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IRELAND AND THE WAR

MR. JOUIN DILLON ON RECRVUITING.

Mr. John Dillon, M.P., addresed a large gathering
in 8t. Andrew's Ilull, Glasgow, on April 18 The
meeting was organised by the Glasgow aud District
Branches of the United lrish Leasue, and nearly five
thousand were present. Mr. Dillon said 1t would be
impertinence for him to appeal to his countrymen in
Scotland to join the new arinies, beeause no class of the
community had contributed so many recruits in pro-
portion as the lrish of Great Britain. In Scotlund,
27,811 TIrishmen or sons of Irshmen had joined the
colors, in addition to 10,000 already serving, Tt took
a keen political 1ustinet for the Irish rvace at home and
acrnss the Atllantic to realise what tletr duty was in
this hour They had a long and bhitter memory, hnt
there came the eall of duly.  And what were (he reasons
why Lreland waz hoond o take her Tull share i the
sacrifices and <uffering of this terrific struople! The
first was that 1 was hound, " Treland had
pledged ber haver that when her demands were vranted
ETlg]alld aned her statvsnen and ])('Uph' wild find n

hanor slie

Treland o loval aod o raihru! friend in the hour of
danger. The Dritish Govertanent, rolving on then

honor and o ostite ol threads and enorious prossiye,

passed Home Ruie, and wos it ta be sad that ihov whe

had never broken o treaty o phichited word were now
to set an exampie of perjnred men and broken fatlh !
Treland had Seot her owien and acriss the Atloute

too.

Mro Inllon proceeded 1o sav that tlere was o shiah,
But neisy faction who were gpjesed to their poliey and
wio declared that the time o
These vouns men who veiticised them rapnedly
dwindling Tew, some ol thew preschied the daciyine
of neulrality 1o a ~trucele Like the Inxw(-n{_ iy :sr|_\"\md\'
under the flav of Encland could yemnin geates’ T
e neutral was to e Tvasiile o te he . Mosday
with the exception of the very smadl rinaity alluded 1,
Ireland was substantially Boart ang <onl switle (e Ades
i the present struvole
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Recriatine o Drebaed,

Now 1t has been said peontinuaed Moo 9Ty o
recruiting 1 lreland Tias et beer ot wdl an to the noark
amongst the Nationalists of the Nouth and | oshould Tike

few words on that

veasons why reeruiting has not oo as
Nationalists there . 1 heen

Scotland wwd Eogland. The fivst e probabne, wel)
known to ovou, buld, 1 oam ghed of this opportunity of
statine 1t here in Glasvow  thin beelensd bias not
the Sputh, I should al! the umnner of men ol
military age in proportinn to s population that =eot
land and Eucland have cot. the

te say a sthjret. There e ten

vredd st s

liis Arneonest ven here g

vt 1
SHA,

That 1~ the resuli of
enormous, steady dratn of enueration, cansed by the had
laws in the past, It has paised the propertion of nld
praple awd children ta a wlholly abnormal extent in Tre
Tand. We were statine that fact on
thirty vears and we were nol helieved
believed 1n Parliament in the old davs, What hap-
pened 7 The Gld Age Pensions Act came along and |
lhad, T must confess, aooutet Taugh upomy sleeve thinking
uf the eve-npener the Treasury wonld get when the Act
came into operation.  Ireland and Scothoul have nearly

Parlicanent for
We were not

the same population  Seotland w hittle more. Yet, we
el £2.600,000 old age pensions. and vou anly get
about £900.000 everv vear. The fact s, the south-

west of Treland has been turoed info o reservorr of old
men and wonwen and vouny children.  The zecond reason
s {hat, no doubt, it took a littde thme fo lnpress upon
the people of Trefand, living i Treland, particularly un
the alder people, what thenr dutv was now.  Thev had
seen the blight of Euglish rule on the conntey and into
their hearts Liad entered o bitterness that i ias taken
a pood deal of time and tml te matizate and vemove.
When they were called on to send the remuant of voung
men left in the country to =1l their blood defending
England in her hour of trial, it did take a little time

