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ROME LEITER

—

(From our own correspondent.)

. March 17.
ST, PATRICK'S DAY IN ROME.

Whether it is because of the war or not T cannot
say, but never in all my years by the Tiber have | seen
the Feast of the Apostle of Ireland cclebrated with so
much enthusiasm in Rome. On every side the sham-
rock is seen worn by lrish, Americans, Australians,
New Zealanders, Romansg, Canadians, aned Scots: And
all these nations were represented at the lligh Mass
celebrated in St. Agatha dei Gothi, attached to tie Trish
College, by his Grace Acchbishop Ranuzzi, Majordomo
of the Vatican.s Among those present at the hanguet,
neld afterwards in the college, were Avchbishop Mcln-
tyre (Rector of the English College}, and Myr. Mackin-
tosh, Mgr. Solieri, and Rev. Father Terrin (Rectors
of the Scots, Boliemian, aud Canadiau Colleges respee-
t-ively), Very Rev. Fatlier David Fleming, O .M., Mgr.
Sinibaldi, Mgr. Laurent] (Seeretary of the Propaganda),
Mgr. Verde (Promoter of the Fauth), and a la ree num-
ber of other ecclesiastics and laynien,

So that the devotions in the Cliaeh of St Patrick
might not clash witn these in St, Taidere’s of the lrish
Franciscans, not until evening was the panecyrie of {he
Apostle preached i St Parriek s, 3 larose punher of
priests and students of the Enplish speaiing  ealleses
were in attendance {o hear Tather Macksey, S0 nf
Boston. The following extract «lws they wers ot
disappointed : —' Like Master, Tike man —and =0, at.
rick was a man of God, Christ '~ man.  lLike nastor,
ke man—and our lrish fovefniliors were S0 Pariek s
men and a Godly peaple, for Godliness stands i like-
ness tnto God. Al Tie is eme which s aeeerd-
ing to the canons of Gad. A snini is a mman wliee
character is formed Uy orace and esmstant excress 1o
a likeness with the character of Chiist fiie profer) Man.’
With this intraduction Father Macioov shkotelad {le
salient points in the lite of =t Pauick, aond  then
launched out into a brautirnl tribnite de the [0 Jirteplet
Their faitl and theiv lova'ty to the Clurel oF God aee
spoken of in the whule warlil. Thoy were called Papists
in derision, and they made af it a hadze of Loy they
were ‘ Romish * and * Romanists,” and they did 1t deny
it; their name was Christisn and their <urname (atli-
olie, but the name they hived, fought, saffered, and died
for was Roman Catholic. St Peter wus nobt o jnere
name to theni, but a reality: the Pope no mere fune-
tionary. They were * Paddies * and priest-ridden, proud
to be named after their glovious patriaveh, and content
to take all their guidance in faith and morals and the
defence of both from those whom Christ Lad sent to
preach the Gospel and rule the Church of God. Their
Church was no Trish Chureh, buat the Catholic Churelr
and in their exile and world-wide dizpersion they have
been ministered to by priests of everv nationalitv— a
ministry which they accepted with rveverence. 1 was
a prayerful peaple that St. Patrick left tuv carrv down
the faith of Christ. The impress which the man of
prayer left upon them is legible in their constant teli-
ing of well-worn rosary beads: in their fidelity to nori-
ing Mass and attachment to Bunday Vespers, to family
prayers, to the prafses of the Blessed Mother, in their
eagerness to have a son serving God ab the Altar, a
daughter praising God in the cloister. Their vocations
to mission and monastery overflowed into other lands.
A census of the clergy of Irish blood would have to
circle the globe. Of the Trish monks and nuns whe
have given themsclves to z life of prayer, of study, of
neighbor-service, there is no cuding. The schiool-monks
of TIreland nursed the light of culture through the
darkest days of the Christian era, and kindled with its
flame the learning of half the world. Trish nuns, husy
teaching the yourg and in the service of the sick, the
orphaned, the aged and infirm, will be found in the
western, eastern, and southern continents, wherever
the work of the Master calls for sacrifice.

