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On the Land

GENERAL.

When cows have to face cold and wet weather in
winter they should be given a liberal allowance of hay.
If this is done there is little fear of trouble of any
kind.

The wvoracity of insects is as astonishing as their
powers of reproduction,  The daily ration in leaves of
a caterpillar 1s equal to twice its own weight. If a
horse were to feed at the samne rate lie would have Lo
eat a ton of hay every twenty-four hours.

Weaning is a eritical time in the pig’s hife.  Pro-
bably more young pigs are lost or stunted during thia
period than at any other time. It is best for both
the sow and pigs if the weaning is done gradually,
covering a period of two or three days.  When drying
up the sow give her very little hesides water,

In practical agriculture the method of applying
chemical fertilisers should vary according to the charac-
ter of the soil and the kind of crop.  In general, it
may be said that the leavier the soil and the deeper
the veot system of the plant, the carlier the wmanure

- should be applied, and the wwre liberal should be the

treatment.

Many farmers arve experiencing lieavy Tosses, says
the Wisconsin Experiment Station (U= A ), heeause
they are using sepavalors whicl are oul of arder, run-
ning the separater too slowlv, or separvating the milk too
eold., As the result ol nmerons tests of skinenallk,
it was found thae o some cases losses of buiter fut as
igh ws 0.8 per cent. were being made.

Salt, wlhen dissolving inowater, Jowers {ts tempera-
ture, so freshdveoniade Drine is colder than the water
emploved 1o wake this mixture
hardened where thie willer wlone 15 nei cond enoieh tor
the purpose.  Inowaking hrive for butter-making about
a pound of salt 1s dissolved in oa eallon of vold water.
I overy cold weather it is necessary to regulate the
teml)&l‘;llm'e of the brine so that 1t s not too cold Tor

=,

Lo this way Lutfer is

It hias been Tound ta the State of New York hat
anoapplication of Tine, about aoton fo thie aere, almosi
nvariably  henefits certain of e
Tucerne in particular, T oo hailetin of the Geneva
Experimenl Station arve given some utervesting vesuolis
wicthe henefit of hwe Tor luecrne. O sixty-four fields,
well distributed over the State, only eleven were suc-
cessful withont lime, aild all exeept six were mproved
by the addition of lime.

There were moderate yvardings of stock and o Lar
attendance at Addincton last weslk. There was prac-
tically no change in fat caitle, hut fat lambs and fat

lev s croeps,

sheep were firmer in eonsequence of o demaund  for
export. Store sheep sold better ali round. Fat
Sheep. ITixtra prime wethers, to 31s 3d: prime wethers,

19s to 26s; others, 155 9d to 18s 6d; merino wethers,
16s 7d to 205 extra prime ewes, tu 27s 3d; ]n‘inl‘e ewes,
175 ta 24s; medimin ewes, l4s Gd te lGs 6d; nferior
ewes, 125 to 14s, Fat Cattle.—Extra steers, to £186
10s: ordinary steers, £7 to £10 10s; heifers, £6 Ts 6d
to £10 7s 6d; extra cows, to £14 17s 6l ; ordinary cows,
£117s 6d Lo £8.  DTrice of beef per 100tL, 335 to 375 6d ;
extra, to 40s. Pios.—Choppers, £3 to L6 13s 6d:
extra baconers, to £319s 6d heavy haconers, £3 10s io
£3 163; light baconers, £2 15s to £3 Ts (price per 1,
5id to Gd); heavy perkers, £1 17s to L2 4s; ll_g'ht
porkers, £1 12s to L1 13s (price per 1, 6d) : medim
stores, £1 2s to £1 8x; small stores, 1ds Lo L1 weaners,
53 to 8s.

