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 Methven—Rakaia

(From an occasional correspondent.)

The devotion of the Forty llours’ Adoration was
begun in St. Ita’s Church, Rakaia, on Sunday, May
23. The Rev. Father J. Ainsworth, 8. M., Marist mis-
sioner, arrived from Temuka on Saturday evening, cele-
brated Mass at 8.30 o'clock on Sunday morning, at
which thers was a large number of communicants. Rev.
Dr. Keunedy celebrated a Missa Cantata at 11 o'clock,
at the end of which Father Ainsworth delivered the
opening discourse, which was an explanation of the
origin and nature of the devotion, and the privileges
to be gained from attending the exercises. He made
an eloquent appeal to all to attend during these days
of prace. Exposition was continued throughout the
day, the faithful attending in large numbers. In the
evening Father Ainsworth delivered a powerful sermon
on ‘ Confession,” showing at length its divine origin,
and its incaleulable advantages to souls, On Monday
and Tuesday mormngs, Masses celebrated at 7 and 9
o'clock, were attended by large numhers, all of whom
received Holy Commuunion.  Rev., Father Ainsworth
addressed the congregation both morning and evening,
his sermon on Monday night being a splendid discourse
on the ' Mass.” The music was rendered by the con-
gregation and by a choir tramned by the Sisters of Merey,
hy whom also the sanctuary and clurch were artistie-
alty decorated.  The remembrance of the devotion this
yvear will long remain with the people, and will he a
vreat stimulus to them in the practice of the duties of
their relivion,

The parishioners of Methven were equally favored,
The Very Rev, T W, Price, Adwmn. (Christchurel), cele-
hrated the early Mass in Rakala on Sunday, May 30,
and then motored to Methven, where he sane Mass and
waugurated the devotion ol the Forty Houwrs, and ad-
dressed the vongregation most impressively.  The excep-
tinually bad weather prevailing on the Sunday il
tated to some extent against the complete success of the
devotion by preventing a nuwmber of parishioners, who
lived at w distance, trom attending on the fivst duy
but these who had the prvilege of  attending  were
treated to eloquent aud instructive diseourses by the
Very Hevo Father Price. A Large mumber received the
Sacraments ad all the Masses. On Monday evening the
Hev. Father PP 00 Cooney, of Lviteltun, preached an
eloguent sertnon on the * Love of Jesus as shown in the
Blessed Nacrument.” Futher Cooney celehrated the
early Mass on Tuesday morniog, and Rev. Dro Kens
nedy the Mass of Deposition, after which the Litanies
were siiny and the procession held.  The devotion ter-
nunated with Benedictiom the Blessed Racrament.
The music was renderved by a choir and the congrega-
tion.  Falher Kennedy returned his sincere thanks to
his rev. colleagues for thelr genevous uassistance, and
te the Sisters, to whose devotedness the suceess, as in
previous yveara, is largely to he attrvibuted.
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Timara

(From our own ‘correspordent.)
June 7.

Our Sunday moerning st the 9 o'clock Mass, «
number of children of the purish made their First Cow-
munion, After Mass they were entertained at hreak-
fast in the yirls’ school by the ladies of the Allar
Soclety.

The annual processicn in connection with the Feast
of Corpus Christi took place 10 the begptiful vonvent
srounds on Sunday, and, as usual, wus a very impres-
sive veremony.  This time of the year is not the most
favorable for outdoor ceremonies, as the weather {s un-
setiled, but, fortunately, on this occasion there was ne
cauge for complaint in this regard, as the day was an
ileal one for the procession.  This is the one day of
the year, when the Catholics of Timaru unite in making
‘a public profession of their faith, and of proclaiming by
acts of adoration, their firm belief in the Adorable

~Bacrament of the Altar. The people attended in
thousands; and no one coutd gaze upon that magnificent
procession without being convinced of the umnity and
firm {aith of Catholics. Punctually. at 2.30 astart was

made from the convent chapel and, as the long files .

moved slowly arcund the beautiful grounds, the different
eolored regalia and beautiful bannerets of the various
sodalities had a most charming effect in the bright warm
sun.  Several appropriate hymus, to the accompani-
ment of a brass band, were sung during the procession.
Rev. Father Seymour, who was preceded by several
neatly attired little flower strewers, carried the Blessed
Sacrament, and was attended by Rev. Fathers Goggan
and Murphy. Near the steps of the main door of the
convent a temporary altar was erected, from which
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was given. From
theuce the procession wended its way to the girly'
school, where anothier altar had been erected, and Bene-
diction was again given. After this, the route lay
throngh the presbytery grounds to the church, where
the congregation was so large that standing room only
was available.  The first Communicants of the morning
renewed their Baptismal vows, and Rev. Father Goggan,
from the text “1f thou only hadst known the gifts of
God,” preached a most eloquent and practical sermon
on the nedessity and advantages of frequent Communion.
The third aud final Bencdiction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. was then given, and the immense zathering dis-
persed, gratelul for being able to participate in the
united coremonies assoclaled with the ereat Feast of
Corpus (Christi.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

(By telegraph, from our own correepondent.)

June 7,

Al the Last meeting of the Confraternity of the
Hoty Family Kev., Father Caliill resumed his course of
leetures on the nstory of the Chureh,

A wnovena in honor ol the Sacred Hearl is now
heing held 1n the Sacred Heart Churelr, Ponsonby, and
is particularly wetl attended. It will terminale on next
Suuday.

For some tiwe pasi lis Lordship the Bishop has
been undergaing teealment, 11 Vietoria, Tor neuritis
amd the overwork of the late Bible huisehonls campaign.
Flis veturn G Avekband s not expected for some time
vet,

Newrly E4000 more were pal throngh the lofalisator
the Auckland winter rare meetings of last Thursday
and Saturday than at the same meetings last year,
which proves that the war bas not a very depressing
cffect on this portion of the Enipire,

The Rev. John Taylor and Rev, Patrick Flynn
were recently ordained deacons in St Peter’s Church,
Wexford. They are expected to be raised to the
priestliood very snon for the Auckland diocese, wherse
they are due te arrive hefore the enda of this year.

The bazaar in aid of the church and school funds
of the Ellerslie parish was opened in the local parish
hall last Wednesduy evening by Mr. Frank Lawry.
Monsignory Gillan, V.G, and several of the elergy from
the surrounding parishes were present. A good musical
programme was given by friends and pupils of the con-
vent schiool. The bazaar was continued during the
week, and was largely patrovised. It is hoped Rev.
Father Tormey and his parishioners may secure the
fullest results frown their labors,

The devotion of the Forty llowrs’ Adoration com-
menced at the Cathedral after the 11 o'clock Mass on
Sunday.  Throughout the afterncon watch was kept
befere the Blessed Sacrament by the members of the
confraternities of the Holy Family, Guard of IHoner,
and Children of Mary.  Afler Vespers Rev. Father
Cahill preached on the devotion and its meaning. A
procession of the Blessed Sacrament followed.  The
devotion will conclude on Tuesday.  The high altar
was magoificently decorated, the work excelling all
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