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PEARLS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE FOR OUR
LITTLE ONES

By tEE Rev. M. J. Warson, S.J.,
Author of ' Within the Soul,” and ‘ The Story of Burke
and Wills.’

“Unless you be converted and become as little chiddren,
you shall not enter inte the Kingdom of Heaven.—
St. Matt. zvui. 8.

—

LAy Rrcurs ResErveD. ]

XXIV.- A NOBLE VIRTUE.
“Jesus humbled IHimself, becoming obedient unto
death, even the deathh of the Cross. XFor which cause
God alse hath exalted Him, and hath given Ilim a
name which is above all nawmes.- -Philipplans, ii. 8. 9,
Seme people, my dearest, ialk loudly of independ-
ence and liberty; but a great writer says very justly
that, though the word liberty 15 often heard among
men, it is the word “ by which the inxurions mean
license, aud the reckless mean chanve: by which the
Togue means rapine, and the {oo] equality s iy whieh
the proud mean ansrehy, and the malignant mean
violence.  Uall 1t (fveedom) by oany name vather than
this {libertyy, but it b=t aned truest i Ohediences
(Rusk-in; Fhe Nevew Loamps ot dsehatooture chayp
viy., Ohedienee, vndeed is 0 noble vittne, o virtue by
which all that = cood, Teantital, and ~trous in human
chavacter 15 noneished and vresevved, and i as the only
path ta the enjovment of true freedom. Heove, when
God delivered to us Ths holy Taw on Mount =i, He
gave Ten Commandments as o lchit oand sovee of
strength and Lappiess during e pilevimace oo earth,
and He Lud uponr us the ohlication of abew:
precepls. Tl voke s wweet conl This burden |
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Tis true children, el 18 we desire teoenter inte eiernal

Ife, 1t should be o pleasare 1 keen adl T connnand
ments Do ospirit of hope anmd leves mong these vreal
precepts 1le hax set one which vou should regned
especially addressed to vourselves. The words of it are
familiar to you * Honor thy father and thy mother”
By this commandinent vou arve bound 1o show vour
parents due bonor by civing them all vespect, love. anud
obedience. God  bas  placed  thenn
over  you, in order  that Vi DAY honor
your CUreator  Hiwsel?  an then. To
tlle fl]]ﬁ]l'npi'lt [lf t]li\ C'(_”li”lil11(]“1("!” o l)"(””iﬁf’ i‘\ Hl'
tached: ‘that thouw mavest be long-lived 1 the land
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which the Lord thy God shall sive thee.” The sane
promise is repeated in another part of the Bible n
these words— e that honereth his father shall enjoy

a long life’; and again, ' Tle that honareth lits mother
is as one that layeth up a treasure’ (Eccles,,-chap. 3y,

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ has left vou
an example of how you should observe this command-
ment, for He was obedient for many long vears to Mary
and Joseph., As tho Eternal Father has recompensed
His Son’s humility and ohedience by exalting Him and
giving ITim a Nume that is ahbove all names, so e
will reward you when vou obey your parents and strive
manfully to observe all the precepts of Tis holy Taw.
No doubt, when you grow older you will desire to have
much of your own way,; but be determined alwavs to
keep every kind of badness out of your heart. You will
succeed in this ficht against evil it you follow the advice
of your father and mother, who leve you dearly and
seek to preserve vou from injurv and sorrow.

Throughout all the ages of the world, the noblest
and wisest men were distinguished for the honor they
gave their parents and for their chedience to the re-
straint of duty and of law: and we should he desirous
to be of their company rather than be veckoned among
fools and criminals. The Toly Scripture savs: ‘ Cursed
is he that honoreth not his father and mother’ (Deut.
27. 16).

It is related in the life of Sir Thomas More, Lord

High Chancellor of England, that even in the day of
bis greatest influence and power, he never left his house
without asking on his knees 1o blessing of his aged
father.