Prices for good quality lambs and fat cattle at
Turnside last week showed an improvement on late sales,
whilst the rates for fat sheep were on a par with those
ruling lately. TFat Catile.—1%0 head were yarded, of
fairly good quality. There was a good d(".ﬂ'lc'llld for
anything prime,. Prime bullocks_so]d at £13 10s to
£14 7s 6d; extra, to £17 10s; medium, £11 15s to £12
17s 6d: light, £8 10s to £10; best heifers, £12 5s;

medium, £8 17s 6d to £9 10s; light, £5-153 to £6 10s.
Fat Sheep.—3372 were yarded, the bulk of which was
composed of medium qnality wethers and ewes, with
very few pens of prime sheep. Freezing buyers were
not operating very freely, on account of the shortage
of space at the works. Prime wethers, 23s 6d to 26s;
extra, to 27s 8d; medium, 20s 6d to 292s 6d; light, 17s
6d to 19s; prime ewes, 20s to 22s; extra, to 26s 9d;
medium, 17s 3d to 19s, Lambs.— 700 were penned,
consisting chiefly of medium-quality lambs, with a few
pens of prime quality.  On account of the small yard-
g, the demand was fairly keen, and anything prime
sold exceptionally well, at a slight advance on late
values.  Prime lambs, 18s 6d to 215, extra, to 223 9d;
medinm, 165 6d to 17s; light, 11s 6d te 133 6d. Pigs.—
67 fat and 16 store pigs were penned. Good baconers met,
with fair competition and realised satisfactory prices.
Porkers had not the sanie attention, while stores and
slips met practically no demand,

MANGE IN PIGH,
Mange, though a troublescme disease, is not diff-
cult to cure. It is very coutagions, and afilicted
animals do not thrive or grow, ne matter haw well fed
they may be. Mange (says an exchange) is caused by
a paragite, which burrows under the skin, forming
scabs and causing great itehiness. This makes the
animal rab itself, until the affected part becomes very
sure. It generally appears fust on the thin-skinned
Pierts, such as wnder the arvi, behind the car, iuside
the thighs, and on the back. When the disease is
defected, all elean pigs should be vemoved, the bedding
burned, and the wood-work of {he stics washed or
sprayed with a strong selution of carbolic acid.  There
are many remedies for this disease.  Au old one is to
wish the pigs with soft soap and water, and then
rub i well dry sulphur,  After o day or two the pig
may be washed avd rubbed with sulphur again.,  An-
other roemedy s o spenge the parts affected with a
wish made of one part tobueco in 90 parts boiling water,
after wishing with soap and water. [ there are many
plus to be treaded, a very usnal plan is fo yvard themn
all upinto a snall sty) i, with a spray-pump and
nuxture, wet them all well, A usual rixture to
employ iz one of tie nuny sheep dips on the market.
Licdding and  walls may  be disinfected at the same
fime, and the former burned. Alter bheing sprayed,
the pigs should be kept under cover until dry, as in
cold weather they wmav et o clill, or in hot

weather
By et sealded,

AVAILABILITY OF FERTILISERS,

The value of a fertiliver for crops does not depend
cu its total percentage of ammonia, phosphate of lime,
and potash, but upon the pereentage of those constitu-
cuts that the yrowing crop can ufilise.  This is the
point that a farner has to look at when considering the
efficacy of un artificial manure.

There are a good many substances that contain a
high percentage of one or the other Tertilising constitu-
ents, but the constituents arc in such an inert form
that they afford little or uo nourishment to ihe crop,
They “analyse well,” but are bad fertilisers. A glaring
tuslanee of this elass of substanee is ground leather, Tt
coutains a very large percentaye of ammonia, but de-
composes so slowly that it has no rvight to the title
“fertiliser.”  The plant asks fer food and is uiven, not
exietly a stone, but something rearly as lard.

With the present system of intensive cultivalion, in
which large quantities of expeusive fertilisers are bought,
the farmer uses the fertilisers to feed Lhe growing crop
or the rotation, and generally unot with the object of
permanently enriching the land. Ihs object is to
turn over lis expenditure on manuves quickly by getting
it back with a profit by the increased crop, and there.
fore, as a rule, the modern farmer uses fertilisers that
act on the first crop, rather than those which become
available very slowly. ITe buys and uses manures for
prompt profit, and not for posterity,

LEARN SHORTHAND
IN THIRTY DAYS

Boyd Skorthand can be magstered perfectly in thirty days, and the study
may be done in your own home,

BHORTHAND BCHOOLB, 100 Cusrom Houvsn Quay, WELLINGTON.

Call or write for particulars. BOYD



