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Current Topics

Joffre and His Generals

General Jeffre, in a recent friendly chat with the
Editor of La Dépéche of Toulouse, said scme interest-
ing things about his generals.  Therc is a manly fran !
ness about his utterance, and his remarks carry with
them the emphasis of sincerity and the ring of truth.
The disclosures are not altogether new, some hint of the
facts having alrcady leaked out, but the General's
definite statement stawns them with the halllmark of
authenticity.  Asked ahout the defeat at Charlerot, or
Mons as the British call it, he said:

"'We ouglht to have won the battle of Charleroi; we
ought to have wou ten times out of ¢leven.  We lost it
through our own faults.  Faults of command.,  Refore
the war broke out 1 had already noted that among our
generals many were worn out. Some had appeared
to me to be ncapable, not good evough for their work,
Others tnspired me with doubt,  Some with disquistude.
I had made up wy mind to rejuvenate our chief com-
mands, and T shoald have done sa in =pite of all the

cominentarios and azuinst all nalevolence, But the
WAL caine Lo senn. And, hestdes, there were alhor
generals in whens 1 ohad faith and who have not re-

sponded to v hopes.  The man of war veveals himself
meore 1o war than in =tucies, aid the quickest intelli-
getice and the wmoest comnlete krowledee are of little
avail if thev are vnaccompanied by gualities af action,

The responsibilities of war are suell that even in the
men of merit they pavaivse their best faenities, That
15 what lappened to some of v chierg, i rertt

turned out to be below the ma T bad 1o vemods
these defects.  Some of these generals were v bosd
comrades. Dut if T Jove my friends niaeh, 1

more. T relieved ther of their posta, 1ot

same wav as L ought to be treated mvse

thought T am not vood evonchie T odkd vor oo

punish them. but sinply s aonrensire of puablic safoty,
I did it with a heavy heart. When 1 have been
I have wept.'
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The Coalition Miaistry

The announceruent ol e
Cealition Cabinet 1o Encland Lias
country witheut cuthusiasm- ax
Apart frowm the fact
and is caleulaved to have anvibing
efect either in the outivi the FKmpire
amongst our Allics, there are oo covvineinr indie
that the propoused changes will be acrnpanied by any
real access of strenvth 1o the Government, To pretend
that such a reconstruaeiion is necessary in orvder to ob-
tain the best Lrains of the country for careying ou the
present struggle is somewlhat trans=parent hunibue. The
members of the Opposiilon Parly who have been en-
tioned as likely to b given a plice in the Coalits
Cabinet are Messrs, Balfour, Bonar Law, and A0 Ch
berlain. Alr. Balfour hos admitredlv ) nteliertunl
ability of a very bigh order, but whether 1 I3 of the
practical kind which would, presumably, be most press-
ingly needed in time of war, i1s very nuell open o
doubt, Messrs. Donar Law and A, Chamberluin are
the merest mediocrities- -which would 1ot matter o
much, and which might, perlaps, cven be a recom-
mendation, if they themselves yealised the fact. Bt
both of these pentlemen nave an altegether extravagant
opinion of their own abilitics: and a concetted wediocrity
is alwavs liable to he danverous.  There is probably
more foundation in the explanation that some change
ix necessary in order to do away with the reenrring fric-
tion between Lord Fisher and Mr. Winston Churchill;
but surely a solulion of that problem could be found by
some less violent method than that of a suspension of
Parliamentary govermnent. So far as the nanagement
of the war is concerned, the Government has, on the
whole, an execllent record, and one which, apart from
mere party press and peliticians, has given general
satisfaction. If there were weak units in the Cabinet
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they could have been replaced in the recognised consti-
tutional way. We suspect that the Dy News is not
very far from the truth when it declares that ‘the
reconstruction of the Ministry has no practical meaning
oxcept as a concession to the press,” and when it refers
to Lord Northeliffe, owner of the #Vmes, Daily iai,
and other newspapers, as * England’s Dictator.”” The
only thing that is caleulated to reconcile the public to
this penerally-deprecated swapping of liorses when cross-
ing the stream is the fact that Mr. Asquith apparently
approves and desires it, That beiug so, 1t must be
judged to be in some sort a necessity-—albelt a not very
pleasant or reassuring necessity.

Germany and Her Prospects

Worse any day than a defleat in the field is in-
ternal disseusion and domestic bickering ; and the recon-
struction of the Ministry— .ov, rather, the reasons which
have given rise to suclh a proposal-- and the attacks
wliieh are apparently being levelled against Lord Kit-
chener, are not exactly exhilarating reading.  As a set-
ofl against these somewhat disguieting itens of owr late
news, itois interesting to unote that German apologists
are Heeinning seriousiv to diseuss the possibility of Ger-
many's deleat, and the natnre of the losses which guch
an onteoms ight e expected to invelve,  Both aspects
of tie war sitwation are tveated at length, frem  the
purcly German point of view, by Frank Rocester in the
New Tork Trittunc; and the article s remarkable for
the very unexpected admissions that are made. The two
potets ef special interest in the c¢ontribution are the
wriler's eomments on the prohahie duration of the war,
aund his anticipation as to the terms which will be im-
po=nd o Germany in the event of the Allles’ success.
Pl nificance of the failure of the great
drive a Yaris, and of the fact that aifter so many
e Warsaw 13 «ti] nureached: and he
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i, it not phveieal starva-
hestilities and the capitula-
Ile contends, however,

ault can be brought about
- horl neried of time is
¢ oufter miore fhan balf a
Pisony v untouched, while
4ot B tervitovies are overran,  CAs-
pven. ihat the forsunes of war vo against the
aind that tiey are foreed out of France, Bel-
; e mosl oolhuistee ol the Allles’
Dardlv expoot 1 unti after a vear of war
s nassed, Helative toe ainiie) conditions would then be
i P T i win< tha et the besinning of
the lem St cver would be ruived.
e ta Lo vear, with {rermanv on

the delensive, Tor the Adlies fo fur into
oy os Cernrany his driven info their tervitors.
Howil reratve at deast two vears of war fur the
Allies Lo overenne initinl German sneeesses and gatn a
" S her, even assening that the Gernon mili
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Alles connot exirel. Asswing that
the German Torees are zradualle pushed  back, with
fuictuations in the tide of battle, the Allies cannot hope
at most io gain a parity with her by the end of the
third vear of the war. The actual defeat of the
rermans eould not, therefare, he exnected short of four
venrs nnder the most favarable circunstavees. it-
chiener, who shouid be amouy the best infnrmed of the
Allies' leaders. does not nromize ithe DBritish public less
than three vears of war.” Unless there should happen
unexneeied break-down on the Gernan side,
an unreasonable line of avcuwmnent: and the
indicationg are that—unless the enfrance of Ttaly should
materiallvy exnedite matters—TLord Kitchener was not
verv far wide of the mark when he made hig prepara-
tions for a three years’ wm'a.t
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As to the terms of peace, the writer's estimate 1s
Laged on the expectation that Germanv’s defea_-t'- will
not be absolule and complete, but that the war will end
in what mav be described as a draw in favor of the
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