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.8 more honest to have told the {ruth in e first, plave.

_.{The victory over herself would have been greater, she
could have hightly accepted the amused sympathy of
fl_:'lends, the incideut. would Lave been 1‘orgn-ltcu by this
time, and she would have beep spared those nonths of
aggressive and uppressive economy, But it was all
settled now. And there was ‘jllHL“:l little vanity in the
reflection that she had earned the right to have her
na-me_heu(l the Tist. 1 was i sort of vietory, alter all,
and 1t was also DPleasant little h'illllll)[l over  lier
social rival, Mrs. Jolffrey- o trimnph she conld  now
fully eujay, So it was with o sense of elation that she
dressed for Mrs Spencer’s receplion, and with an unusual
degree of self-cenfidence and self-cengratulation that
she greeted Ler hostess— but what wag Marion Spencer
saylug.  Nurely she ld not heard aright ?

Mrs. Spencer had not noticed her confusion. And
after the first shock, M, Bradley realised the imyport
of what her friend was telling -

“And wasntoit Tvely of hier to send 11 in that wav !
What vain creatures we were to tack our names on to
ours!  lIndeed, it makes e guite ashamed of mvself
wlen 1 think of what Murearet Jeflrey has rl-'-mc,'
added Mariom

“Does she did b sav she sent 0! asked M
Bradley  whode bhraken  tanes were attributed 1o the
general surprise Lol by cvervhody present,

SN e Aned that s s splemdid a1t
wnto1 ! But <he o comioe this way o, as AMorel
Jeffres wmade hoer wav thronels r]l;nHing':rnu}m ton whepe
the two winen afood.

S owis Just telline Heleg, explained Mo Spwneer,
what a =nrprize van vave n-oall To think that at!
the time that we were disenasine onr chartty funeds von
never niee hinted that vou were coing to do auviling
like that. Eonoticed that vorr wame was pot on he
List, but 1 thought vou b probablv civen more te
some other cause thiz winter aond <o had deseried poor
Bt Joseph™s" A< matter of e Marion Spencer huid
thought nothine of the kind, having carly decided thad
Margaret Jeffrev intended 1y decline all apetls as <he
so oflen did under the pretence of giving to private
charity which nmust remain unkiown, But Mearion
was now reproachinge lerseif for her rash Judarnent,

" Desert paor St TJozenh'= 7 Jaughed Mrs

Jeif 5

casily. T woeuld lke to vive 1o ail the orplam asvlums
if T could.”
" But —stammcered poor Helen, do 1 understand

that you admit that vou are the anonvmons doner ©

“Oh, dear, nn. exclaimed  the ulsilant Nody,
secretly pleased thut tlelen's Tonors were heinge divided,
*T admit nothing. That would noet do, under the
circumstances. 1t ix true Uhad iy nanie does 1ot alten
appear on a lst of contributors who vive laree siuus, 1
bhave speeial reasons for that, and then, too, 1 Always
believed that ideal alns viving shonld be done anone-
tously, but’

“Yoes, ves Heleas abmost trvitahly,
“but if vou Ao ot admi i, why do they sy von
1?7 Swrely, vau must have' -

‘My dear Helon, don't look perplexed ahout’ -

T oeonfess 1 am peerplesed,” veplied Helen slowly,
“You say vou died not achind 1t _\‘M everyone here seenms
to z.l(.'cv])-l- fhis version of the giver’s tdentaly.
then, deuy sending it?’ i

CDeny P queried Mrs Jefirey with vising eolar.
‘ Deny it ? Why, . You see, Lean't very well oo
that.  Andsn’t il dvange that you should be the only
one wha has thus questioned me! Pertiaps becanse
the offerings of the others were smaller, and that it clid

Anot therefore allect them so el Fs dhat W07 aud
% she smiled tndulgently.

