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On thAe Land

GENERAL.

A runholder in the Eketaliuna district has just
received advice from Home of the sale of his wool at
163d.

Mr. George Charteris, of Mangatere, has received
his wool returns from London (says the Feildding Star),
Ile received for hoggets and first ewes ls 6d per Ib,
second fleeces Is Bd per ib, pleces ls 3d per b, bellies
1s 2d per lb.

At the meeting of the representatives of local badies
to deal with the small-bird nuisance at f.evin, Meo 'L
W. Kirk, director of orchards, saild that, placing every-
thing on alow basis, no less than £1,400,000 damage was
done per annum in the Dominion by sioall bivds.

There is a dearth of labor fur farm purposes just at
present, and there is no reason why any wan capable of
doing manual labor should be out of emploviment (says
the Ashburton ffwardian). The war has taken away
so many of our voung men engaged as farm laborers that
farmers arc pleased to get men, however mexperienced,

The general vavding of all ¢laszes of stock af Add-
ington last week was on e smail side, and there was
little radical cliange to record o the values obtamed,
except In fat sheep and huubs, wiien
rise.  Fat Lambs.  Priowe faoche, 17t 214 Sd 0 others,
13s 3d to 168 Gd. Fal Sheep. Fxira prone weltiers, (o
2hs 64 prime, 175 ta 22 tid s others, Bs e Tos Sd:
extra prime ewes, to 2hs: prime. 15 (o 2t
129 4d to Tos; inferior, Fos Ud 1o Tis Bl
Extra steers, to E1D 0 ordinavy steers, L
extra heifers, to L1100 crdinary
£10 10z; extra emws, ta E15 s
105 to L3, Prive of heel per
extra prime, Jus 1 ;
baconers, 50s to HDs B (Jllil]l;ll_\' Datcoers, Bl fo 4
extra baconers, 72s {o T R B
AR5 to 32s 1 heavy porkers. Shs to s averng
medinm stores :
191 weaners, 3a to e,

At Burnside Tast weew thore wers sveraee
of fat gheep aud Qo enitle, wiil
Hmited supply. Fhreve wis w tate vardoig ol vsow il
sold at whout Tate raves Fav =heeps 200l vavided, o
cluding several pens of good quebty wethers, aud well
finished sheep were, 0f anvily ;
previous week, but fowards the close of Ue sale vas
were inclined to recede o Little, Free :
Hmited number of sattable ewes ol wetlpy-o Qe
tions: Prime wethers, 2us 1o 285 Bl exirn heasvy, o
395 medium to vood wethers, 21s 1o 230 o, Tus Bd
to 19s; prime ewes. 20x 1o ZU< Gt oxra Jieavy, to Uk
6d ; medium, 13s to ii= Far Cattle - 100 varded,
The offerivg included several pens of woll finishod bul-
locks.  The sale opened at abuoul vrovions weel's rites,
but towards the finish prices were e lined e Tee oo B
easier. Quotations: Best Dutloelks, £11 to £15 Ts;:
extra, to 17 medinm fo good, 11 10s 1 B13
£9 to £10 10s 5 best cows and hetfers, to £17 S« mediam
to good, LT I0s to L% others, €6 i LT, [t
Toambs. - 352 varued, being a sall varding,  Freezming
buyers were operating, and prices for well-Bnbied Taanbs
were fromm 1s to 2s per head above those vuling at the
previous sale. Quotations:  Best Tmmbs, fo 21s 3
rood, 17s to 18s Gl unfini=hed, 19: £d fo ils
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PURITY OF RERDS.

Sceds are perhaps wore vaviable in guality than any
other poods the farmer hps to purechase. The purity
of seeds varies according to the manner of growlh,
method of Larvesting., and cleaning operations. The
germinzxi‘,ing—])ower varies with the chimate and exposure
to the weather during the peviod of growth especially
at ihe time of harvesting—as well as the mude of har-
vesting and storing (either in the rick or after {hresh-
ing). 0ld or dead seeds (says Lhe Jowrnal of the Doard
of Agriculture) are sometimes mixed with fresh sced

of the same species in order to increase profits.  Seed-
testing or seed-analysis reveals the presence (or azbsence)
.of weed seeds which have an euormnous capacity for
damage when sown broadcast over the farm in impure
seeds. It has been estimated that about 164 million
pounds sterling per annum is lost by farmers in Great
Britain in growing (and getting rid of) weeds, a large
proportion of which are sown with agricultural seeds.

