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the following statement: ‘All of the leading and in-
fluential papers in Amerjca are now against Redmond.’
Commenting on this statement, our contemporary re-
marks: * As we happen to see from week to week the
great majority, if not all, the papers in question, we
are in a position to characterise the statement as wildly
extravagant.  In the first place, among the ten journals
named by the author of the book as bearing out his
assertion, there are several that have no real c¢laim to
be called either “influential”” or “leadiug’’ ; and, in the
second, ten is a rather small percentage of the papers
usually called Irish-American. The (licago Citizen,
whose “‘Irishism’ and Americanism are both above sus-
picion, more truly than the author quoted, represents,
we feel certain, the great mass of intelligent, thought-
ful, and judicious Irvish-Americans - or, better perhaps,
Americans of Trish birth or extraction.” Our contem-
porary then quotes from the Chicage paper as follows:
‘ To us it 18 not only wicked and absurd but unpatriotic
and treasonous to put any consideration, or  any
animosity, above and before love of [reland. It will,
of eourse, be understood that dnty 1o the Stars and
Stripes is paramount: but, after this, devotion to the

old land is the feeling that possesses us. For it we
are willing to forget for the time beiny. For 1t we

have resolved to give our support to the National party.
Our friends who differ from us - and we are speaking of
those who are houest, as many are  take another view of
the matter. With them hatred of England is first.
To this the welfare of Ireland must be subordinated.
Let the dear old land suffer-—yea, even safler a great
deal—if England can only be made to suffer a little,
Ireland is not only asked to saerifice all prospect of
Home Rule, bLut tn decrade and diszrace her tried
leaders, that revenge upon Fuuland mav he had,  The
things for which we labored and hoped Tor over a cen-
tury mmst all be immolated {o the Moloch ol vindice-
tiveness.’ The .1 ve Marie then cives the following cordial
and hearty aud vained endorsement of the F'iewpn £
zen'ssentiments: " Mr Redmond and hiz colaborertain Tre-
land may rest assured that the nolsiest portion b the
Insh-Ameriean press is far from bheing ax leadinge and
influential ' as it likes tu bhelieve itsely, Ak ey
may further relv with perfect contidence on the whole-
Liearted sympathy with which their palisy and aetion,
in this most critical pertod of Trish history, are viewed
by the reallv influential Irish-American press and by
the vast majority of its veaders’

An After-the-War Surprise

Germnany s alwavs threatening us with surprises,
and hinting darkly at the nuexpected and unimacined
things that are still in reserve for ber eneinies. It may
be acmilted that in one or two nstances these threats
have duly materialised.  There has been the mamrnioth
siege gun, and there Tus been the eruel nwl demidly gos,
No far as the former s concerned, there 1 reason to
believe that a substantial init, 1f nel an actnal cheek,
to its usefulness has been devised. Aceordive to one of
our local war correspandents  Mreo A =peuce, of the
Dunedin Evepieg Niar --who s wiquestionabiv shown
himself exceptionally well informed i regard to matters
connected with the great struggle. the cun plats or
artillery gardens made use of by Geperal Joffre al
Verdun, have thus far Deen eminently successful in
keeping the hnge howitzer at o distavee, T regavd to
the gas, owing to the vamabdity of the winds it can
hardly become a constant or reliable factor o military
(1p(‘1‘a~‘fi0ns: aud 1 oanv case if can be met, and appav-
ently 1s to be met. by rveprisals in kind. That is a
horrible thought: but it ix just possible that if the
Germans ouce get a fair taste of their own medicine
it may end in both sides dropping the inhuwman business.

