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- Current‘ Topics

Selt~-Government for Poland

Russia's promise to grant autonomy to Poland was
received somewhatl cyuically in many quarters, and there
were many knowing ones who predicted that the promise
would never be kept.  That prophecy hus already been
belied, for Russiz has recently conceded a substantial
earnest of the promised ewmauncipation. In the first
week of April a law was promulgated from Petrograd
giving local self-government te all towns in Poland.
The language question is settled on practical and com-
uon-sense lHnaes. Currespondence with State Depart-
ments, as also with public bedies or private persons out-
side Poland, must be in the common language of the
State—namely, Russian.  Replies to letters addressed
to Polish municipal departinents in Russia must be in
Russian. Municipal placards and similar notifications
must be iu both languages in parallel columns. De-
bates iu either language may he at the speaker’s dis-
cretion, but the President is ubliced to explain the sub-
stance of a speech 1§ anuy member preseut announces his
inability to rollow it. Minntes of meetings and other
official ill'l"'t‘,t"llll‘_'.‘- st e peeorded in hoth laogiages,
Tt s provided that any cases of dispated interpretatiog
where both Joncuage: lave beon used shall he decided
according to the State lavguage—-namelv, Rugsian,
The municipal autenomy now granted to Poland s
equivalent to that enjoved by Russiun town<: auid it
1s stated that the new law = weleomed alike by Russtan
and Polish organs of public opinton.

The War

We hailed the capture of Przemsyl by the Russians
en March 22 as a great victory, and we are hound in
justice and in togie to admit that its recapture by the
Austro-German torees s what Mreo [loxd George has
deseribed as a ‘set-back.” At the sne tine there 1s a
sense in which onr eastern Ally s justitied in rvevarding
the loss as only temporary, and as merely an ineident in
a great and comphlicated strupete, The Russians 1‘“.“.
an almost a1llimitable capieity for absorbing defeat.
After even a really heavy reverse, when other nations
would becomo sericusly denmoralised, they qicetly pull
themselves together. and eontinue 10 prooavay alninst
as if nothine had happened. It the meantine these
concentrated mazzed sttacks, even where thev are siue-
cessful, are costinye the Germaons dear s and the Ruin
policy of pegping away and keepiny the enemy busy, s
plaving the Allies” gwne of 7 attrition ) :
Russia is flling exactly the role that i desived and
expected of her: and. considerineg 1}1.(- CLOVIBOUS advan-
tage of the enemy in the watter ol stratevic r;nlw:t;s
and of munitions, «he &= Bhne it welll The real 1rial
Lo the spirit, as the Jony European stmner davs ebh
awav. 15 not these asolated (German suecesses here or
there in the hovdeeds of miles of front. bl the weinry
wait for fthe commencewent of the Ancla Frewelh offen-
sive 1n the west. Weoe may cousole onrselves with the
retiection that the da_‘h\y 1t l[llih: }m\\ib‘l_\' 1ot \\'1111”_\' due
to nuprepareduess s o, if it g, it hawoatoanyrate the
compensating advantace of enabling the ;\.Hh_‘s to mature
their diploamatic measures, so l‘h;tl_ every irou may be 1n
the fire at once when the tine is ripe for the final effort.
The war is a war of diplomats, as well as a war of
troops and generals and munition workevs: and the
diplomatic representatives of hoth sides have heen very
assicdluous in their attentions 1o thaose n_]lm'cstvr_l neutrals
whn, it was known, were moraily certain sooner or ];sh‘\:
to come inte the struggle. S0 farv the adherence of
Ttaly to the cause of the Allies has becen scmn-a_l: and
there appears to he a near prospect of R_num:mm. and
Bulgaria eniering the arena on the same side, If and
when that eventuates, it may safely be taken for granted
that things will begin te happen all round.

s periection.

A German Press Item . _
Referring to the early fighting in connection with
the landing at tho Dardanelles and with the struggle

to securo a position on the Gallipoli Peninsula, our Fri-
day's papers contained the following cable, dated ¥re--
mantle, June 3:—‘ Reuter's Cairo correspondent’s ru-
ports of the fighting at Gallipoli contained in the newly-
arrived papers by mail state that the Australasian
wounded are very cheerful, and speak with glowing pride
of the part they played in the great firht. They are
proud of having been chosen for a task the sucecess of
which depended entirely on extraordinary dash and
daring.  When the wounded hecard of the rejoicings in
Australia and New Zealand they cheered, and cried:
“"We are golug to do better when we get back.”’ '
*

That, we know, is the truth: and it is only what
we shiould expect of and from our boys.  But it is very
different frem the sort of stull with which German
papers, and pro-German papers in America, are being
“Hed up’ by official German press agents. Referring to
precisely the samoe time, place, and incidents, the fol-
lgwing inspired  paragraph appears in pro-German
Anmerican papers:  ‘ Reports  from Cairo, Egypt,
state  that there Thas bheen a mutiny  among the
Australian troops in which many lives have heeu sacri-
ficed. The mutiny was caused by the Australiaps being
urged to the frout to bhreast the withering fire of thy
cnewy while the British troops lagged belind. T was
the sinee way with the Todinns. These poor, hrown
men were cotnpelled to tuke their places before the guns
of the fue, while the anneled fogls aird nafs of the home
regiments sheltered themselves in the trenches behind
the bulwark of Hindus on the firing line.  As a conse-
fence thousands of the Mindus have deserted the
British colors and gone over to the Turke, preferring to
fight in the cause of men who will fight along with them
to fighting and exposing {hemselves for the sake of
cowards who take every advantage, however mean, to
save their own skins.’ It 5 a sure sign of weakness
when a conntry las to resort to the publication of that
sort of stufl in " kesp ity end up.’

A Belgian Florist’s Troubles

As s generally known, mauy thousands of the
stricken Belgian peeple have depended for work and
livelihood en bulb culture and, thanks to the advent
of quite another ~ kultur,” a large proportion of thess
have been reduced to complete begyary., With immense
diffienlty and at eruel lost, o nmnher of growers have
managed to transter large pareels of their stock to [Tol-
land © and they arve writing letiers and publislnng short
catalogues entreating British custonters to send them
even the smallest orders, The Beluian firtus are sell-
e very cheaply, and are willing to take all the risks
and towalt for their money wstil the safe arrival of the
woods, Probably not very muel can be done from
New Zeabauwd, but every little Lelps, and will he appre-
cinted - and we hring the matter under the notice both
of professionals and amatewrs, and, in particular, of the
diveetors of public gardens, in Lhe bope that suything
that can be done will he donn.

*

As diustrating the straits to which Helgion growers
are reduced, wo publish a sample leiter which has been
veceived at this nffice. It is headed A Modest Sup-
pheation 1o Our English Friends'; and the quaint
English in which it is couched in no way lessens the
interest. and pathos of the docunent, We print the
letter exactly as it has reached us:- -

“Bas Van Gent,
' Holland, Marvch 1915,
f8irand Madam, - -Herewith 1 beg to take the
liberty to refer to my previous letler and catalogue;
I should not trouble you so mueh by requesting you
for orders, but as you are awave of the great trouble
1 have been put to by taking in my begonias from Melle-
lez Gand, Belgique, and to bring them all the way up

~to Sas van Gent (Holland), with old horses and car-

riages, as my best horses have been cnufiscated by the
Germans, one would Jose his spirit hy the fact to know,
that this beautiful erop would remain unsold ; and what
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