to-make them sec the situation in the new light.  But
it has been done, and 1 can say lere, with the utmost
confidence, that lreland, except the small minority to
whiclt T have alluded, 1s heart and soul with the Allies
in this struggle.  There is another consideration which
s bitlerly impressed upon my mind and which will
appeal to vou here In Glasgow—-a city intimately con-
neeted wilh the highlands of Scotland. We know,
witheut boasting«that the world never saw finer fight-
g material than the peasautry of Ireland: the fame
of thetr deeds has been sung round the world and there
5 not a battlefield of Fuvope, and there 5 not an army
of the Great Powers whose annals are not illustrated
by the gallantry and the abiliy of the soldiers of Ire-
fand. To-dav, now that England has changed her
policy and offered the right haud of Tellowship to Tre-
land, we could raise, not 100,000, hut 400,000, as casily
as baddress vou, 1f 1t Tad not heen tor the famines and
evictions and the clearances v Treland.,
Preland’s Great Tragedy.

Wi a tragedy bas been coneted by the stunid and
perverse statespianstinp whiele wreaught this on the fertile
platns of Treland and the vallevs and the bills of Secot-
L, From the glens of Scolland were drawn those
restienis wlhieh, at Waterloo and in the Peninsular
Wi held there Tine shoulder to shoudder wath the drish,
and Wellineton himsell forced, m the [louse of
Looeda, U decire that ol in had ot heen for his Trsh
Cathelic solidiers amd i Thehlanders he never could
Have won his hattle,  Yet for c%ght_\' vears after Water-
oo the man oceupaticn of British statesimansbiy was to
extermivate and drive bevond the Atlantie the very
steck wnel raee whieh haed been Eovland’s right arm o
Now [ eome to the Jast reasou. That
fragedy s past and il we vannot Tsroet we are willing
to torcive, 1 orejotee that the polivy of England has
tetallbe chavged and that <he s trving, slowly and pain-
vt repeante the pliins of Medls Mayo, and Ros-

el

AW A

those vroat wars

A Recruiting Mistake.

The other reason why there s not been such good
recrnitine s delicate subject and |oshall not enter
o e fest sixomonths of this war re-
crsiline wis coroied on i breland by the War Oftiee,
and those placed tn contrel b Treland by the War Office,
SIS

b eleti s,

a Lishion (hat the conviction srow o owr mingds
that the purpose of the authorities was 1o pet as few
Frizh

vertaaT:

Natwuatists into the army as posable so that

troweriul with the War
C1liee nue il be able ot the end of the war to sav, Look
al these Teish thoy oave us no help o alls” That is
chimvee Lo ke, bt 1 believe e T will
detail- wane to stir up
Bat boam able to =av that 1his 1s now alto-

condiemen connected

VBTV sertos
mLn
e e

ol v beeause T oo uot

cether chanved. Within the lasl werks recruiting in
Lredarsd s heen placed o the hanids of o civilian, a

uine of busioess cavacityv, sl G0 s being placed on o
husitiess Feotine with tie vesult i i voiny on Bke a
Most of vou lave rewd about the great
Trish (hareds i Dublin and
Cork, aonl v anieht askowhyoon ocarth were they not
s The drvizh Guards will remwrember
when Mreo Redmond and 1 owere coming ont of Buacking-
Palave after the Howme

house un fire
El‘k'(‘])[i')ll viven to the
hofoare, Vol
Rule Conference broke oul
of their barracks i hundreds and cheered the
very ccho, That fuet alone was calendated to bring
Nome ta the minds of every Natimalist that the King's
winform bt cover a rne bnshno Therefore, ii
there  haid any veallv to ling in the
Nationalists of Treland te the avnv, aud they are worth
the Trsl Guards would hive been sent over
Tone avo sand the whole svstem of recrutting would have
careied on from the frst on the present lues.
[F that had been done T sav, with the ulmost confidence,
that more than denble 1lhie number ol recruits would
have been obtained 1 the scewdh and west than have
Leen obtained up to the present. [Towever, 1t 18 never
{no late to mend, and inasmuceh as mu men get readv
for 1he front a gnod desl faster than some others, T
micht allude to, T exnect the rverruits mow Jjolning
will e in before the fight 18 over.
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