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ticism, and on the unwholesome atmosphere of an un-
christian over-culture. Our soldicrs, before their march,
renewed with Ilim in toly Communivn their covenant
for life and death. The way is a judgment for all
nations afflicted by it, and therefore a loud call to
peuanco and expiation.’

The Pastoral issued by the Ilicrarchy of Austria
makes ne reflections on the nations engaged in the war,
and strives solely to turn all thoughts to the Bacred
Ifeart: '

“The Amgel of Death 1s reaping a gruesome har-
vest; the flower of maunhood is falling beneath the
bloody stroke of his scythe, The tears of widows and
orphans are flewing. The anclent miseries, foo, of
earth are alwoad - poverty, want, sivkness, and wasting
away of lives. Tn such extremes we cast our eves upon
the Heart of Jesus, with This Cross and Crown of Thorns,
Ile has not only fathomed the depihs of human woe,
but has descended into them Himsel'. That He Who
alone was without sin bove all vur sullerings heforve us,
gives courage and strength {0 us i turn, May therve
Lencefortll be bub one rivalry befween us  that which
consists in love of the Sacred Ileart ad ol Holy
Churell?

They trace {he love of God fer man {horough the
centuries, and conclude by exhorting the people Lo con-
secrate themselves lo Christ, and poav foroa vietory
whose vlory shall belang to God slone . to whom adl e
Blessings of peace must be nttributed,

Cardinel Mevelor,

Cardinal Mervcier™s Pastoral s o the saine I(nfl)‘
stran. I 1s inu}»irml }a_\‘ the ardent l);t'[l‘mli::m ol a
‘gr't‘u-l‘ citizen and the fevvent iw;(-f_\' nEon drent !it‘i\'::f-.
He holds up Christ, stricken aod dyvine s s the model
fur stricken Belghuon:

“MThe di‘-('ip[f' 15 not rreater than (ho Maaer, 1o
Tehel ."I.L‘Hi]lﬂf I:.lirl_ To vevolt aeninst Proavodence Tecnsse
i ]unlnilﬂ u‘li{'f amd Drereavernent, s to Torei wlhietnee
wer cine, the schioo!l T wiiiol we have et tauoht s 4
exaniple that eanch of s crries rnven T e nnoee ot oa
(‘hristian. The truth = thae no clisostor oo cnrth,
sirtking ecrveatures ony, s oo

II]J.‘H-E‘I Toowith foat which
DU 811 }Jllli\'i).‘!\'t“(i_ il w oo Ul Tl i shnee 1

[

the blameless victim'
With this fanh as o Yoodd

Y :

I}illl'illlih‘lll arnd e wottids of oy [HE Pt
and Enolinhe soldierss For, in tratd, esr soldiers are
our saviows: prav.odatle foe then T oo 1
shaws how, 1o the houe of trial, a0 ave lan oty ta

Lietehts of heraizsm, and continues

Patrioiisin o =Sooped ot
CPatriotism s o saered thiinee, an:dl oo viohtiinen of
national Ll:lLfIlil}' 15 1N Gl nniner i IJ'\"'i'.‘m.‘ll;m: HEITSITY
.s;lcri]cg:(‘. O L wm ashed what 1ot the vlen
salvation of a brave man wheo T eonacionsle of
lile b defence of his eountry s Tonor o v vindieation
of violaled jn\ﬁ('f‘, Tosbiad] not hesttate o renly that,
withont Ay doubt wlhatever, Chyist erawne Lis I:li?ii;\l'_\'
valor, and that death avvepted Tne fhas st spiet
assures the safety of that nan’s «onl rreaier love
than this no man hath,” satll ome =Savionrs, that o
lay down his life for hiz frienas A the =ofiier win
dies 1o save Lis hrothervs and the Dearthes somd wltars oof
his conntry reaches this hichest of ol the ddegvees of
charity, This is ihe virtue of o <inele wct of perfoct
charity ; b cancels a whole Tiletanie of
forms a sinful man mto a saint.’

sins, aond trans

Mathers of Beletumn,

After ealline on the mothers of Deltun ta stand
erech Ly the side of the Mother of Serrows at the foat
of the Crosg, the Cardinal proclaimsz, with the assurance
of “one having power,” that “allliction (o the Lands of
the Omnipotent is a two edged sword, [t wonnds the
rebellious, 1t sanctifies him o who s willing to endore”
He poinls out. our absolute dependence on God, and,
after enumerating the appalling orrors of Belginm’s
martyrdom, he goes on to speak of her past faulls in
prosperity, and asks:—

* ITave we not something te expiate?  What have
we made of Sunday Mass, of the restraints of modesty,

of reverence for marriage, of the spirit of penance, of
respect for authority ¥’
'
Mercier and the Mass.

