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The Biggest Gun,

The biggest gun in the world—unless the German
army has larger cnes not known to other nations--was
shipped from the Waterviiet arsenal, New York, re-
cently, where it Lad been sent to be rebored, to the
arsenal at Watertown, Massachusetts, to be remounted
for coast defence service at the Pacific Qcean end of
the Panama Canal. The gun is the big 16in. rifle buils
at Watervliet in 1896 and placed in service at Sandy
Hook. Tt was 49t 41u 1n length, and weighs 284,500
Ib. The diameter at 1ts breech is 5ft, and at the
muezzle 2t 5lin. Tt fires a prejectile weighing 14001h
a distance of tweuty niiles, and it costs Lude San in
the neighborhioed of £200 every time the hig plece of
ordnahce is fired. Tt rvequires 6O of gunpowder
every time it 15 discharged,

The sun and Farth.

The abuormually inclement spring weatlier experi-
enced in Europe vives practical importance to the
statement by the [o/0 Vol foife that during the
Tast davs ol Mareh great things weve happening on
the side of the sun Lidden from our view, the vecurrence
of whiclh was made known by e appearance at the
sun’s eastery b of ane of Al niest imposine eoller-
tinn of sunspots seen for neny vears, The leaders of
this croup reached the conbre of {he sun during the
Baster week, and rrom this vimtace cround (s arcue
these who Graee o then o weatlier troulyes) sonspots
are polential fo brTugr their Tnceest neteoroloctcal vuns
s to speak. to Dear on oo ounlortunate planet, A
theory of =unspots, cunneied Jast vear by Professor
1T, I, Furner, aseribes them 1o the Leonid neteors
the rings of =aturn. A thoreuzh vrasp of thix theory
needs an expert anathematival wind: hut, simply pul,
the idea 1s that now and avain the neteors, roushinge
threugh space, hmnp tito =atarn’s titnes, and Traoments
from the satellit ol whivh the rings are
are, as a result,
the glowing atmosphiers of the suan.

cotipused,
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The cavities thus
produced in the photosphere ave the sunspots we see.

The Vision of =ubnunavines.

The Stunddurd savs that the “sicht’ of the sub-
marine has been wreatlv Loproved, wud the moedern
periscepe s fitted with 0 compass by ncans of which
it i1s possible for a heimsmun to steer to fractions ol a
degreo instead of, ax hitherio, to quarter-points only,
B} this the weeuracy with which a torpede can be fired
is greatly enhanced, and in the newest hoats it is
pnssﬂjle fo obtain the Leavines of an enemy ship from a
distance of some miles awav and sct a conrse which,
without it being necessary to use the periscope again,
will bring the lhoat to a point from wiich
a torpedn may be fired owith an shbsolute
certainty of ils mark. The carlier forms of peviscopes
were frail and leaky, and o constant source of trouble,
The new types are nol only vobust, but the rlasses have
uo tendencey to become clondy, and, no matter in what
position tho objeel viewed may be, the image thrown
15 always crecl, aud mob at tihmes inverted, as in the
older instruments.  The bearing of the object viewed
is indicated by a movable poluter on s fixed dial, The
new pattern of periscope is also arranged that if desired
a magnifier can he bronght into eperation whereby a
vessel invisible to the naked eve can Dhe seen and ils
exact position caleulated with mathematical precision.
Onee this has been worked ont, the submariue, as hasg
already been meutioned, cau be subinerged and her pert-
scope drawn in and an underwaler couwrse purvsned nuntil
the exact position at which the torpedo should be fired
is arrived It mav be added that in all modern
vessels the firineg can be done ‘from the periscope’-
i.e., the officer whon is watching the periscope and tolliale
when they arc in use can himself fire the torpedoes with-
out leaving his post.

Intercolonial

The Rev, Father E. McAuliffe, Catholic chaplain
with the N.5.W. first E*{pcdltlonary Force bas left
Egypt for the firing line.

