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IN A GERMAN PRISON-CAMP

- i

EDIFYING FERVOR OF

Tili MEN.

[The following article, translated by the Dublin
FLeader from Le Seinte Fumidle, a publication of the
French Redemptorist Fathers, was written by the Rev.
Father Ducroquet, C.88. R. It will be noticed that
the first part of the article Father Ducroquet describes
what had taken place before his arrival at the prison
camp. In the occurrences described 1n the rest of it,
Do has himself taken part.  He is still a prisoner.]

War is a terrible scourge.  The justice of God
allows man’s fury to run its course, and on all sides are
heard stories that make one shudder, and everywlere
is sorrow amd anguish, But while God sends diffi-
culties and trials, lie pours out over souls graces of
resiguation and prayer-—grvaces that have already pro-
duced a rich harvest. Tustend of revolting asainst
Ilim, or going away from [, people subinit and draw
near to Ilim, in repentance and Liope. In France
crowds, weeping and praying, fill the churches. On
the battlefields, and in the trenches, men who had not
prayed for many a day have sought among therr child-
food memorics Tor prayers that are not forgotten, and
have said them with fervar, Whele companies have
been seen rushing (o batile veciting the Rosarvy, aud
etliers have said the Rosary i the feeuches while the
shetls were Lurstiug overhead. Many lizve promised
conversion to a new Christian Nife, iF Bife ot home s
again given to them.

It is especially i the prison-camps that the grace
of God is working wonders.  Woudd that mathers aml
friends at home could see the stohts wiiteh we xee? 1
will try fu give yoi aciiie ided of thitiea nose, o the
vlory of God and the consolation of thoe who lave
pra)_'ed.

Where Men Turn 1o Gorl,

The camp of PFriedrichsfeld s situated near Wesel,
about two miles from the Hinve, ald
which was oceupied by the prsoners i 17O which

he<ide an camp
was subsequently transformed into ndlitary harracks
The ground altotted 1o the prizovers s abaut 2Nty acrves
in extent, and is swrrounded by tripte bes of harhed
wire.  Wooden huts hult by the priseners themselves,
and suitably furnished, sive sheltee o about a0 0
men, There are 16,000 Frenchmen, 5ot Russians,
500 Belgiaus, and 300 Englishmen.  The Gl Prisonees
to come lere formed part of the garvi<oit of Maubeuoe,
and came here n few davs after the rail af that town:
that is to say, about September Lo Amongst Lhem
were some ten priests from Norwd and Cotes-du-Nord,
The oldest of the number, Father Tibauls, o Redemp-
torist, asked at once for authorisation to have AMass
sald in the camp. The question was duly considered
by the authorities, and permission was vranted, and
from the second Sunday Mass was salid on an nnpre
vised altar in the open atr. From eight to lea {honsand
attended, happy to find soincthing of the fatherland i
this land of exile.  This was the beginning of a wonder:
ful return to religion. These wmen whe bind now nothing
on earth, turned to God, Who was {o Lie {heneelorth
their consolation and strength.
The Work of the Priest-Prisoners.

It was then asked if a chapel nmight he ereeted at
the expense of the prisoners, and again perwmission was
granted. A few wealthy anes offered le defray all
expenses, but every one desired to conlribute something.
A collection was made in all the huts, aud in a few
days a sum of cloge on L500 was in hand.  The chapel
was built in a fortnight, and Mass was soon satd in it
On Sundays the altar was placed at the entrance, and
the crowd remained outside.  The number of those who
thus assisted went on always increasing.  The singiug
was rendered by a large, well-trained choir, and soon
a harmonium was hought. In fact our devotions
recalled some of the most beautiful devotions in France,

.

Father in charge of the chapel profited by this
religious awakening, and began to give sermons to his
fellow-prisoners. llis words went straight to their
hearts, and soon all the priests were engaged hearing
confessions. And as the evening fell hittle groups
could be seen walking slowly and silently, The con-
fessor, accompanied by the penitent with howed head
and collected look, was followed by a few members of
the mnew flock, awaiting their twn for confession.
Every evening the Rosary was said in common.  There
were four or five hundred men at the beginning; now
ithere are 3500.  Things have been geing on thus since
the Feast of All Sainis, and the numbers could scarcely
increase, as the place was too smmall. When, however,
the bad weather sel in, and Mass could no longer e said
in the open air, Providence provided a new place.  The
German officers, who were delighted by such manifesta-
lions of piety, offered a large unoccupied bnilding as
a chapel. Tt is there the prisoners unite now for Mass
and devolions.  On the Feast of All Saints there were
1500 men at 1loly Comnmunion, and as greal a number
oun the day following - All Souls” Day.

From that day forth Christian life become more
inlense in the camp.  There were then ten priests mmong
the prisoners of Friedrichsfeld, but when they were told
{hat prisoners in oller camps were deprived of the assist-
ance of relimion, four priests voluntecered to go 4o them,
awtl were sent to Munster,

Men Fager for Spirttual Unnsolation.

Twas at this time that 1a rrived [vom Maubenge with
two viher priests, Fathers Lecointe and Deryeke —Dboth
curates of Armentieres. We came with the wounded
whom we had assisted 1n the hospital. We had spent
three nmonths attending Lo their bodily needs, and now
we were going to work for their souls, and we had the
most beautifud ground for aur Apostiesing that the heart
of » adssionary conld desire, Trouble and long days
of reflection had prepared the hewrts of the mmen, and
they were for the consolation that comes from
above, the thne had arvived Tor sowing good seed, and
Fathor Tihanis and 1 began a serles of sermons (o the
e IFather Becointe cave s his assistance alzo, and
three thmes a weel at the evening devotions we have an
audhienve of  alimost thousand men, who hsten to
the lectures with an cagerness that s very touching.
They tand crowded together, as theve is no sitting rovm
o a1l and to get o good place some of them come three-
gquariers of an henr before the time. The chapel is
<oon 1Hled, and those who despair of getting in by the
Ao come an throngl the windows, Others remain
standing i the mud ontside, crowding round both win-
doars. We very much regret that we have
lareer building. as we could  easily have an
audicnce of six thousand.,  The men cheerfully bear all
the inconvenicences of the present erowded building, so
cauer ave thev fo asmwit at the sermons. When an
appeal s made to their feelinga, many an eve is dim,
and many a cheek is owel with hot tears. 10 s {hwe
hranty of relicion 1hat especially appeals to tlhem, and
thev tell us that words can not express their gratitude
Lo ux,

Ax a result of {he the vnumber of con-
versions has gone on rapidly mersasing. We must now
Lave two 1ligh Masses on Sundays, and yet at.the 10
oelock Mass several hundreds of people have to remain
oulside the buildine. It is caleulated that 9000 assist at
Hnndav Mass: 1500 hear daily Mass, and, sinee the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, we have about
200 dailv Communions. The German colonel who is in
command ab the camp 3 & Clatlichie,
He never fails to come to one of onr High Masses
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Their Devotion to Our Lady.

The Feasl of the Immaculaie Conception of 1914
will remain long in the memery of the Friedrichsfeld
prisouers.  We prepared for it by a series of sermons
on the feast and by a special novena. During the
novena 3500 men assernbled in the chapel three times

and the Glerman officers were astonished, s impressive daily.  There wore from 400 to 300 C'm!nnun'\ons every
were the singing and gencral fervor of our men. The niorning and 1300 on the feast day itself. As a result
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