A NEW CLOVER.

An interesting novelty in the plant-selection section
of the Moumahakit Experunental Farm is a stolonifer-
ous red clover.  This 1s the development of a plant
discovered in the Anckland Domam by My, J, Beveridge,
the Agsistant DPlant-breeding Officer at Moumahaki,
As far as can be ascertamed this s the first instance
which has been noted ol a clover-plant extending itself
by underground stolons  thal is, sunilar to the manner
e whielh Poa profensis spreads tveeli- -and therefore it
may be regarded as an absolutely new type. At the
present thue the plant s beinr sveded 1 order to ascer-
iain 1f it will transmit the new chavacter from seed.
Should this prove to be the case the 1ype will he a
valuable addition to the clover famis. 1t wonld pro-
babiv be ol speciai viite on lighter soils and in sandy
Colntra,

INTERESTING TRIAL OF OAT VARIETIES.
Loast vear (savs the Jowraol of Aaricoltere) two
ties of oads were {ested ab Wannka Station, Pem-
Irake, with excellent sesulls—Record ocal and New
Abundance oat. The soll s natavally deep and cood,
and no manwre has been applicd 10 it for ot least four
VLY, The tand has been cropped for vears, and
previaus to being seeded with (he oats a pea erop had

et crow. Following this crop the land was fal-
luwed.

varie

U the T8l Mareh of lasu year fwo acres were sown
1 al the rate of two

oo he Neverd oat, the soedline Doine
Bosheds ta 1he aore,

some crested doegstail Teing sown at
The crop wax ent o the middie of De-
arcl was threslied nn e 28300 Maveh of this

N IR

Ui 2ame L.

.-
TR

2 Taeliels 1o the acre, The
A Wi A dosaanple. The sirvw was rather
[AERERRE vowed cver Bl Bioh

The New Abhundance oot

tlee, oo Uhie Pstis Aaoceh, tae see

el

the same
g Tieing alsn at the
vate of two bushels Go the aere. but e seed 1n this
ciee wies sow s withe Western Wolths veegrass and elover,
[1 wis also cwr i the mnldle of Decembier and threshed
cncthe 2300 Maveho Tae vichi was 017 bushiels to the
el The aw imde splendiel ehafling, helug up to
a eneth of 6Or1. I hoth eases Alie vrass and clovers
were sontewhat choked, Lui at the begvinning of last
vionth were coming daway well,

Gsoaowr o

CALTVORNTAN THI=TLE.

T havine been declaced n =onibland ihat entting
the Californian thistie im0l no avail, W anay be pointed
out that in the North Otago distriet veneated experience
has demoenstvated that ihis methed of eradieation ia
entively successiul (savs a writer in the Jowenal of A yri-
ealturey,  Even on farms of rvich veleanie land, where
the thistle has been cat every year just ot e flowering
stage; and where 1t was excepiionntly bad five years
soo, lo-day a marked Dhaprovonent s noticeable, In
some paddocks the vitality of the tlustls 1s so weakened
where 1 Tins not been altosether destvoved that a few
hours' work is now sufeient 1o deal with it, whereas
it formerly ook seversl days with the mower and hovses,
Take the far-famed Totara Kstats,  llere the thistle
had a very slrong held, and the Tand being tich it was
most difitcult {o deal with. Now, by repeated cutting
the thistle has disappeaved allozether in many places,
while where it still persists 1t 15 so weak that its control
is now quile au insignificant matter. A large number
of North Otage farmers will bear me out that cutting
the thistle every year when in the flowering stage has
done marvels in the way of destroying acres upon acres
of the weed in their district.
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