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will, T am sure, claim the attention of your Excel-
lency.

“1. The ministers of religion are not functionaries of
the State.

'2. Their emoluments are paid by way of indemnily,
as compensation for confiscated ecclesiastical property.

" Consequently the memnbers of the clergy take uo
oath, nor do they assume any pledge fowards the Bel-
gian Government, but are simply subject, like ail otler
citizens, to the general fuws of the vountry.

"1 have stated, your Exeellency, that ninisters of
religion, i Belgium, are not public functionaries.

‘Qur Court of Cassation expressly reccgunised this
in a judgment of the 4 March, 1847, which affirmed
that 1t caunot be ignoved that ministers of religion are
neither depositaries nor agents of the civil authority ;
only thuse, says the judement, enn, i fact, be const-
deved as such who by indivect or bmmediate delegation
of the law or of the Government tn some way exeycise
public power, and fo this winisters of religion are
cextrancous.

“1 shadl add that the enoiinments ae pand to the
clergy by way of indemuity.  In the terms of Art. 17
of the Nelgian itut “the emoluments  and
peusions of munisters of religion are o charge upon the
State; the sums necessary to weet thon are annually
included in the Budeet of the Suite”

ST he prepariatory necolintions of this Artiele prove
that 1he wreat ln;ljnl‘ll}' of the Canvress,
emanated the ennstitntions' pact o Belotan independ
cnee, the coobmentz and penstons of 1he
clergy as compensating, o he oo of an demnity,
for the ancient privileves of which the Catholie Chureh
had heen Lie_'llt'i\'i'd at the e whepn ecelestasticoal 1o
POrTY Was confizeated

from whieh

coustdered

A the oulseT of our nationad iu::ll-]'wl-mim:u'_ Aons
Prinee de Moan, Avebnishop of Malines, anxious 1o
Counarantee to the Catholic relizion that foll and en-
tive Libevty whicho wlowse van eosure 3t peace sad pros
perity,”" wrate to 1he Tollnws -
o The state did ouoe vk posaesalon of the property ol
the cleroy exevepr with e

Latinnal Urnoress s

chbicatin of brovidite he-

comitgly For the expen<es of wr=tin ad Tor

teratee ol 1S Arrwle 1o

of the 2 November, 1788 attest-
“The Toly See, To

The i
TSt e Feenely Tiw
s

rothe sike of peace, ratified the
alienation thereol soleiv om the express condition that
the Qovernment <ol remain oblived to treat the
T[li]lisie}‘s ()F I‘L’Ii_[_fi'ln 1A l”‘("i“n:un: Ty, s ;\l‘ti('l("\'
13 and 11 of the Covcordar of 1201, aue aleg the Bulls
thereto relatine, atford pl'f‘ui' With o view to I)T'l‘\'l"Tlf
unjust preferences and to prevent, hy ancans o sueh
action especially, avv azert whatsoever frow hpeiding
the free exercise of worship by exercising an illewal
influence upen the opintons and action of ecclesiastios—
to prevent this, I say, the constituted Government has
never required from the clergy the simnme of any de-
claration in connection with the payvment of their emola-
ments.  If the Covernment now existing exact it, 1l
will force the clergy into o position inferier to thal
guarantead them Dby the Belgian Constitution.

"I euntertain an assured confidence  that the
Governor General will examine eyuitably the preceding
considerations and recognise their legahiy,

CHigned: DL Carp. Mercien,
" Avchbishop of Malines.'

S

The lelter, with the standing and mmfluence of
Clardinal Marcier behind it, produced its intended effect;
and the Qovernor General has abandoned his propesal.

