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' LA BEATRICE

—_—
(By the Rev. J. Keuny, Pr.D))

In an old house there is a staivease with a stained
glass window at 1ts bead.  In the window there is the
figure of a smint. o thut when one goes np the stairg,
the nuage s houous above, and threugh v the light
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Tlhat el Lo dedls us in the 1700 Yuarn, Bt
when he e e Bl Capaedy hier simile the sando
riwe Al was =1L o reslity o b, Une
doubtedly “ie woe naonere allegory s the reading of the
|7ttt ; makes thal point alnwost certain, The
verorids of their mectings, the theuvhls that inspirved
Tiis sonnets, Wi plaln veference Lo her death and to s
anuiversare all indicate s veal, lving Beatrice.  His
(':nu'r*ptirnf of her is certainly an idealined oune, and she
Bacomes mere mud more sporttual to him as the ?tmok
nears completion, wntil after the last vision he wriles:
‘1 saw 1hings which determined me that 1 would say
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nothing further of this most blegsed one, until such a
time as I could discourse more worthily of her. And
to this end I labor alt 1 can; ax she well knoweth.
Wherefore, it it he Ilis pleasure, through Whom is
the life of all things, that v ife continue with me a
few years, 1t 1 iy hope that 1 ehad!l write of her what
hath not before been written of any woman. After
which, may it seem good undn Him Who is the Master
of Grace that v spiril shouhl zo henee to behold the
glory of 1ts lady: 1o wil, of that Dlessed Beatrice who
now gazes conlinually un Bl covntenauee, Whoe s
Dlessed throvebont all oo i)’
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