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Where Amber Comes From.

Most of the world’s supply of genuine amber comes
from the strip of East Prussia lying between Memel
and Cranz. At one time it was gathered only along
the coast; but in 1883 a Junker owning land near
Memel was induced to mine for amber on his estate,
with such profitable results that six years later the
Prussian Government bought his mine for £520,000.
Subsequently amber was created a State monopoly ; and
every fragment found on the sands or dragged up in a
fisherman’s net must now Dbe taken to the nearest
Government depot if the finder wishes to avoid the visk
of mmprisonment.  Whenever stormy weather 1s felt off
Memel a posse of officials is dispatched post-lhaste to
gather in the amber washed up on the heach.

Supply of Thymol.

Thymol Is an important antiseptie. For vears it
has been manufactured almost excluzively in Gormany,
from a plant enltivated o India. At the beginning
of the European war the prive of this medicinal eliemical
rose from s to U3 10: a powwdd, “Yet dunmng all
these vears,” sauvs Professor Ko Kremers, of the Univer-
sity of Wisconstn, *while we (that 1<) the United States)
bave been ifmporting abeut ten theusand pounds of
thymol annuallv, a weed crowiog an the sandy areas
along the lower course of the Wisconsim River has Pro
bably been producing cuonch thymel to have supplied
the entire Untted States yn the present crisis) Al
thouglt attention lhas been slivected acamn and acain
to this medicinal agent, thix weed Las becn ailowed to
go to waste, Beeause of 1ts thymol content 1t 15 not
even touched by grazing cattle or sheep. Yot after
the thyinol has been romoved the oxlonasted pland s
eaten by animals, wad wmay thus e converted hito a
uspflll Z\:_{']'il:\lltll]'ill IlT'L](llH'!_

Duoes Witcloss Cause Fxplosions !

A well-known seientist recont’y snvaested that e
mvsteriotis exploston wateln dest roveD tiwe British Lattle
ship, the Bulwavk, micht have voen due 1) the intluenee
of wireless waves.  The theory thut wiveless conzes ex-
plesions was put Torward some toine aco voa Frenel
Cngilmm'. To prove his peint, he ealled attention 1o
the fact that the disaster to the Bretede stenmer, the
Volturno, which wias burnt i the Athantie, took place
just on the junction point where the wireloss waves
from the Eiffel Tower and Glace Bav nwet, The Freneh

engineer also points out that in his opinion wireless has

a strange effect on the md, and hie considers that at s
for this reason that colhsions between <hips have vreatly
increased of recent vears.  Many of these mishaps have
taken place at the junetion of wireless wave routes,
and it 18 said that the wireless =o uffected the brains of
ships' commanders that in oritical moments they lost
control of their vessels. This thenry 12 couflirmed by
the fact that birds flving near wireless stations move 1n
au uneasy, agitated fashion, s 10 their senses weie nuder
soma strange influence. .
Clathing the British Army.

The manufacture of clothing for the new armies s
proceeding in the West Riding of Yorkshive on a colossal
scale. 1t is estimated that between 250 and 300 miles
of khaki cloth and its substituies, from H4in to H6in
wide, are being woven every week, and that at least 8C
per cent. of all textile machinery is engaged on the
Army work.  Over 12,000 looms are busy, working on
an average nearly ‘time and a-half.” One anll alone
produces forty miles of ¢loth weekly. Some 50.000
tailors and tailoresses are making up the material into
garments, working in most cases from 8 am. to O or
9.30 p.m., the work as a whole heing supervised by a
committee of experts appointed by the War Office. In
regard to Army boots, some 200 factories in the kingdom
are devoting about 60 per cent. of their total output to
their manufacture.  About twenty factories in T.eeds

alone produce some 40,000 pairs a week. Army con-
tracts have been booked and will take from thres to six
months to complete. A Leeds firm was recently asked
to tender for the supply of 2,000,000 pairs for the
Russian army, but the request had tc be refysed.

THE NEUTRALITY OF THE HOLY SEE

v

Somg‘. days ago a cable message from Nyduey gave
us the views of his Grace Archbishop Cerretti, Apos-
tolic _Dclegate, with regard to the neutrality of the Holy
See in the war. When interviewed (s:u_'s the Mel-
bourne Adeocare) his Excellency said he was not pre-
pared to express an epinion on ltaly’s intervention in
the war.

The policy of the Vatican was alwavs that of the
('ubsm'\':}nce of strict neutrality when natiens were at
war with one another, Feor this reason he did not
give credence to the cabled veport to the effect that Lhe
Pope had subseribed £4000 to the ltalian war fund
and had allotted £40,000 to Italian victims of the warj

When Avchbishop Cerretti's attention was drawn
to the Taris message wherein it was stated that it
was understood that the Pope was abeut to issue a
manitesto approving of Ttaly s intervention in fle war,
he satd 1t was unlikely that 1t was correct. He ex-
plained that these were matiers of which, if they were
correct, he would in all prebabilily have heen officially
mtormed by the Vatican, When acts of sujnstice and
h:n'h:l_|'i{im were enmmitted during the progress of the
war, it was the province of the Pope to enter a protest,
and ta do all i his power to stop such practices. The
Delecate explained that this had been done in the
present war, notably 1m the Vatican's protest regarding
the Dombardment of Rhieims Cathedral and the intern{?
ment of Cardinal Mereier, the Archbishon of Malines.

Fallowing the bambardment of Rl;einm, Cardinal
Lo 1L Lucon, Archbishop of Rleims, wrote to the
‘_\'mivnn Leseeching the Pope to enter a protest to
Germuny, The Pope veplied at onee, expressing  his
deep sympathy, and intimatineg his inteutions.  The
Better never reached the Cardinal pussibly the censor,
ar somcone interested 1o suppressing the leiter, stopped
s delivery, The non-receipt ol the letter, however,
vreated a very bad tmpression in Franee and Belvimn,
and the report beemme current that the Vatican was
openly syimpathistng with Germmany and Avstiia.

L oovder to set matters vight, tlie Pope had his
letter of protest against the bombardment of the Rheims
Catliedral published in the fsservators Fowmeane, official
etgan of the Vatiean.  The protesi regarding Cardinal
Mercter was published in the same way. )

These arve matters which are net uuderstood here,’
Archbizshop Cerretti went on, “and 1 have looked in
vain for some reference to them in the Australian press.
T want it particularly understood that the Pope did not
favor Germany at auy sfage of the present war. The
Churelis universal.  She has her subjects ju Germany
and Austrin, ax well as among the Alhies, and due care
must be observed not to huet the feelings of any section
of Catholies.  This s why the Church, as a body, must
be neutral as far as possible in sueh o dreadiul calamity
as Europe is at present expericneing.

‘The Pope und Cardivals have thelr privale sym-
pathies and opinions, but they may not officially express
them. If they did so it might be the cause of a
schiism.’

" Asked if TIfaly's intervention would cause any
serious inconvenience to the conduct of the Church’s
affairs at the Vatican, the Avchbishop expressed the
fear that it would.  The Ttalian Government had, he
believed, alveady vefused in recognise the neutrality of
the Vatican.

f However,” he concluded, ‘ out of evil cometh good.
The war may lead te a settlement, onee and for all, of
the neutrality of the Vatican in times of European war,
and the end cf hostilities, let us hope, will see the
world generally prepared to enter on a newer and better
life.”

JAMES C. DROMGOOL, Solicitor

IMPERIAL BUILDINGS
AUCEKLAND.
Loweat Ratoa.

44 QUEEN STREET
Money to Lend on Good Securities sb



