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A POLYGLOT DIOCESE

1f St. Luke could take hLis stand in the diccese
of Fittsburgh to-day, he might well apply to it the
words he used in the Acts of the Aposties 1u refercuce
to Jerusalem on the Feast of Pentecost: - There were
dwelling there devout men out ol every nation nnder
heaven.’ And the sacred writer’s deseription of Lhe
amazement of the multitude, * Because that every man
heard them speak in his own tongue,” 15 stitl verified
in the ten counties of Western Penusvivania, where the
inspired utterances of the great Evinweiist are read
Sunday after Sunday to the assembled congregutions 1o
no fewer than seventeen languages {writes Rev. T, Coak-
tey, D.D. in laeriea). Inaddition to this, wany different
dialects are used, some of thew almest rising to the
dignity of a separate tongue. Every quarter of the
world has sent its representatives. There are Knglish
and Germans, Freuch and Belgians and Lualians, Slovaks
and Poles, Slovenians aund Croatians, Bohemians and
Russians, Bulgarians and Lusatien<. Lithuanians and

Magyars, Rumanians and Syvrians It <dows nol seem
an exaggeration to say that Pletsburech s the Pencemssial
diocese of America. We have Cathoelies afl vhe way

from the frozen steppes ol Siberia (o the burniny siiils
of the Sahava, and {ar bLevond: from China, Eevyn,
Arabia, and the Tland: of the Puocilics rrome paonn
India and infidel Twrkev, (e Catholie Spain, and
Protestant England. Anyv Snuday merning o the
majestic Cathedral al Pittsburgh, Tov in.ﬂr;nm-. nne s
see dusky mnegroes lisping the quamnt dialects 0 fne
sunny South, ahmond-eved Japanese vronn the far-awaw
ga:'déns of Nagasaki, auvd olive-skinned
the btushing vinme hills of ihetr own delichifnl =i,
There are lteshiv-baptised Jews Croenne the Toeal toboees
factories on Centre Avenne, as well as =viians, speak.
iy the seif-same lancuave a~ hr : oanl o wlio
were {atholies at o tine  whel jrit
emerging from the gt of ot nuioe, There are wells
;ronlil(}(l' Ameriean cohverts, bnpeliclis and  eier
itheir new-found ralth. but whoo as o vers e had
opportunity to swtder for thelr vebieion, wl ;
ship side by side swith Unthotic smpnzrinis froe il
eastern BEurope, swaithy rneno woith s :
wuseles of ron. wiveee Dstary e banhed Sn s
it owas Chelr sives thai saved

drenching the Tairest plasns o the ol w
heart’s blood that the Crose o Ul nocin e
furled as the standard o western civiiizan

nat for nothine that the =lav wenes tne Croee b

trnti
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Srrrnra Tratn tiaoe

ot his coat, for he has bheen oo
The Athlote o Chra

Tneludine the =lavs of the Grock Bathenian e,

nearly 3(“]‘()0[] Catholies me fiee eliow-ese 08 Prtr-ivars

do not sav thelr pravers or vo fo contession in Fowl

In other words. aboit hree-fiths o)

the hocese speak
a foreign languuawe, Tor the Lid izsoe of the Cuthalie
/):‘rr«'!u)‘y gi\'és the Catholie population as D00,
Among these hall a militon Cati;dies there ave. aceort
Ly to statisiics published recentle by Bisbop Cateving
T(,i,OU() ltalians s €5.000 Poles: 15000 Slovaks of the
Latin Rite: 2000 Lithuwanians : S0000 Croatians . GHD
sloventans : 4000 Maovars: 000 Boliemans o 2000 1501
vigns ane Frencl: 20000 Bumanians: Ehon =y, e
EU,O(}O Greck Buthenizus. o proportion Lo Lhe totul
negro popul:ltiun, ihere are few ('H-uc_i:t thie country
having a larger proportion of Catbholic negrocs H};m
Pittshurgll,  There are 18 [talian pareishies and § Liahan
missions, in charge of 22 dtalioe priests. There are
algo 78 separate parishes and 35 missions for the variouws
Hlavonic vaces, in chacge of 112 priests Many priests
of the diccese must be able ta speal fone, five, and six
Tanguages and dialects, in order 1‘(} 1;\1;(3 {‘JH‘P.O!. thetr
many-tongued flocks.  Fvery seminuvian trathing to
become a priest of the diocese i vequired e Jeari, as
an integral part of lus cowrse, oither ftalian o one of
the Slovak ftongnes.

The difficulties encountered in thus preaching the
Gospel in the diocese are paralleled only by the labors
of the early Apostles of Christianity. The many thou-
sands of unmigrants working in the coal mines and at
the coke ovens, and in places far distant from estab-
hshed churches, have nuposed a gigantic burden on the
bishop and priests of the diocese. To make due pro-
vision for their spiritual welfare, and to instruct the
children in their religion, the Confraternity of Chris-
tian Doctrine has been splendidly organised and offi-
cered. 1t is @ body of the luity, old wmen and young,
maldens and matrons, wnder the direction of the clergy,
who go oul inte the remote villages and hamnlets on
Sunday afternoons searching for Catholics, sathering
in the c¢hildren and adults, teaching them catechism,
and  preparing them fur the Sacraments,  In many
mstances their work results in the pregauisation of a
lenwrishing parish, aud the evection of a church and
sehivol. These lay missionaries now have under iustrue-
tien over 4000 childrven in this diccese, who would
otherwise be Tost entively to the Faith, To equip the
teachers for their work propeviy, a school for catechists
hias been established, with a wraded conrse of two years,
lewding to a diploma. 17 Chvistianity Gourishes i1 after
veiars i Prttshioelis no small weasure of ity progress
witl he due to

The Enereyx and Zeal and Geuernus Sacrifices
wittelr these  devoted lav anissionaries are fnuking to
spread the kincdom of God on earth.

May their num-
bor inerense !

Conditions v one parish may be cited
as typueal of the obstacles encounterad and overcome by
sheer hard work  and  everfasting persistency. 1t
stretehes for eleven miles up and down the river, along
hoth banks, comprising ten different villages and ham-
fet=, an which wore than ffteen languages are spoken.
v vme doeality fthe oflice of the mine superintendent
surves s the Sundiey schoolrooni s at another village the
citehon of aodweiling is wsed as the plice of assemblage
i thted potnt, no bailding at atl beine available, the
seathotls pasior tray he seen n favorable weather on the
Dok of the thowing viver, a few inches from the water's
cdes instrueting s vonthhnd fHock, as did St Paul
wirenn he et Lvdia and her companions on his first
st dnissintary jonrney At oo fourth place a
e s nEed and e hospitable beasts of the feld

B Bear oy Chivistiws oieht st Bethlebew long cens
Pt e, ’

o striking are the rescmblances, thai it is nof such
A Tar oerv o atter all fram Jerusalem and the days of the
Apstles to their suecessors, the zealous Bizhop, priests,
ard venples S devont men out oi every nation undev
heaven,” whoo o this twentieth centurvy, arve obeying
Hicratly the connnand to ©teach all wations’ in this
polvelot disvese of the wesfern world.
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GOITRE CURED !

The woman who thinks the goitrous swelling in her neck too bad ever to be cured

will read with relief what a Greymouth resident wrote: ‘T believed my Goitre to
be too bad to be cured, but after using your treatment it has heen reduced 4in.l
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