And this magnificent father of his people ends his
Pastoral with a Catholic confidence that recalls the
Prephets of the Old Law.

* Let us,” he cries, ‘ continue o pray, to do penance,
to attend Holy Mass, and to receive Holy Communion
for the sacred intention of our dear country. I recom-
mend our parish priests to hold a funeral service on
behalf of our fallen soldiers every Saturday.

“As soon, in Geod’s own time, as the sun of peace
shall shine upon our country, we shall redress our ruins,
shall restore shelter to those who have none; we shall
rebuild our churcles, and we shall hope to crown this
work of reconciliation by raising upon the heights of
the capital of Velgium, free and Catholic, a national
Basilica of the Sacred Heart, where annually we shall
solemnly celebrate the Feast of the Sacred Heart.  And
L every region of the diocese the clergy will organise
an annual pilgrimage of thanksgiving to one of the
privileged Sanctuaries of the Blessed Virgin in order
to pay special honer {o the protectrix of owr national
independence and the Uailversal Mediatrix of the Chris-
tian Commonwenlth,”

Tlow our hearts thrill as we Jook upon this splendid
fiiure, towering, a veritable Colossus, above stricken
Belgiun, and rousing the world by Lis words of fire!
O, the strength of the Iaith that makes such a pro-
nonncement possible!  While his country still quivers
beneath a hell-burst, a wilderness of smoking roof-
trees, of hearths ensanguined by the blood of her mur-
dered children, with the roar of hattle in his ears, he
stands, ecalm and confident, and loeks for redress to
Jesus and Mary. :

The Pope Speaks.

Aud from him who sits on the throne of Christ on
earth comes the sae twofold ory— a ery of anguish be-
cause ol the sulferings of Lis hved ones, and a cry of
sarning to these who look not beyoud the narrow limits
of Thue,  Our Ioly Father, Pope Benedict XV, ad-
dresses the following touching words  of more than
Ficierhy tenderiess Lo has flock. And as we read, let us
rernernber that it s the wish of God that every sounl
oroearth o shonld know and ;u'kuu\\'l('([ga thiet, \‘{;i('e as
the voilee of him ol whom Christ bas declared, * He
tiot heareltls vou, heareth Me ':o -

“But when We look from the heighits of this Apos-
tolic =ee towards the T.ovrd’s flock committed to Our
sare. We are filled with hovror and inexpressible grief
the =iahf of this war. Front the Geod Shepherd

izt, whose place W= hold in the government of
the Church, We liave this very duty, that We embrace
with the bowels of paternal Tove all the lambs and sheep
nt 1is ook’

Penance and Prayer.

11 Toliness exhoets all Bishops to implore God
Cthat e may put away this scourge of Iis wrath which
Ie exacts of the people, penance for their sins; to pray
to the Virgin Mother of Ilun in Whom the Eternal
Father willed to reconcile all things, making peace
througdr tie Blood of the Cross, both as to the things
on earth and the things that are in heaven.’ (Coloss. 1.
a0

The Mountain of the Neutrality of Christ.

With a broaduess of vision that comes only to those
‘who understand the greatness of the destiny of man,
our Haolvy Father and the wveeat Princes of the Church,
while their hearts are wracked with anguish at the sight
ol the sufferings of their flocks, do not hesitate to peint
te the rouch road over Calvary that must be trodden
Ly the sinner. Standing on the Mountain of Neutrality
that belongs to Christ, they fearlessly denounce the
downward path along which ss many were moving, and
iell the erring that this war Is a scourge in the hand of
an Insulted God.

Iow close to heaven this all-embracing charity of
Christ lifts man! It is the charity of Ilim Whose
delight is to be with the children of men, of Him Who
ever hungers for the return of sinners, and ever preached
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