
hour of .need. No man in Britain, no man in the
Empire, has rendered finer service in the cause of re-
cruiting than Mr. Redmond ; and his magnificent work
in this direction might well have deterred even the
bitterest and most hide-bound partisan from lightly
taking up the pen to carp and cavil at him.

*

In elaborating its attack on Mr. Redmond, the
Press refers to the fact that at the Convention of the
Irish National Volunteers in Dublin on Easter Monday,
the Irish Leader, commenting on the parade of some
25,000 men which had taken place the previous day,
described it as a demonstration of ' magnificent material
for voluntary service at home,' and suggested that, if
the War Office accepted these men for home defence,
20,000 regular troops would be released for the front.
The Press, ignoring the fact that enlistment for home
defence is taking place in every part of the Empire ex-
cept Ireland, professes to see an unpatriotic signifi-
cance in these remarks; and it is here that the
Christchurch paper's discreditable policy of suppression
is most glaringly in evidence. What are the facts?
The 25,000 men who paraded before the Irish Leader
are only a moiety of the Volunteer body: the rest are
already at the front. Of the 25,000, according to
Irish papers, two-thirds were rural dwellers--sole
holders and workers of Ireland's farm lands. Mr.
Redmond was careful to explain that these men were so
situated that they could not leave home, and that it
was solely on that ground that he made the generous,
sensible, and thoroughly patriotic suggestion that they
should take the place of the men who are at present
garrisoning Ireland. lie was careful also to emphasise

what- he has again and again pointed out —that the
first duty of all Irishmen who were free was to join
the color's; and he proceeded to show that Ireland had
already responded nobly to the call—in greater numbers,
in point of fact, in proportion to her men of military
age, than any other portion of the Empire. His re-
marks on this head are so weighty that we make no
apology for quoting them at length. " 1 say if Ireland
gave any other answer than she gave when faced with
the present danger she would have covered herself with
contempt. Well, Ireland has given a magnificent
answer. (Cheers.) I could not help being deeply moved
on Sunday when we had twenty or twenty-five thousand
young Irishmen marching in the ranks of the Volun-
teers, and especially when I remembered that every man
of them had a colleague or comrade serving with the
colors. (Cheers.) 1 have official figures here, and
25,000 National Volunteers are to-day with the colors.
I am told that there are about the same number of
"Ulster Volunteers.. That would mean that there are
50,000 Irish Volunteersand why should we draw any
distinction between them ? There are 50,000 Irish
Volunteers to-day with the colors, and we know that,
taking into account the number of men who were in
the Army before the war started and the number of
men who had joined the Army since the
war started and not enrolled Volunteers, / know, from
■figures supplied by the Government, that Inland her-
self has over 100,000 Irishmen with the colors, and I
know, further, that, taking into account the. Irish race —

and we have a right to speak for the Irish race as well
as for the Volunteers —I say that, taking the nation as
a whole, Ireland has a quarter of a million men vindi-
cating the principles of right, justice, and nationality.
(Cheers.) So far as heroism in the field is concerned,
Ireland, if she never struck another blow in the war,
could for all time hold up her head with honor.
(Cheers.) But there is heroism at home as. well as
patriotism, and the Volunteers and Irishmen generally
who cannot go to the front for various reasons which we
all understand, and which, mark you, operate just as
much in Great Britain as in Ireland—lrishmen who
are not Volunteers and also Volunteers who cannot. go
to the front, can do great and heroic services at home.'
That is, as we have said, common sense and sound
patriotism. These facts, and these expressions of
patriotic sentiment on the part of Mr. Redmond, were
all before the Press writer as he wrote; yet he has
deliberately suppressed even the most distant allusion to

them. . The Press contends that as the British Navy
keeps Ireland free from invasion, these 25,000 men are
not required for home defence. The retort is obvious?
If that is so, the thousands of skilled and trained soldiers
who are at present garrisoning Ireland are employed on
work that is not necessary, and their place is clearly
at the front. Mr. Redmond's statesmanlike and
practical offer gives the War Office a feasible and excel-
lent opportunity for sending them there.

*

The Press is displaying a very poor quality of
patriotism, and a very poor sense of public spirit and
civic duty, in thus railing and girding at the man who,
at a time when he could have seriously embarrassed
England, threw the whole weight of his influence on
the side of national service. If the paper is really
anxious to develop a proper spirit of patriotism in the
Empire there are many directions in which it may find
scope for its energies. It may have a word of ad-
monition to offer to its particular friend, Sir Edward
Carson, who but lately was hobnobbing with the Kaiser,
and drilling troops for the express purpose of fighting his
Majesty's forces and drenching Ireland with blood. It
may devote some attention to that son of an earl and
responsible headmaster of an English public school who
has been preaching the highly patriotic duty of ' not
humiliating ' the heroes of Reims and Louvain, and of
the Falaba and the Lusitania. It may have something
to say to those sections of Englishmen who prefer drink
to duty, and who are shirking their country's call to
such an extent as to evoke a widespread and insistent
demand for compulsory service. When it has settled
scores with these worthies, it will probably be too tired
—or too wise—to waste its time in recrimination and
abuse of those who are giving their best blood for the
Empire, and making glad and willing sacrifice in what
they believe to be a just and holy cause.

Notes
« The Priest and the Battlefield '

We have received inquiries from several corre-
spondents as to where they may obtain that most ex-
cellent publication, The Priest and the Battlefield,
which is being reproduced in our columns. Most of
our Catholic booksellers are likely to have a supply of
the pamphlet. Failing these, it can always be obtained
by application to the Manager, Australian Catholic
Truth Society, 312 Lonsdale street, Melbourne.

A Soldier's Camel Ride
In view of the time spent by our troops in Egypt,

the following racy description of a ride on a camel,
contributed to the Manchester Guardian by a soldier
in Cairo, will not be without interest to New Zealand
readers. This soldier may or may not be able to ride,
but he can certainly write. ' Before a camel gets down
it makes a noise like a sitz bath being dragged along
Oxford road at the rate of about four miles an hour.
Then it folds its legs under it like a four-fold two-foot
rule, and then you start. It's your turn now. You
get on its back and its legs unbend, and you clutch and
think of all the bad deeds you have ever done, and
then open your eves expecting to find the Pyramids far
beneath you. The motion when it starts is that of
riding astride the banner in a Good Templars' proces-
sion, and when the beggar runs it's like being
astride the banner in a Bad Templars' procession.
It's when a came! gets down that one really begins to
see life. Have you ever trodden on a loose stair rod?
That is the second sensation. The first is like one you
get when you come across the top stair from above in
the dark, when you don't know it's there, and the last
makes you remember the day the hammock rope broke.'

President Wilson as Chadband
President Wilson, addressing a Maryland confer-

ence of the Methodist Church in the first week of April,
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