The wother of Pope Benedict XI. was the wife of
a poor shepherd, and when she went to Rome to visit
her son, the Supreme Pontiff, she wore her ususl
humble dress. As soen as she appeared iu his presence,
the Pope left Lis throne and court and embraced her
with tears of aflcetion, saying: " There is no oue can
love his mother more than I do mine.’ Ought not this
Leautiful and edifying fact show us that we should
never be ashamed of our parents, no matler liow lowly
15 their condition, but should alwavs respeet and love
them.

Once in a certaln city in Syrin which a Malem-
medan  ruler governed, a Christian voung man had
ledged lus father in the best romn on the first fAloor of
his house, but he afterwards deprived him of it and
made himn go down stairs to live. The governor, hear-
ing what he had dove, summoned him (o appear in his
presence, and said: C What 15 vewr religion ¥
a Christian,” replied the young “man. ‘
of the Cross’ The vouny man obeyved. ' What do vou
sty when you make it “In the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holv Ghost, Amen.’ “When
vou e the Father, v torell vour foreliead ; when
youname the Son vou tonch vone breast. that is, you
place the Father above and the Son helow, Nu\\'..my
man, veu must put vanr father above n vour 1[()115(",
ane <o vou, the son, e below, nr [ shall certaiuly cut
off your head’  The voung man hastened {o restore
the best room to kis fatlier, and ever after showed him
all lue honor and affectinn, You must not, of Course,
sathier from this ancedote that the Fiernal Son, the
Second Person of the Trinity, is inferior to the Father,
the First Person, for the Three Divine Persous of the
Aelvvable Trivity wee equal inoall 1hinges,

You arve aware, no doubt, that il anv oue in
aitthority paveni, or magistrate, or kine  wished you
to oo what s forbidden by the Divine law, vou should
not obev and Tuosueh wocase vou sl answer, like the
Apostles when thev were tald not to preach the Gospel,
SWe oneht to obey God rather {lian men.”

A vounyg hoy was preparing for his First Com-
miunion, whose family did not keep the law of the
Chnreh revarding abstinence from meal  on Friday.
When the boyv lenrned that e should abstain on Friday,
heorefused 4o cal ment on that dav, and his father put
LWite in prison, saving that he was to gef no food till he
Lid eonsented to cat meat. Duving the father's absence,
the mether carvied to her son something to eat.  But
the hoy would ot touch it. e said: * My father is
pumishing e for refusing to disobey the Chureh, and
e commands me to do without food : this command of
s T ean obey without sin, and that is why T will not
eat.” When the father heard of this reply, he was
tonched and he reflected an it with the result that he
and his wife were converted and hecame good practieal
Christians.

‘T am
* Make the Sign

As this instruetion 1s the last [ shall give you,
allow me to add that what T have said of the noble
virtue, Obedience, mav be said alsn of all olher virtues,
namely, that they will give voeu an upright, strong
character, capable ol reswsting - tewptation and  of
enabling you to live a praseworthy life, with the help
of God's grace, to the end of your davs.  All who love
vou wish to see you good now, that you may be good
also when you'are grown up.  Therefore, T am sure
that vou will do wvour best to prize and practise
humility, truthfulness, self-demal, and modesty.  Tet
it be your eare and pleasure to keep all the command-
ments of the Divine law, to o to Masz and often rve-
ceive IToly Communion, and te have true devotion to
the Sacred TTeart of Jesus, to our T.adv, St. Joseph,
and the Angels, especially 1o the beautiful Spirit who
is your Guardian. Thus you will enjov the testimony
of a pood counsclence, you will live a happy life, and,
dvine a holy death, you will at last win the Kingdom
of Heaven.

To he UP TO DATE ix all very well, but we find it pays better still to be AHEAD OF THE TIMES, and

that i# why we produde Enlarged Portraits in Grey ' Carbon.’
———— e o e RO T OLCR ARMER S, R AMILTOM

Aaxk to see them.