CNol at all,” answered Helen,
hiaving been given anon’ -

‘Exactly,” agreed Mrs. Jelfrev. “You see the
Nisters received it. My name was not on their list, and
I am afraid that T inadvertently said something—and—
well, really it was onlv natural T supnpose --1—T should
Trave known—hut—reallv, vou know, T shouldn't disenss
it at all. Tt isn’t just the proper thing to do under
Lhe cireumsiances, s 147’

‘T am afraid not,” weakly responded lelen.

inlml'ulllq-f[

e

'

Do veu,

T osupposed that

"Esn't Margaret Jeffrey wonderful, Helen,’ 0X-
claimed Mavion a few moments later, when Mrs Jeflrey
had joined another group of admirters. - * To think how
we've wisjudged her! Shé is really the most charitable
of us all, 1sn't she ? :

"It was a generous gift,” replied the discomfited
Mrs. Bradley.

And luter Robert Bradley added another pang to
Iis wife's silent anguish.

" Do you kuew, llelen,” he said that evening, ‘that
T am afraid you have misunderstood Mrs. Jeffrey, 1t
x casy to wisjudge.  She must be rather cood-hearted
after all, if she is the anonymous benefactor. Jack
Speucer told me on the way home. 1t is true ?’

‘ Her friends say so, aud she does not deny it,’
admitted his wife.

‘What's the matter, dear? he inquired with smiling
raillery.

: ;\-Uth{ng,'

fDon’t feel so disturbod about it She didu't
really give more than you did, vou know, only she was
shrewd enoush 1o add to its apparent value by not
upenly riving her name. She seems to have managed
to have it made known, though, Trust a woman like
Mrs. Jefirey for that,” but he modified his last state-
went almost immediately.  But perhaps she didn't rive
her aiamme at all.

" Perhaps <he dido’t sive the noney, cither,” re
terted Flelen.

SO, Helen, don'tosay that ! 1 suppose that Mrs,
doetivey feels that she Las seored & povnd, bt what of
i T s ke you to withold vout approval of good
tvails even i otherwise undesivahble people. And 1
ane sorry that vour prejndice against her makes you s0
unjust. I acdittle disappointed.”

There was no veply,

CWelll perhaps T don't exaetly omean that,” said
he comtortingly, amd T would be willilng to wager any
amonnt ol money 1 T had i, Flelen, that the same
Az Jetfrey did not practize any self-denials nor eeono-
tmles I order Lo contribute to that fund.”

1 oame sure she did oot rephed [elen emphatie-
THI
SAnd Loimacive there was a chair or a vase or
sommethine that vou had to do without for a week or
two at the time von gave not vour tithe, but vour
all wisn't there ! .

S Yes and the tone was oveminiscent of hidden
thites, [Te could not know how hig o price she had
patd 1o liave the rieht to claim the gift as her vary
own. o She had net forferted that right but the vietory
seemed Tess dexivahle now that she had made it possible
Por sameonc elses and that someone olse Mrs, Jeffrey -
boosbave, undeservedly, the place that was hers alone,
Wi it a victory even over her own selfi=h vanity ?

Aud then her hushband's voice bhrake in upon her
thouehits She had not heen listening, «o abeorbed was
“h(‘ i'\] ]H'?' iy )] |||“|'!l(3]'il'\'_ ])'ll' TN l]L’ W SH-\"]..IIL'::

CAnd therefore, while L don’t pretend to under-
standd the ttrieate relationship between  meritorious
siving and soeial prestige, it seems to me that you, win,
al‘T'(‘l'. all, Don't _vnu‘."

He watled For her answer,

T wikh b knew carne the entwmatie veply.  The
.]/rl:,'fﬂi"/."!'tf-’.

CORRECTING MRS. SIMS

Iron the day that 1he Bimses moved mnto the corner
heuse on Stuyvesant place, Mrs, SBitns was the subject of
Lively speenlation ju the little street. l.ater, when
the street Tound out how thie corner Louse was run, she
became the object of ndignant wonder. But wlhen
Mrs. Billy Keenan, nut of the overflowing goodness of
her heart, decided that it was the duty of the street to
correct her wavs, Mrs. Sims absorbed all their atten-
tion.

ITer ways surely needed correcting, for Mrs. Sums,
leaving  her vouthful daughters 1o run the 110113(_!,
“padded.’ l\fm'ning. neou, or afteruoon, Various resi-
dents of the neighborhood were continually mecting her
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