VITHUESDAY, Juxe 10, 19i5.

eeadie S

must deliberately leave an unprotected district to the
north or to the south of the retirement. In the first
case there will be numerous small gaps, in the second
case one large one, and the pursuit it properly handled
will at onee take advantage of the one or the other.
Before a diminished enemy unable to hold the shorter
line could establish himself strongly beyond the river,
some portion of the river line would already be within
striking distance and within bridging distance of the
Allies.  If, as is expected, the Allies can add to this
advantage in such a final phase of the war a definite
superiority in heavy artillery, the crossing of the obstacle
after no great space of time should follew as a matter
of course.’

A FIGHT ON BEHALF OF DEMOCRACY

LORD HALDANE AND THE GERMAN CHAN-
CELLOR.

Lord ITaldane Las made a striking contribution to
the literature of the war in an interview with Mr.
G. P. Bell, the Londou correspondent of the Clicago
Daily News, which is published in the Daily Chronicle.

*When did you first become feariul that Germany
intended to break the peace of Eurape? the inter-
viewer asked the Lord Chancellor.

"Well, you know,” answered the Lord Chancellor,
“tlio whole of the past decade in Eurcpe has been rather
critical.  There were moments when peace trembled in
the balance.  The Agadir incident, particularly, com-
pelled us to face the possibility of war. liowever, sub-
sequently things miproved. Anglo-German relations
appeared to be getting started on the right read. 1t
was with the object of maintaining and accelerating
the improvement that | went to Berlin on belialf of the
Government in February, 1912,

*With Bethmann-Hollweg L had close and interest-
ing conferences. The Kaiser, already well known to
me, T saw again, and it was my privilege to talk with
many important men.  Gratifyving as were these inter-
(!hangﬂs. I came away feeling uneasy. Germany was
piling up armawents. She showed no dispesition to
restiiet ber naval development.”

What He Suid.

FWas there veal fear in Germany that Eugland
and her Allies were planning an attack upon the Father-
Land ¥

‘T unable to see how there shonld have been
any such fear. Certainly we had done evervthing in
our power to chviate tt. When [ was in Berlin 1n 1919
I left no doubt 1n the minds of the foremost men as to
our sentiments with referencve to Germany. We were
prepared, and we definitely told them we were prepared,
to enter into the most binding agreement that in no
circumstances would we he a party to oany sort of ageres-
ston against Germany,

‘j\lm'em'e:'. T did my utmost te make the Berlin
statesmen understand England's posttion. T disabused
their minds, if unmistakable langusee could do it, of
all doubt a: {n what would bhe Encland's attitude to a
viclation of Beluian neutrality. Tf the Government
ever misunderstood me on this point they have only
themselves to thanlk., From what |

am

satd to Bethmann-
Hollwer in =0 many words there ought to have been
no doubt 10 his mind that we should regard an invasion
of Belgium sommething over which he could  noi
reckon on our neutrality.

“ I ulso told Jum that as long as Germany chose to
continue ber pelicy of formidable naval development
we should lav down two keels ta lier one. There was
abgolutely no ambiguity in 1y conversation with the
German —C]mm‘e]l(n‘,' and he understood that all T said
on these matters represented the view of the TDritish
Government. Tt was of the very essence of my frisndly
purpose in going to Berlin fo be perfectly candid and
explicit. This was 3o because [ felt that in no other
way could Anglo-German relaticus be got upon the
right footing.’
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Reform Must Come From Within.

‘ Assuming that the Allies win,
to democratise Germsan politics?’

It does not seein to 'mie the Allies
to- do this unless the German
know, it really is impossible to impose government from .
without. Government must come from within. If the
army and the navy and the men who made the war loge
their prestige, Germany will probably recover herself.
How can she better do it than by effectualising her de-
maocracy ! In other words, I feel that the real Ger-
many, which has made so profound an impression upon
the world by reason of great qualities, will take over
the government of Germany when the present regime
has been discredited and destroyed.

‘L cannot help thinking that the present war
should bLring to a permanent end the system whereby
political personages use peoples as pawns on a chess-
board. 1 think secret diplomacy wi% disappear. Cer-
tainly, in the light of Austrian methods leading up to
this war —methods that went right back to the days of
Metternich— political manipulation beyond the rteach

ef the influence of the people it affects ought to dis-
appear.’
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Democracy’s Fight.

"Then you are looking for a great democratic ad-
vance as a result of the war?

‘For a great democratic advance, and for a great
moral advance.  Might has sought to establish itself as
the supreme law. Right Is on the defensive. It is
giving us some very fine examples of the best there is
in hmman nature. -

' The object lessons should he beneficial.
should be quickened.
ll}).

Nobility
Our standards should be lifted
We all were too luxuricus. You in Chicago and
New York were too luxurious. We 1n Londen were too
Tnxurious. Berlin was too luxurious. TIn Paris also
peaple had become Tuxurious.  We shall all be made
stmpler by this war.  We shall be made more frugal,
thore serions, less evnieal, greater. Long years will pass
betore any of us ceases feel the effects of the
struprele.

" A for demoeracy, it s demoeracy’s fight—nothing

oe o

clse The militarist hasx hurled his svstem against
Furepe. 1t must be broken.  When it is broken a
setttement should be possible conserving the politieal

welfare of all the peaples concerned.  Freedom for all
it tonadities 1. the ideal, and | see no reason why it
shauld not be substantially realised.”

“llow do you think the war is gning to affect the
question of armaments?

"I the Allies win—if Germiany, who has carried
Ber inlitary preparations to a piteh heretofore unknown,
finds herself beaten--1 do not imagine any nation in
the future will ba likely to pin its faith to armaments.
H Germany, avmed as she was armed, could not win,
how could any nation hope to win by means of arms?
I am hopeful that the world as a result of this war
will get rid of ab least a part of the burden of arma-
ments. I am hepeful that civilisation is going to do
something to defend itself against war.

Armaments After the War.

“We now kuow that the effects of war cannot be
localised.  We know that twe considerable powers can-
not fight without inflicting disturbance and loss on the
whale world. Definite knowledge is necessary to definite
action. I believe that the world 1s going so to crganise
itself that no natiou, out of ambition or fear, or be-
cause of any other mnfluence or motive, will be permitted
to go to war. 'This means that differences somehow
must be settled by arbitration. If the world had been
so organised last July, Germany could not have refused
to accept our proposal for a peaceful settlement of the
issues at stake.’

“What do you think of the German argument that
America should net export munitions to the sullies?

‘Tt seems to me unfair., For years Germany was
heaping up armaments. She made the most formidable
army that ever has existed and a navy by no means
wegligible, Her arsenals were filled with munitions.
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