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FRANCE

WELCOME GIFTS TO SOLDIER-PRIESTS.

The Association of ‘ Notre Dame du Salut’ started
a subscription some time ago for providing the soldier-
priests with portable altars, such as are used by the
military chaplains, The delight of the priests was
unbounded when the precious chapels arrived safcly.
‘You cannot imagine,” writes one, ‘what it is to be
able to say Mass oftener. In the country wlere our
regiment i3 quartered many of the churches are de-
stroyed, aud the sacristies are empty. The cures ave
prisoners in Germany. Thanks to the Association of
‘‘Notre Dame du Salut” we are now independent and,
in moments of quiet, will be able to say Mass by turns
for our comrades.” At Easter, especially, these chapels
proved of use; in the trenches, in half-destroved farm-
houses, close to the line of fire; or under the shelter of
a wood, Masses were ‘said by soldier-priesis.

TITE GOVERNMENT'S TOLERATION,

The French Government has given no clear proofs
of its anti-clerieal spivit having changed since the war,
but in face of the deadly peril that threatens their
country, the Ministers, whatever may e their joeju-
dices, are obliged, for the time being, 1o put aside their
petty, persecuting methods (writes a DParis COrrespon-
dent}. There are graver perils abead than the appear-
ance of a white-robed monk iu the pulpit of Nnire
Dame.  Pere Janvier's reassumption of his habit and
other signs and symptoms ol the same kind point not to
a change in the spirit of the Government, bt to a more
healthy tone in public opinion.  There 15 ne doubt that
the men on the line of fire, whatever thev may have
heen before, arve now drawn to the Churell by the in-
fluence of danger and death, anvd alss, 1n a certain
measure, by the examunple of the soldier-priestz. The
latter are not only excellent soidiers, (hey ave also the
first to voluuteer as jufirmunians in hospitals fur con-
tagious diseases. 2\ letivr bas just reached e froon a
priest who, before the war, was o professor jina zeminary
of central France. He wrltes rom Lowpitad o
soldiers on the eastern Drontier oo This
pital devoted to infections maladies, wicre there are
many cases of typhoid fever. Tt was served by medival
students, but their Indisoipiine and eavelezsiess ended
by drrifating the military doctor wiin is at the head of
the institution, and he expressiv dersanded thai they
might be replaced by priests. s requesi was granted
and, althougl we have much to do, we delight in onr
work; ib brings us very elose fo cur soldiers; we are
able {o iufluence them, and, as o rule, they come back
from the front with grave thenehts and resolutions that
make our task an casy ene.’

oL Jarce hos-

ITALY

CARDINAT MAFFI ON JOURNALTSM,

In a sermon delivered by his Fminence Cavdinal
Maffi, Archbishop of PPisa, «t Ins cathedral on Baster
Sunday, there were remarks well worth quoting. Re-
ferring te the foundation by Benecdict XV. of the
national movement for a sound Catholic press in Italy,
the Cardinal said: “ Journalism 1s at one and the same
time the echo and the ereator ef public opinion, the
marvellous artificer of cuwrrents that can both save or
destroy the very edifice of social Jife 1n its progress and
in its civilisation.  The juurnal is a sympathetic instru-
ment, and has become a necessary thing jn the hands of
all those who wish to influence civil life.”  ITis Eminence
then pointed ocut how ile eneiny of goed and of Chris-
tian ideals had made the c¢vil journal universal, and
continued: ‘ Nowadays, not only as a swift neans of

propagating truth, but as a weapon of defence, Catholics
must feel the efficacy of the sound journal, which -
has all the attractions of novelty, without its

odious defects.  The journal can penetrate where the

word of the sacred orater, the voice of the missionary,

and the admonition of the mar of conscience and science

do not reach—the journal which rapidiy diffuses truth

throughout the woerld and excites devotion to good. Teo

subscribe to and read a journal baving for its pro-

gramme the propaganda of truth and the defeat of

error, no matter under what form, has become to-day

almost a matter of conscience.’

POLAND

THE HOLY FATHER'S SYMPATIIY.

In reply to a despatell which lte addressed to the

Sovereign Pontiff M. IHenryk Sienkicwicz, the celebrated
author of Que ["adis? and president of the General Com-
mittee of Ielp for Poland, las veceived tle following
letter from the Cardinal Secvetary of State on behalf
of 1he Isly Father:- - ’
) ‘ [nstead of the usual telegraplic reply, the Holy
Father has charged me to send you the expression of
the sentiments of gratitnde and paternal aflection with
which Lie has beeu inspired by the reading of your de-
spatelr 1n the nume of the General Conimittes of ILelp
for the victims of the war in Poland, so full of iesti-
monies of devoted regavd. You know how great the
Holy Father's grief 13 at the terrible spectacle of the
dreadful carnage and rein whiclh ave the consequences
of the present horrible war,

" As the Vicar of the merciiul God Who loves all
nien with an Infinite jove and Who has viven His blood
for all, he feels for the sufferings of all the combatants
and bears the burden of the sorrow of all their families.
e entertaing the same love for all the uufortunate,
without distinction, and, as he said at the last Consis-
tory, his Teart is particularly moved at the though.t of
the troubles of those of his chijldren whe are the most
tervibly tried by (his fearful catastrophe. T can assure
you i his nanw that hy suceoring the vietims of the
war in Poland, by ecarrvice o o work so eminently
noble and  eharitable, vour eommittee have deeply
touehed the pateraal heart of the august Pontif,  TIn
Lis beloved eluldren of Poland Le not ouly sees a people
planced in tevvor aud deselation, bot e losks upon
them and lToves them as specidly affectionate and gener-
s children, devoted to the Tloly See, even unto saeri-
fice.  Covsequently, as his 1loliness has given proofs of
attachment to Catholic Beleinm by sending a letter of
ercodrarement and a persoual offering, with that of the
sacred College, Tie 15 particularly -plensed to-day in
heing able to acl 1n the sanie way towards his heloved
people of Paland by sending vouw a shmilar cffering in
his angust nanue and i the name of the Bacred College,
and by expressing the hape of seeing the sufferings of
thie Poles relieved and Pofand eomiforted in her anguish.

“1is Ialiness venews his congratulations to your
Commitiee of Help on their truly charitable work in
solacing the misery of the beloved peepls of Toland;
and an festimony of his paternal good-will fowards the
whole Polish nution the Savereizn Tontiff, from the
hottom of his heart, sends the Aposliolic Renediction to
all who shall aid yon, and cspecially 1o you and the
menibers of the committee.’

Nature's sweet face 1s decked with jewels rare,
She weaves glad garlands in her snnny hair.
Rie 1s a lady, fair beyoud compare,

But wman is subject to her davker maoods,

Ho to tile rescue comes the curve of *“ Woods,”’
The Peppermint Care is really *“just the goods.””

Every day Crockery can be better selected at
Smith and Laing’s, Esk street, Invercargill, than any-
where else.  We have a multiplicity of patterns, all
brought when prices were cheap.

WO00D'S HEALING OINTMENT

J. R. WOOD 1

SOOTHING A -Soothing and Hen,ling- prepara,:
ASTRINGENT tion for all Bruptions and Irrita-
ANTISEPTIC tions of the Skin. 1/6 & 2/6 P free

WALDEGRAVE'S BUILDINGR, THE BQUARE, PALMERSTON NORTH,



