-

THE FIRST MISSBIONARIES.

An important celebration, this year, is the tercen.
tenary of the arrival of the first missionaries in Canada.
A commiitteec has been organised in Quebec and a pro-
gramme drawn up for the ocecasion. The Fathers of
the Blessed Sacrament desire (says the Nenfinel) that
in Montreal, instead of a Mass on the banks of the
Riviere des Praivies -the exact spot on which the Mass
of June 24, 1615, was celebrated being no longer known
—there may be a Mass, in all the churches, offered for
the Canadian Fatherland on the beautiful feast of St.
John the Baptist, our national feast.” Tlis year 1s also
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the

community of the Most Rlessed Sacrament in Canada.

The Congress of Priest-Adorers will meet in July, This
work was begun by the Venerable Picrre Julien Ty-
mard, and new numbers over 100,000 priest assoctates,
who make aun hour of adoration m umion with the
Fathers of the Blessed Sacrament every week, The
Cure of Avs was one of the first members,

ENGLAND

CATHOLIC TRUTIH sOCIETY.

At the annual meeting of the
ciety, which was held at the Catliedral 1lall, Wesl.
mivster, his Eminence Cardinal Bourne, who presuded,
in alluding to the report drew attention (o the valuable
work done by ihe Soetetv i providing Catlinhe dteri-
ture, and vs-]ncvl:li‘:_\' praver-books fur the soldiers and
satlors ou active service.  The =upply, he said, provided
by the Governmment was not always suilicient 1o gneet
tle demands, wul, thevciove, the oitts of the Cathinlie
Truth Soetety were heartily weleomed by the Cathiolie
members of his Majesta’s Jurces The annbual report
referred to the great mnonnt of cond work done by the
Sortety in 1018, and in the st six months of 1914,
*The -U[)l‘lillitllli hetd out every oy annthe
vecord vear, hoth i sdes and censrad prosperity o buat
then came the war, and with it a dislocation and clinge

prospect

of cireumestances whicl 0 was Inevitabhie would affedt
the =ociety’s waork an less dezree. Happmly
this desree has been loss than was feared @ the prineipal
effects of the war have been to reduce cansiderahly oy
exporl trade. and to curtail the output of new publica-
tions: alsn the vweher of additiora: wembers cnrolled
15 smaller than aoight otherwize ~have heen the case.
O the whele, Lowever, the Soctety Ias mantained ifs
vecord of sneeessful weok Ahrouchont the vear, and has
even ade prograss in cortain directions, unofablv an
conneetion with the provison of Mteratare to weet the
needs of the moement.’

credter ol

FRANCE

CORDIAL RELATIONS WTTII ENCT.AND.

One result of the war which offers oroumnd for much
sattsfaction 1s the ucreave 1t has eansed 1 the cordiality
of the relations between this country and France (says
the (eflialicr Timesy. There has scavcely ever been a
time al which the English and the French nnderstoed
and sympathised with one anotlier wore thoroughly,
ad we are vlad to say that spirttually the cloger-contact
hias been of henefit Lo both, The French Catholies have
Been edificd and delighted by the firm faith and sterling
Joyalty to the Canrch of the Tiritish and Trish Cathelies

‘ixf the Britizh army, and whiist the British non Cath-

olics have profited by their experience of Catholics on
ihe Continent, their own example has had a soberising
influence on French anti-clericals and Freethiinkers who
have found them, as a whole, reverent and tolerant
even when their veligious Lelief was but weak. At the
faot of the statue of Joan of Arc in the Church of St.
Louls, Versaillgs, there is at present a bunch of flowers
beund by a ribben which beatrs the inscription:  From

Catholic Truthh So- -

* Mmunsoat, June 17, 1915, NEW ZEALAND TABLET
; g ' the officers of No. IV. General IIo;pifaI, British -Arin-'.,
The Cath()llc World : Versailles, in remembrance and admirition of "'ﬂ‘le}i'i-
N El‘ellcll comrades.” The wounded British officers de-
CAN'A‘DA sired to indicate thaf respect for Joau of Arc is a bond

which has bound them closely to their French comrades
in a war for Eurcpean freedom. * What courtesy, deli-
cacy, and chivalry in the thought " says a French Cath-
olic writer. This unify of sentiment is a sure augury of
success.  Who knows but it may be the prelude to a
notable victory before the celebration of the feast of .
Jean of Are on May 16.

RUSSIA

CATHOLIC DIOCESES.

From the ecclesiastical peint of view, the Catholic
divceses of Russia are divided into classes— those of the
Kingdom of Poland and those of Russia. That of Po-
land has seven Sees, that of Russia has five Sces, Of
the 13,000,000 Catholics in the Empire, by far the
greater number—namely, 8,000,000, are in Poland, the
balance being in Russia. There are approximately somae
2900 parishes, 3300 churches, 2000 chapels, and 4600
sccular priests.  Ilach priest is said to Lave an average
of 3000 souls in his care.

SCOTLAND -
DEATIT OF A VENERABLE NUXN.

A veuerable nun in the person of Rev. Mother
Mary Agnes Snow, Superior of 3t. Catharine’s Couvent
of Merey, Lauriston Gardens, Edinburgh, passed away
o April 140 Born in Liverpeol seventy-two years ago,
Mother Bnow came of a family who gave seyeral sons
and danghters to the service of the Chuvelh- all of whom
distinguished themselves. Awmong these were the late
Abbot Sinow, the late Father Snow, 2.7, Canon Snow,
i Diverpool rstill alive), and Sister Stanislaus, of St.
Cathavine s, Fifty-fowr vears ago Mary Apnes Snow
entered the religious life as a novice when St Catha-
vine’s was then but in irs infanev. The commuaity
conststed of six Nisters, poss ssing little of this world’s
sinds bt rich in the power to conquer.  Three years
Liter she taok her vows and was professed. Meuntimae
the work of the community prew apace, nutil in 1876
15 nperativus were extended (o [);slin"ilh, and four years
brter st Catharine's House of Merey was opened.  Since
then between 1400 and 1500 pirls bave passed through
i, fitted in the most practical way for the battle of
lite. No ome can gauge correctly the immense good
wineh this institution alone hag accomplished, Sister
Snow's splendid capabilitics weve early recognised.  In
1372 she was elected Rev. Mother, and for forty years
she has shouldered the respousibilities of that office with
rare ability,

SPAIN

PETER'S PENCE.

Uwing te the diminutionr in Peter's Pence in the
belligerent, countries fhis year, an enteérprise of an
exeeptionally generous nature has been undertaken in
Spain. This {s au effort to make good the defieit which
the European war is causing in  the subseriptions
annually coffered by those countries to Lhe IToly Father.
With a view to doing what they can for the object in
view, the Catholics of Spaiu have initiated collections
i every parish of the kingdom, and excellent results
have already come from their efforts, As soon as the
collection is clesed a special deputation will go from
Spain to Rome to present Pope Benadict XV, with a
substantial testimony of the Spaniards’ affectionate
nenmory of his sojourn as Apostolic Nuncio at Madrid.
All the Catholie journals of Hpain have opened sub-
scviplion lists in their ecolumns, and even those classes
that are affected by the economic crisis are joining en-
thusiastigally in making the undertaking a success,
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