they might, for just and

i’reawuable causes, distribute it to the faithful n {ull

or in partial remission of the temperal punishment due
to sin.’ St. Thomas Aquinas had already written:
C Al this treasure is at the disposal of the chiel vulers
of the Church, in as much as our Lord pave the keyvs of
the Church to Peter. When, then, the utility or the
necessity of the Churel requires it, the chief ruler of the
Church can draw from this infinite store of merits, to
communicate to anyone who through charity is a member

ment @ <o vou think Tomicht bring I away to save It
frog profanation ! The Superioress Lowed her assent,
and the young nur ran to the chapel.  Tlalf an hour
later the convent was in flames. The charituble beguestly
of generations wore thus deliborutely and vuthlessly de-
stroyed.  Along the road Trom Tornionde to Gheut a
strange procession mude 1ty wayv: old men and wonen,
totieringe, blind, paralveed, were carefully led along the
dusty and crowded highway by gentle-faced Risters.
Ouly vne youny nun walked quite alone and apart, her
hands crossed upon her breast: fvom Lev sweel counten-
ance radiated happiness, A German oflicer, a Catholic
evidenily, stood by the roadside when the little proces-
sion passed : he looked curiously at the solitary figure,
moving in an atmosphere of Lioly peace: then e under-
stood and saluted with his sword!

CINEVER ITODPE TO SEE A BRAVER ACTION

The story of how a Catholie soldier-—one of three
brothers who joined the Avmy afier the outhreak of
wat et his death in a hevole act, s told 1 a letter
written Dy the Commanding Oilicer to the soldier’s
parvents.  Of Private Francis Alexander Wooed, of the
1st Roval Bueks, the offieer savs:

¢ Tt may help Lo soften vour griel if T tell you that
he died in the performance of an act of very greab
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