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and holds two clips or ten cartridges in the magazine
itself, as well as an extra cartridge above the magaziue,
eleven rounds in all.  When the cartridge-chip is forced
into the magazine the fastening is removed, su that «
cartridge, when it reaches the magazine, is separate
from the others.

The magazine of the Army rifle is nothing more
than a detachable box containing a spring.  This spring
forces up one cartridge at a time into 1ts position ready
for firing.  As a rule the ten cartridges in the maga-
zines are only used in great emergency, as when the
order for rapid firlng is given to stop an enemy’s clharge.
In the ordinary way the magazine, with its ten cart-
ridges, is shut off from the rest of the rvifle by means of
a metal slide called the ‘cut off’

SOLDIER PRIESTS KILLED AND WOUNDED.

From statistics that have been lately published, we
are able to formn an idea of the generous tribute paid
by the Freuch clergy to the great war (writes a Paris
correspondent).  In the single avchdiccese of Paris ten
soldier priests have been killed, and it would be difficult
to count all those who have been wounded or fried by
illness: many of these liave now returned to the line of
fire.  The professors of Catholie colleges and seminaries,
whom their former life weould seem to have ill prepared
for aseldier’s career, have distinguished themselves nabiy
at the front. A professor of the seminary of Beau-
preau, in the diocese of Angers, M. Charrvier, sub-licu-
tenant and flag beaver of the 114th Intantry Reghment,
has lately received the distlnetion of the T.egion of
Toner for his *absohute devotedness and exceptioual
energv.’  Ile has been twice grievously wounded and
has last ane eve. Orf the 137 Catholic schoolmasters
and professurs of the dincese of Nauntes, five have been
killed : to the dincese of Quimper heloug two soldiey
priests, the Abbes Le Gall and Saleun, who have been
latelv publicly praised by the wilitary authorities for
their courage nuder fie and their Levoie devotion to
their wounded comrades.

EARLY IRISH ART

Professor Culverwell, of Trinity Collepe, Tublin,
in a recent lecture, said that hefore the inroads of the
Danes and the English destroyed the splendor of her
civilisation, not only was Irveland the foremoest in intel-
lectnal development of Christian lands, but even 1 the
seanty remains which escaped destruetion there was con-
vincing evidence of the most superlative Trish dexterity
in the finest of work. The * Book of Kells' and the
“Book of Armagh’ had never been approached for the
delicate skill of theiv tracery.  Referring to the " Book
of Kells, Professor Westwood, of Oxford, with ail the
skill and knowledee that he had acquived during fifiy
vears in such work, wrote that he could not coneeive how
hnen could have the eves and the tools to dot. Kaow-
ing pretty we'll, he added, all the Libraries in Furope
where books of the same tvpe appeared, he could salely
affirin that there was na snel book in any of them, that
within a spavce of three-cights of a square melt he
counted, with a waunifving class, 158 interlacements of
a siender vibbou-pattern, formed of white lines edged by
black cues.  No modern copyist, said Professor Culver-
well, with all the advaniaces of wagnifying glasses and

all the finest of stee! pins, could approach the work of .

thege envlier zeribes.

Fxamined with a Jens the firm Lines of theie tracery
showed no uneveorness such as appeared m all modern
work.  Yet, thev used quill pens.  Where did Lhey
find the skitt (o cui them te such exguisitely fine points.
Truly, the nerves which directed {he fingers of these men
must have been far move finely oreanised thaun ours.
But it seemed that the illumination of these beoks was
nothing uncommon at the tiwe, for, whi_lo one of thlem
was praised as having a remarkably fine binding, nething
was said of the fineness of the text itself.

Tn metal work. aud especially in leather weork,
these early Trish craftsimen greatly excelled. Sven if
the Tara lLreoch. a chauce find on the seashore near
Progheda, were the finest gpecimen ever made in Tre-

land, it proved them to he craftsmen of unequalled skill
in their own arts.
e

IRELAND BEFORE THE UNION

The Mansion House, Dublin, contains a very
precious memento of the Irish Parliament in the form
of a magnificent portrait in his State robes (which he
always wore when in the chair) of the Right Hon. John
Faoster, Speaker of the Irish llouse of Commons from
1785 till 1800, e was a determined and incorruptible
antl-Uniomst, who, ou the destruction of the Irish Par-
liament, refused to surrender the mace to the Govern-
ment authorities, declaring that he would enly part with
it at the request of the body from which he had received
it.  The mace and the Speaker’s chair are now pre-
served in the Irish National Museum. An attempt was
made to bribe Mr. Foster into an acquiescence in the
Union. Pitt wrote to Lord Cornwallis a ‘ secret ’ letter
before the first intreduction of the measure of the Unien
asking him ‘to held cut to Foster the prospect of an
Euglish peerage with some ostensible sitnation and a
prevision for life.” ‘After the defeat of the ¥nien on
its fivst introduction m 179%, Pitt's desire to take
venveaice on Foster amounted to monomania. In
urging on Lovrd Cornwallis wholesale dismissals from
office of the men who voted apgainst the Union he was
unable to reach Foster personally, but was anxlous to
strike at him tlvough his son. ‘Tt strikes me,” he

says, ‘asz essential not to make an exception in the

instance of the Speaker’s somn. Nao Government can
stand on a safe and respectable ground which does not
show il feels itself independent of him.” My, Foster
sat subsequently in the English Tlouse of Commeons.’

There is more money saved in buying good Brush-
ware than in any other thing about the house. You
find only good Brushware at Smith and Laing's, Inver-
cargill....

Dr. DUNCAN'S Celebrated Skin Olntment

A bland and scothing emolient salves for the cure of
Eczema, Psoriasis, Varicose, Ulcer, Pimples, etc.
Dr. Duncan’s Celebrated Skin Ointment relieves Skin
Trritation immediately it is applied.

Dr. Duncan’s Celebrated Skin Ointment iz a proved
Remedy, and to all sufferers from Skin Troubles it is
highly recommended.

For Chapped HHands it has no equal.

Price—2/6 pet Pot (post ires) from—

The “GRAND" PHARMACY
3 WILLIS STREET WELLINGTON.

TererEONES : 1819 & 2535 (Residence).
J. F. LEWERS
DENTAL SURGEON
Cloek Tower Chambers,
Corner Graham, Wilson & Smellie, Drapers
Christeburceh

J. H. URRY
TAILOR _AND MERCER

CorxER
JACKSON STRIEXET & PETONE AVENUE
PETONE.

‘A Trian SovrtoiTen.

Caterer for High-Clasa Tailoring and Merct;u'y.

W. BAER. Miilmt Place, Blenhelim,

mwne wrnra  SQtnvea and Rances. '

For every description of Hardware. Agentl for Davia
Sewing Machine, Nimmo and Blair’s Seeds, ete. Large