*

Thoe latest surprise which 1x promised us 13 a pheno-
menal revival of German trade and indusiry imme-
diately after the war, to an extent and with a rapdity
that the rest of the world at vresent does net dream of,
Tt is deseribed at length and in the most glowing terms

o by a Gerran writer, Frank Koester, in the New York

Tribune. ‘The post-bellum surprise of the world,” he

writes, '15‘ going to be the rapid recuperation of Ger-
many.  Searcely will the last echoes of the fiold guns
have died away when a revival of industry will begin.
which will be unparatieled in history. The whole wotld
will be bare of German products and tired of substi-
tutes and makc_shlfts,_ Particularly in her chemical
industries she will again supply the world, and-enable,
for examuple, the million Americun workmen now out of
u‘-'ork through lack of materials of manufacture of which
Germany lmq_ tln_l, mouopoly to resume their oceupation,
and thus assist 11 the restoration of prosperity in this
country.  All Germany lerself will be stripped of sur-
plus stocks of all sorts of manufacture, exhausted by
ordinary wear and consumplion during the war when
her \\'01‘1{_9:'5 were away.  To meet these demands and
tu l'epl(*n}f-‘.h her shelves will require a degree of activity
never hefore seen. Her markets throughout the world
\\'1]? be ]_1('1'5 agan without question, for the competition
\\'!11('11, like a blizeard, sweoops down on the stricken rival
will retreal hefure the coming again of the German
cagles of ‘U':l(l(‘, Germany’s recuperation thus will not
e the puinful and parched process of the South, but a
starthing quickentng and an unexampled stimulation of
mdustry, and the various agencies which have contri-
huted to her commercial, industrial, avd technical pre-
cminence in the past will be vastly more active in the
future.  Indeed. Germanvy at peace will prove a Far
more formidable vival (to Aweriea) than Germany al
Wil
*

- Exactly how t1his 15 to be brought about, and why
nn ether of the belliperents cau possibly hope to accon:-
phish anything of the kind, 15 quite w-ilnply explaived.
Froas German  kultur 7 that makes all the difference.
The elements of recuperation which will cnable Ger
ey to take her place agaim in the lead of the world s
centeree and tndustey winl not, however, he possessed
by the nattons: with whieh she is at war, so ihat their
vecuperation after the war will not be by aoy nwenns as
vapide The veasan Lor tiis Hes i fle nature ol the
arganisation of the Germeog Govermoent, which s un-
doabtediv the most snccesstul and satisfactory sovern-
mental svstemn that has ever deen w;l‘}_{:\llim-(l-_ Tt oas
Pareelsy G the wonderin efficacy of the system that
Gormnany owes Ty position to dav. and it will be to
that efficacy that she will owe the rapid vecnperation
which she will enjov and which 15 destined to surprise
thae winld, The German covermmental svstem differs
e all other svstems i that §U 4s a divective rather
thilll !]l(‘l'(']}' il ("‘l\'l'('li\'l' \"]l‘ll“‘\li eri tiT(' !i\'(‘.‘; ()f ii"}
etlzens s tiat 1= 1o o=av, the Govermoeent 1= 10 effect the
partner of every eitimen, a owilling, a weleome, and an
able atd v the factaey, field and countiug house rather
than, as we most Govevments, merely an officer on
fixed posts o Block awav, Mueh s heard of Prussian
!H:\IHHIV:\{]H 'IIE‘.\'l‘ (]FI\':\'_ 1”11 ilT”it;ll‘:\?‘[II T‘ ')HI‘\.' one ]Jh'r‘s{‘.
af the German system the priveiple of The en uperation
ot every element of the pation with every other ele
ment. German industrics, agrieulture, conmmerce, bank-
g and educating are just as well orgamsed as is her
wilitary, and 1 iy this extensive oreanisatien, the prin-
ciple of “Einer fur ATl Ale fur Einew (one for all,
all for oned, which is in reahity the mwuch misunderstond
and vindictively eriticised German kultur”  This in-
stantanecus and unprecedented development of German
trade is to take effect, be 1t rewembered, whether Ger-
many wins or loses.  One must at least admire the
thormugh-geing optimisn of this sanguine Teuton.

The Pope's Neutrality

It is a great tribute to the real and commanding
influence of the Pope thal both sides in the present
world struggle are anxious to secure his adhesion to
their cause ; and thisalthough they must know that as the
spiritual father of Christendom, with thousands of his
spiritual children in every one of the warring camps,
it 1s altogether out of the question, and not even re-
metely possible, that he should really take up the role
of partisan: Apparently on the off chance that if they