After all a man’s religion in his own estimate is
worth just what he is willing te pay for it. St. Patrick

taught his neophytes to -pay dearly for their religion
through all these centuries. They have seen poverty
and famine, prison, chains, and martyrdom. They’
have been deprived of education and robbed of their
language. Though the perverter of history might insist
that they suffered what they suffered from natural inepti-
tude and for political rebellion, the penal laws of Tre-
iand and the true story of the Irish persecution from
Elizabeth to our day, will show to any discerning mind
that the rock of offence was the Catholic Faith of this
people.  They ceased to be a nation, zave in undying
hope; they were made serfs of the soil, and yet not
allowed to remain on it; they were as muzzled oxen
treading out the corn for their masters. They were
transported and forced to emigration ; they have been
made world-exiles, assimilating with évery clime, soil,
and political condition. Their very faith and loyalty
to the Church have been pressed into service against
them, and the authority of Rome las been invoked in
the past to reconcile them to a bondage which they have
borue for the name of Christ. But one thing 1s beyond
all doubt —Ireland has had no regrets over the price
che has paid for her faith. The rvecord of that salient
fagt has been written even in the hearts of those who
have never Seen her skies. The songs of an exile ma-
thev, sunyg by the crib of babylood, the tales of an
exile father, told be the hearth on a winter's evening.
have made us familiar with the faith and the prdyer
atd the sacnifice of the people whoze blood we share.

What then does it mean for ns? Are we pre-
destined because of the glorvies of St. Patrick? Are we
confirmed in grace hecause of the virtues of our for-
Lears? T1s all the praver, poverty, and svffering over,
ar:l are we to enjov without effort the milk and honey
el triwmplianl. Cathalicity ! Not. at all. The dying
testaent of St. Palrick to the generations coming
after hiim he embodied in the words: ‘ God grant that
vou may aim at sEill nebler things, and achieve still
cveator things ' 1

As mivht be exnected, a good deal of interest
cenlred in the functions held in St. Isidore’s of the
Teich Franciscans, for tlivee centuries of Trish history
cling to its walls, and Luke Waddings’ bones rest in
its vaults.  After 1igh Mass, Rev. Father ILeo,
(.82 K., delivered the panegyrie before what must be
considered a large congregation in these days of tur-
moil.

Remuera

(From an occasional correspondent.)
April 22,

Despite the unsettled state of the weather on Satur-
day afterncou last, the garden fete and sale of work,
beld in the presbytery grounds in aid of the church
building fuud, were a marked success both from social
and financial aspects.  There was an attendance of
seven or eight hundred people, and all secmed to enjoy
themselves thoroughly. Iu the unavoidable absence of
fis Worship the Mayor, Rev. Father Doyle performed
the opening cevemony.  All the side shows and stalls
were well patronised.  Music was provided throughout
the aftermoon by an orchestra, which contributed a
programme of popular airs. Misses Bannon and Fin-
nerty had charge of the plain and fancy work stall,
while the books and works of art were in tle Lands of
Miss G. Finnerty. The sweets stall was looked after
by Mr. Rassie, and the amusements and side-shows
were conducted by Messrs. Grey, E. Fallon, Bourke,
Paget, and Wright. Tke refreshments were presided
over by Mesdanes Tole, Duflou, Sims, Oddy, and
Porter. On the lawn very interesting and enjoyable
drill and dance numbers were gone through by the girls
from Remuera and Grey Lynn Convent Schools.
Amongst the clergy present were tlie Right Rév. Mgr.
Brodie, V.G., Very Rev. Chancellor Holbrook, and
Rev. Fathers Dunphy and Kelly.

There is more money saved in buying good Brush-
ware than in any other thing about the house. You
find only good Brushware at Smith and Laing’s, Inver-
cargill.... ‘ ’
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and Room Mouldings, ngeoii and Colored Glags, Eta,

PAINTER, PAPERHANGER, GLAZIER, Evc., 245 PrinceEs Sr., DUNEDIN.
Importer of Paints, Oils, Colors, Varnishes, Brushwars, Paperhangings, Picture
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