The War and the Sacraments

The preseut war, carried out on such u colossal seale
and involving the risk of sudden death fo Dmmense
masses of men, has given rise to some new problems in
regard to the administration of the Bacraments to
soldiers; and Rome has been prompt to give authorita-
tive decision in respeet to the difficulties that have
emerged. Omne of the most important of the recent
declarations relates to the giving of absolution to soldiers

!

summotned to battle. A ¢question was submitted to the
Sacred Peniteutiary in the following form:  Whether 1t
1s lawful, by a. general formula or cotnmon absclution,
without preceding confession, to absolve, before admit-
ting them to Holy Communien, soldiers summoned to
battle, when their nuber is so great that their confes-
sions cannot be heard severally, after they have duly
made an act of coutrition ¥’

*

The Sacred Penitentiary, having maturely con-
sidered whal has been explained, cracicusly decided, our
Most Holy Father Benedict XV, assenting, that the
answer should be given: T the wffirmetive. And
there is nothing to prevent those thus absolved iu the
aforesald cirewmnstances from being admitied to receive
the 1Toly Tucharist. Jut let the military chaplains not
omit, when opportunity s afforded, to instruct them that
absolution so given will avail nothing unless they are
duly disposed  and that, if they escape danger, therc
remiains for them eative the obligation of going to con-
fessinn 1 due conrse. Al things whatsoever to the
eontrary notwithstanding,

“ Given at Rome 1 the 8. Penttentiary, 6 February,
1915, Carontvs Prrost. =010, Regens.,  JOSEPHUS
Bavica, 5 P, secretarius.’

*

A weonnrd iulpm‘f;nlt deelaration,  i=saed I:‘\_' the
Suered Conuregatinn of the sueraments, relates tooad-
ministration nf Holy Convmunion aud to the celebration
of  Mass noecamps, [t ix iu the following terms:
“The Racred Congregation of the Discipline of the
Sucraments, desivous of consulting for the welfare of
soils, in view of the extraordinary cirenmstance of the
present war, and  whilst they  contivue, by special
authority of vur Maost 1Toly Lord ope Beuediet XV,
deelares and enacts the followine: (1) That soldiers
called to hattle (ssldiers at the fronl) can be admilted,
seetles servandis, to the Eucharistic Table by way of
Viatiewm. 2y That priests atlached to the army who
are dutended to cavrey and care for the wounded and
those who are il (vernacularly litterbearers and infir-
mariansy, 10 they cannot say Mass in ehuvehes, can cele-
brate Mass, all danger of Dhreversnce being removed,
i oany ttine and =ale place whatsoever, even in the
apen wre and thal those who bear arms ean celebrate
Mass in the smme wav, and under the same conditions,
bhut an Sundavs only and on feasts of precept, provided
all the aforesaid priests are hindered by no othier canoni-
cal impediment. A1l things whatsnever to the contrary
notwithslandine.

C(iven at Bewe from the Secretariante of the Sacred
Congregation, 11 Felruary, 1015,

“Triniervs Card Grusrtisg,
* Praciectus,
" Arorsits Carvovostr, Ep. Thenn.
fRecrelarius.’

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

A Tridmen in honer of the Blessed Sacrament
Legan i St Joseph's Cathedral on Friday evening, and
was brought to a conclusion on Sunday at Vespers, when
the ‘ Te Deum’ was sung.

There was Expositicu of the Blessed Sacrament at
St. Josepl's Cathedral on Sunday from the last Mass
until after Vespers, when the nsual procession, followed
by RBenedictinn, took place.

A euchre party and social eveming will be held in
St. Mary's I{all, Morningtou, ou Friday mght.  The
commities expect a large attendnnce, as the proceeds
go towards paving off the debht on the church grounds.

The devotion of the Forty Hours' Aderation will
begin in the Sacred [Hearl Church, Novth-East Valley,
on Friday merning, when Solemm Hich Mass will be
celebrated at 9 o'clock.  The devotion will conclude
on Sunday. )

The Month's Mind of the late TRev. Father Keenan
tock place in St. Joseph's Cathedral en Tuesday morn-
ing at 9 o’elock.  His Lordship Bishop Verdon presided
at the Solemn High Mass, which wag celebrated by the



