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THE LATE MONSIGNOR BENSON

Rev. Father Bernard Vaughan was the preacher
at the formal opening of the little Catholic church at
Buntingford, erected to the memory of the late Mgr.
Benson, who lived close by. Cardinal Bourne attended
the opening, and there was a notable gathering of <leryy
and laity.

Father Bernard Vaughan said thal more than a
vear before Mgr. Beusbn left exile for home lhe had
asked him to preach at the opening of DBuntingford
church. *11e was good enough to tell jue,” said Father
Vaughan, ' that he had set his heart upon my doing
so, and at once 1 set my heart upon complying with Ins
wish.” At the close of a typieally foreeful address,
Father Vaughan added:—-

* I maust return to our dear friend gone hlome before
us.  “'The Friendship of Christ”"—was not that lis
theme?! And was he not a hnegh expression of it? 1
did net see very much of him, but we loved each other
dearly, and when we did speak we could vpen ooy hearts
each to each, and he always responded to what 1 felt
is the great secret of sanctity

personal  Jove ol our

Lord. Do vou kunow, it is a great objeel leszon, his
death? Ile wore Limself out throuch the love of Jesus
Uhrist.  1le vealised himsell as Lo as God pernutted him

as an instrument 1o {he bands of Chest Tor the con-
version and the sanetificition of soulx. {lence his Liter
ary production, henee his wondrous arvay ol sermons,
hence his guidanee of souls. henee - unwearied letter-
writing., Do less.” 1 oonce sadd o B, o and perhaps
vou would do better work and be spared Tor oo longer
life.”  DBut vou cannat cheek the ravs of the sun, vou
cannet stop T avalanche, vou cannot bold ap oo ereat
entaract ; vou might as well o on the mdn e hetween
Tondon and Edinburgl and tyy tostop an express train
as try to stop hun, e had toowoe.

The five was burn-
1y, and he was et -1

and on be et G e
into the eternal ferminus.

©Npowan pnts anvthing inte another whieh Lo does
vot take oul nf himselt.  He ovive of bonseln alwiavs,
e vave il there wias nore more to vive, ol <o Le
cank down and died. Tle was Suishod e there was
a beautiful spiriv whout b
hiope of hovhood.
A omau, cotld wo almest med
in the worship of & flower pleked up i tie field, which
athiers would fread heediessly nnder Toot

v

thoeve was the wonderin
e was suehon bov oand vet <o strong
He wias so ::.im]ﬂ(’, il

e was alwavs
fnosons, alwavs chivping, wirbling hlie o bird, promising
a plovions summer. No matter who appealed to i he
secrmed 1o luve thve v them o he taok an uterest and
e had a wondertnl power of =yvin-
ile mwaxt have JZ{sH it

wave his svinpathy
pathy. from one Loved’s Tove, Tor
there 1= uohody so svinpathetie as the Mastors Some-
fimees when we trv o advanee and ke o litdde progrvess
tn spirituality come of s are perhaps tnelined Lo he
hard with others and ready to break the brnteed veed
and suercl the anckine tlax, But vot <o Rabert Ylueh
Benson. e could not understand now anvhody could
be unkind, and it huort b intensely when people
broucht i news of hiow e was misrenresentod and
‘ mishandled.  Tle understand
it He did not live in that atmosphere, but iy the sun-
<hine of the risen dayv. And g0 we Lave lost une who
has done so mueh, not only Tor the Catholic world, but
also Tor the nou-Catholic world.  Llle 1s a real loss: |
was going to sav almost o ealamite . His life was short:
It what a psalm = ot the Miserere, hut 0 Bless the
Lord, O myv soul, and never forgef all e has done for
thee.”  That was his psalmy of hfe. aud this is what
vou and [ want —not 1o be pessimists, hut ta have the
optimism of Relbeet Tlugh Benson: fo go about laden
witli the burden of sunshine and tell people to Lift up
their blinds and open their windows and let the light
and warmth of God's sun into their homes and into
their lives.

“There s a preal light quenched and the blinds
are drawn, and we feel he has left the chambers of our

s works could  =earveely

soul dark. Let us learn our lesson from him, to lagih
the love we have for Jesus Christ upen the servide of .
our Lord, and to go on untiring, doing our best. ‘

‘ Remember, as he said, we must not let our relj-
gion be like that of so many to whom it is an elegait
outburst of graceful philesophy, a pleasant schemie of
conjecture. Let it be with us, as it was with him, a
passionate love of the Divine Master, love which over-
flows upon the brethren. If we live thus, we shall
fulfil thiat twofold commandment of the Old and -the
New— Love the Lord with our whole heart and our
neighbor as ourselves.'’””’ ’

WEDDING BELLS

WILSON—SHEEHAN.

A few days ago the wedding took place at St.
Joseph's Church, Buckle street, Wellington, of Miss
Doris Sheehan, daughter of the late Mr., and Mrs. W.
Sheehan, and Mr. Alfred . Wilson, son of the late
Mr. James Wilson and Mrs. Wilkon, of Wellington.
The ceremony was perfermed by the Rev, Father Hur-
lev, Adm. The bride was given away by her brother-
m-luw, Mro Martin Gleeson, and wore a costume of
cream serge with lace vest, and paune velvet hat. She
was attended by her sister, Miss Evelyn Sheehan, as
bridesmaid, who wore a navy blue costume and hat
of black velvel. My iarold Jansen was the best man.
After the ceremony a reception was held at Godber’s
roo~, i Cowrtenay place, where the guests were re-
coived by the bride's sister, Mrs. Gleeson.  During the
afterunon the customary toasts werve proposed by Mr.
Rodeers, Mr. Durnett, My, Junce, Mr. Burke, Mr.
{rieeson, Mr Ouakes, and Mr. Wilson, and the bride and
brideoroom left later for their honeynican, the bride
wearine a costume of ol(lo1'i)91'1')‘—c'()10-1‘e(1 resilda cloth,
with niat to match. The bridegroom’s presents to the
bride were a silver purse, and silver-backed brush and
comb, and to the bridesmald, a gold bangle. Mr, and
Mrso Wilson recewved many valuable presents, among
e o handzome vase ol cutlery irom the staff of the
Vacwun Ol Company,

Hamilton

The closing devotion ef the month of May was
velebrated by a proeession in hunor of our Blessed Lady
throurh  the conveni grounds. The procession: was
headed by the aeolytes and our Lady’s banner, then
vune the schaol chitldren 1 regalia, filteen of whom
carried each a banner representing a decade of the
The statue of our Blessed Lady was carried
by the Children of Mary, the clergy, aud a very large
number of the parishioners following. The concourse
wssenibled at the grotto of our Lady of Lourdes, where
an elogquent sermon was preached by the Rev., Father
O Daherty, who ook for his text, * Behold thy Mother.’
The devolion eoncluded by the recitation of the Rosary
and the May hymn by the children’s choir. The grotto
vl Lourdes was ervected in the convent grounds at the
expense of the Sisters, the statue being procured frem
Lourdes. Last year, on Rosary Sunday, the well and
gratto were solemnly blessed hy the Right Rev. Mgr.
Gillan, V.G, of Auckland.

13 cmary.

When tender babes, cppressed by croup,
Lie gasping in their little cots,
Their anguished pavents o'er them steop,
And strive to save the tiny tots.
To such as these there comes a boon,
Which needs no doctor but a spoon,
A syrup, soothing, safe, and sure-—
World-famous * Woeds' Great PPeppermint Cure.’
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