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we had 300 conversions—300 new tabernacles which our
Blessed Lady offered to her Divine Sou.

A prisoner presented our chapel with a statue of
our Lady of Lourdes; and as we may nat reserve ihe
Blessed Sacrament, it is our Lady—ocur Lady of
Lourdes, the Patromess of France—who is our com-
panion and our refuge. = From 5 o'clock in the morning
till @ at night, the prisoners come to pray before this
statue, for themselves, for those who are dear to them,
and for France. There are sometimes 200 there to-
gether, and there are never fewer than thirty or forty,
and to see them you can readily divine that their whole
soul is lost in their prayer. For this reasou our Blessed
Lady is working wonders here which are beyand count-
ing. Many say that they owe their lives to her.  They
show us a° medal or a rosary, which their mothers or
their wives gave them before leaving home. They
preserved these souvenirs with eare, and the souvenirs
caused them to pray, and our Blessed Lady assisted
them, and now thev return to Gad.  We have had here
about 4000 conversions in four montiis.  We can give
the number of these conversions, but we can notl deseribe
their fervor. A priest remarked to me the other day:
“ I have been sixteen years in the ministry, and I have
never met with souls so well disposed.”

Touching Incidents of Conversion.

Many are so touched hy grace that they shed
tears at their confessions ; antd the confessor. indeed, nnt
infrequently weeps with them. [nstead of having to
exhort thewm, he listens with deliclhit 1o the touching
expressions of their repentance, and 1o the benutiful
resolutions which they, unasked, make known to him,
I have often been thinking, since [ came here, of the
times of the Apostles, and T have said to mysell that
the first Christians must have confessed in the sane
manner as our wen do.
recalls the souvenirs.  There are o contessienals, ot
course, but there ave benches along by the walls, and
seated on these we hear confessions. We liad fson
confessions the two days before Chrstias. We had
ten confessors then: now we have only six, a2 fonr uve
gone to the camp of Minden, where privsts were wanted.,

One of the most touching thungs tn the camp s the
fervor with which some of the men carey on an apostle
ship. 1t often happens that those win come to con
fession have been induced 1o come by thelr colupanions,
ar they tell us that they have been Drought by oihers
to the chapel, and that the sermons appedled to them
and that they were very much touched too when they
saw how fervently other men praved ayd practised
their faitll.  Eu truth it is impossibie to enter the hide
church without being impressed by the sicht of those
men who pray so well

Our place of worship, oo,

Miracles of Grave.
With so many pravers b is net astonishing that
grace 13 doing wonders here. The men are themselves
surprised at the changes they see round about them.

A Belgian oflicer sald to we recently: " Sume peopie
fancy that there are no miracles nowadays.  Yet we
see new miracles here every day. s 1t nol a wuacle

to see all these men who blasphened and seoffed ol
veligiou, passing Lours in prayer, aud speaking of God
with tears in their eyes, and ineapable of finding words
to describe the pood which religion s doing to them

Yes, God 1s wonderful 1a 1Tis Providence, and this
is the good e 1s briuging from the Facl that priests
have to serve in the army.  Thus it s thal the plaus of
the Evil One to ruin souls are turning against himself.
Without us these 20,000 prisoners would have heen
deprived’ of the assistance of religion wineh is now
their intimale consolation and support. We are in
touch with all ihe nalionalities here—FEnglisly, Flem-
ings, and Russians. Father Tibauts and T speak Xng-
lish, and we hear the confessions of the Flemings, and
the Cathalics among the Russians, by means ol a set of
questions.

The goodness of God is making use nf us fo pre-
pare true Christian men who will yet be apostles in

their own families, and in their parishes, and who will
make of ocur fatherland a new France, a Christian

France, o France worthy of the most beautiful ages of
its history.

Eltham

(From our own correspondent. )

Mr. . A Ongley, of the Eltham High School, has
accepted an important engagemen! at the Wellington
(r,‘ollege. _Mrs_ Ongley, her daughter, and Mr. P, A.
Ongley will be greally missed by their Eltham co-
religionists.

A successful meeting ol the Catholic Federation
of Eltham was held in the sehoolroom after the 11
o‘ol_m‘k Mass on the 2nd inst. Besides the ordinary
busmoss_ of the meeting, it was necessary to elect a secre-
tary owing to the early departure of the present secre-
tary (Mr. P. A, Ongley), and the choice fell on Mr.
N. Reardon.  The opinion was freely expressed that
tiie choice was a good one. )

- A very old resident of this parish, in the person of
Mr. James McVeagh, has left us to take up his resi-
dence in Auckland, and practise his profession there.
He widl sHll retain an interest in the local legal firm of
MeVeagh, Morrison, and Stewart.  After Mass on the
Zhth ultiue, an illuminated address was presented to
Mry. MeVeagh, and read by Mr. L. II. Grimstone,
nianager of the Bank of New Zealand., The address wasg
s iollows: ——

‘Dear Mr. MeVeagh, —We, the priest and parishioners
of St Joseph's Chureh, Eltham, desire, on the eve of
vour departure for Auckland, to convey 1o you our
appreciation of your many sterling virtues as a Catholic
ventlemaa. During your iwelve vears’ residence in
this purish your excenplary life :m;nugst us has been
tridy ediiving, and vour valuable serviees in all that
pertained 1o the wellare of religion have done mueh to
promote the great progress of the Catholic Churel and
sehinol in this rising town. Tt is with veTy sincere regreb
thas we sav good bye 1o vorr and vouwr familv, We
shall prav that the good (God mav Lless Mrs, MeVeagh,
vou, o vour dear ehildven with eontinued happineﬁs
amd prosperiny o vour new home in Auckland -«
T Casn, fparish  priest). On behall of the
parishioners: J. O Hacax, A, R Cronix, P, AL
PINUGLEY.

“Elham, April 23, 191567

AMarvellous is the manner in which the periscope has
farecd Hs way to the front in the present war.  And,
when one learns 1ts value in land operations, cne is
astonshed that ils virtues were not discovered sconer.
Nune out ol ten of ns had never hearvd of the instru-
ment w1 months ago exeepl 1n conneetion with sub-
WEATTION. It has now Leeome one of the most import-
ant atems inan officer’s erpuipment, being of 1mmense
value 1 oalmost any form of land operatious, provided
suflicient, ight is available. Tt enables a mwan to see
wilhout heing seen. Tn street fighting the operator
can see round A corner without exposing himself to view
or to the eneny’s firve. (I reconadssance accurate
abservalions can be made from belind a wall and com-
pletely under cover. In the trenches periscopes have
proved invaluable, and have been the means already of
a ureat saving in the hves of voung officers.

The builder bulded a house of brick,
"T'was as sound as sound could he,

But the builder himself was out of repair,
And a ragged ccugh coughed he,

*"Tis a wooden suit 1I'll be wearing soon,’
Said he, and his face was dour,

But he beat the old Reaper in just two hours
With Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure.
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