It has been learned with general regret that the
1llness from which his Grace the Archbishop of Adelaide
has long been suffering has again assumed a serious
phase, and grave fears as to the result are entertained.

A few Bundays age bis Grace the Archbishop of
Melbourne bleszed and opeued the new novitiate of the
Sisters of St. Brigid, at Mentone. 1lis Grace paid a
warm tribute to ,the Order, which is faithful to the
hest traditions of the institution founded by St. Brigid.

The Right Rev. Dhr. 8. Reville, 0.5 A, Bishop
of Sandhurst, celebrated lhis Tlst birthday cn the Tth
wlt., and a number of congratulatory messages were
reeeived at the Palace from all parts of the State. Dr.
Reville was born in Wexford in 1844, and came out to
Bendigo with the Right Hev. Dr. Cranc in 1875, 1In
1883 he was appeinted Coadjutor-Bishop.  Dr. Reville
suceeeded Dr. Crane as Bishep in 1301, and during the
past fourteen vears his skilful guidance of the affairs
of the Church has won Ium the golden opinions of all.

The cerenony of speniug the St John's [Tospital,
eetablishied by the Nursing swsterhood nf 8t Jolin of
God at Ballarat, was performed on a recent Sunday by
the Right Hevo Do Higeins, Dishop of Ballayat, The
Ispital handdung 15 what has Beerr hiitherto known as
The snm of £4000 was paid for the
property, ard halt as much mare lias heen expended in
.uh]mn'r the brilding for hespital purpeses and  to
Turnishine, When the whele s completed the toial
vast will anproximate L3000,

The RBev, Father J. O'Gorman (Adm., st. Mary's
Cathedral, Sednevy, has recelved & cable message to the
etfect that the Right Rev Mousizuor O'[lavan, with the
Rev. Fathera W, Barey, J. J. O Driveoll, and J. Rohan,
lind arrived safe in Glasgow alter an exciling voyage.

News 13 just to hand from Fuarope (says the (athi-
afie Peessy that Brother Clement (Director of the Saered
Heart Crilege, Aucklind), has heen appointed to sue-
ceed Brother Alphonsus as Provineial Superior of the
Marist Brothers of Australasia, Before going to New
Zeabid, DBrother Clement, who 1z a native of West
Maitland, was for a nwmber of vears divector of St.
Joseph’s Ciollege. [Tuntevs Tl Both at [Tunters Hill
vl 1t Aueiland he bhas shown that he s a man of
lnrwgr'vs‘s]\'v tdeas s and that, moreover, he has {the neces-
sary initiative and practical business capacity for carry-
e ol thase wdeas. The Marvist Brothers are fortunate
in baving so able o man te lead and guide them in their
noble work.

At a meecting Leld to celebrate the opening of the
new Catholie tent, evecled by the St Viecent de Paul
Soriety at the Liverpool Camp, Iis Grace the Arch-
hishop of Svdney addressed several Liundred Catholie
troops on the subject of drink, and asked them to
})];\(]uw themselves to abstinence. 1 would exhort you
not to be deceived,” said s Grace. T do nol speak
Lo yore as men addicted to drnk, but upon what s now
poereal public guestion, Abstiteince on your part
will be for ~yonr profit, awd help to make you
enjuy  vour serviee o ihe avmy. Tt will  make
vou donbly, anmd trebly, nseful, and strengthen you
in your duty te yonr commanding officers and your
country. Touclhh ne intoxicating drink during the

Batlev's mansion.

war. [ you want 1o perish in the cold, take spirits,
TE vou want Lo preserve yvour warmth, take only whole-
some  drinks. Now, vou mean whe fake aleolol, do

without 1t, and you will find vourselves different and
better wen within three montls. Thal has been the
experience in warfare, botli in hot aud cold climates.
If you want fo keep your health and bodily comfort in
this great game-—for war 1s a great game
yourself with natural, wholesome drink.’

Lampware i3 going to be very dear buying. Hadn't
you better make a selection from Smith and Laing’s
gtock, Invercargill, befora they go up in price?




