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SIDELIGHTS ON THE WAR

GENERAL. ‘

According to the Mefin (Paris), the batile front

held bv the l*lemh is 543 mules long, while 1he British

front is 31, and the Belgtan 17, This, betier thau

anything Clbe, allovds a comprehensive idea of the re-

spective nurerical strength of the Allies in the wost, and
the tremendous task {mposed upun Franee.

MAJOR E. J. (¥NEILL, D50
Mujor Fugene Jesepl. O'Neili, who has been
awarded the Uhtnlt'ul\]led Service ()l(lu for gallantry
and devotion to dut\ at the Dardanelles, is a son of tlhe
late Sergeant O’ \ul], of Dunedin, and I)r()tl:er of Rev.
Fathers . J. O'Neill (Riversdale), aud D, O'Neill

O'NEILT.,

MAJOR E. J. ID.=0),
(Tovercargilly. Hleowis Lovn 1u Dunedin o 18735, and

reccived Tus pritcary edueation at the local Christian
Hrothers' Schanl, where lie was dnx. He wradiated
M.B.oand Ch B, at the Universidy o Otaen, Duriny
1299 1900 fe was Lonse sureeon ab the Dinedin Flos.
preal, snd sn 1002 Jie wenl Ao South Afviea a5 suvgeen-
captam with the Sixth New Zealand Cantincent, and
wis nentioned i despatehes Do oaliant condnet inoatl.
tending to wotnded  wnder five, At the close of the
war he went Home to continme s studies in the Tondon
Taspital, and in August, 1005 after holding several
illl})ut'i:lnt mieclical :11)lminlmt‘ni\ and iin)nn(r his
diplonus as MOS0 LR Taondon, .H.(_.H
Edin.—he veturned G0 hid native oty e joined the
medical stafi of the Fivst New Zealand Expeditinnary
Foree, and proceeded with it (o Kgvpt, and from there
to the Darvdanelles. These who arve l)mwndﬂ ace-
quatnted with Major O'Nelll will not be 1 the least
surprised to hear of his winning distinetion fuor gallantry.
Tle is a born fighier, absolutely withnout fear: and
valuable as is the mediend aid sureical serviee which he
is rendering, it {5 jusxt a question whether hix energy,
determination,  and  resoureefnlness  would not find

greater scope and an even more congenial sphere in the
fighting line itself.  In whatever capacity he serves,
Major O'Neill can he relied upon to bring credit to
himself and to his city,

The following particnlars
service are  taken from the
African war, 1901-2.  Operations in the Transvaal,
March to July, 1901, and October, 1901, to March,
1902, Operations in the Orange River Colony—July,
1901, and August lo Oclober, 1901.  Operations in
Cape Colony—July and August, 1901, Mentioned in
despatches, Lowdon Guzette, August 20, 1901, Queen’s
medal with five ¢lasps.  Major O'Neill has tlhie added
honor of having been recommended for the D.8.0. for
his gallantry during the Boer war.

of Major O’Neill's
Army List:— -South

A LETTER FROM EGYDPT.

The following letter (writes our Auckland corre-
spondent) was read by the Rev. Father Calill at the
meeting last week of the confrateruity of the 1loly
Family. The writer i3 Corporal I, Ashton Warner, of
the Howitzer Battery, and the letter, which was written
al Zeitown, Cairo, on March 9, was uddressed to the
Rev. Dr. Ormond: -“Just a few lives froin a member
of the alv Fawily Confraternity of Auckland. T am
writing these hecguse [othink it my duty owards my
brother wembers, and am enclosing two post cards,
whiel show the preture of the sveamore tree and the
charel, whiel 1< bl on the exact spot where 1t is saud
the Holv Faaly rested. [ daresay vonr have sean
these pretures hefore, bt [ owoudd Tike the othier mem-
bers 1o sce thenmis 1 entered the church and offered a
praver for all the members of the ujnfl,itunit\, and,
as this 15 the night of the meeting, my mind carries me
ek Lo these beautiful meetings which' T always enjoyed,
and will never forget. We have Mass every Sunday
morning at {he magnificent chureh at eliopolis. Rev.
Father Richards geverally officiates. T hope you will
excuse nie writing with a peneil, as 1 think myself lucky
to liave even that, ax we arce camped right 1 the desert,
seven miles from Clatro, and this 18 all the paper T can
ol I oam glad to xav that all the boyvs are kecping
well, and arve as llappy ax can be cxpected. Will you
kindly axk the members of the Holy Fanuly Confra-
fernity to sav a praver or iwe for us. I can assure vou
vou are never forgetten by us)’

A TRIBUTE TO CATHOLTIC PRIESTS

The Rev, Richard Hall, o Weslevan minister, who
Lued acted as chaplain to the Expeditionary Fovces since
the beoinuing of the war, was for ten wecks assoclated
with Father Bradlev, =.1. T never et a more un-
selfish man than Father DBradley,” saiud Mr. Hall, in a
public address at Derey: " [ remember one night we
were slecpiug by o river, and 1 thought T felt a eold
COmWNY UPOn . Wather Bradley wanted me to take
his blaulkets, OF course [ would ot consent to that,
bhut when T wakened up the next morning 1 found
Father Bradley had taken his own blankets and placed
them on me. Another nawe 1 would like to mention
15 that of Father Strickland. I osaw hiow anselfishly
e pertormed his work snd when he heard that [ was
coming to England hie made a0 jourmey of twenty-five
miles for the purpose of bidding me good-bye,  These
two men, when they met a member of the Wesleyan
Chureh and thoueht he had need of the ministrations
of 4 chaplain, went out of their way to let me know.’

CONFIDENCE IN GENERAL JOFFRE.

In a romackable article, the well-known patriet,
deputy, writer, and Acvademician, M. Maurice Buarres,
expresses a fact that donminates the mental attitude of
the French people with regard to the war; their abso-
lute confidence in the talent and conscience of General
Jofire. " Joffre the Silent,” as he is often called, has
mained their confidence, not by high-flown phrases or
theatrical demonstrations (indeed the reticence of his
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