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NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Interprovincial

,The meteoralogical diréctor reports {says the Xew
Zealand Temes) that the aggregate rainfall for February
was considerably belew normal over the North Islaud,
but in the south, with {he exeception of portions of the
East Coast districts, it was nearly everywlhere in excess.
In Westland the percentage above was greatest, several
stations recording over 100 per ceanl. 1u excess of the
mean of previcus years.

Farmers in the Ashburton County wlho are fortu-
nate enougl to possess goed crops of turnips are beiug
besicged by stock-raizers ta sell, and are even asked lo
make their own prices (says the correspondent of the
Lyttelton Times). Reveral sales have taken place 1n
the Methven district, for fnstanee, and al the very good
price of £6 10z pry aore. One district farmer has been
offered £7 per acre for iz crop.

There is now a prespect that the work of creclion
at the new Parlinment Buildines will be resnmed al an
early date, Tor some tine work has been hung up
owing to a dilliculty iu securing suitable large blocks
of marble from ausevies in the Motueka district, It
is now anncunce:d that a supnly of marvhle 1o weed re-
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Preparations for the ercetion of the public monu-
ment to the memory of the Right TTon, R, J. Heddon
are well u lueel (savs the Wellington Fess), The
monuntent wiil ocenpy o promioent position on the
fawn in front of the pew Porliieent Baddings, fronting
Molesworth slreet, wlhere a solid stone base 15 heing
constructed by the Thullie Works Devartuent, The
cost of the mewmecrial 15 being patd out of the som of
£808 collected by the romnitiee of {he Seddon nemorial
fund and £466 contributed by the railway employees
and paid into the peblic aceount in 1908 and 1999 re-
spectively.  The {ulersst acerning on these sums will
be very considerabic, awd {le Government has placed
on the Estimalos a vote of £1000 as the contribution
of the Dominien {owards the cost of the mouument,
which will take the form of a bronwe statue of the
deceased statesman, the work of the celebrated sculptor,
Sir- Thomas Brock, B.A.  The statue is on board the
Turakina, which arrived at Wellington from London on
Saturday. The contract price for the statne with Sic
Thomas Brock was £32000.
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About nine o’clock on Thursday night of last week
a very large stable at the foot of St. George’s Bay road,-
vwned by Messrs. J. . Craig, Ltd., one of the prin-
aipal carrying firms in Auckland, suddenly burst into
flames.  The lotts were full of straw and hay, and this
is believed to account for the fact that the flames spread
so rapidly that it was found impossible to save the
horses.  There were no fewer fhan 300 magnificent
animals, the average valie oi. which was about £40, in
the stable, and of tliese only three were saved. In
addition many lorrws and drays aud o large quantity
of cquipment were destroyed.

The phenomonal rise in the price of butter has led
to o great veduction in the sale of that hinportant article
ol Foomd (‘fr‘il_\“ the New Zeedond flerafd). 1t is an
ackiowledged fael in connnereial life,” declared a lead-
me oretatier, “thal when Uhie price of a commadily ex-
ceeds oo eoviam fiocure, s osale diminishes, That is
precisely whal has happensd to butler. Ay you know,
¢ es b Australia put up the
price 1o T Dl aad now 10 i Ts Gd per th. The people
hogrudeed paving Ie Gd, and sales Jell off, but since the
ety penny wag put oon Jaree seefions have ceased to
purebase it while many peaple have reduced their or-
ders The wed classes sunply eannob buy at, and
mint o the poorer peonle are buying roast beef drip-
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Mreo Alissev autoramed a newspapoer representative
Gofew vavs aun that notwi bstanding 1he extra expendi-
tore tnocoseiner with tohe war, the finances of the
Darainion are a0 it v osatisfuctory condition,
CMonew Ter et inete purperes (sadd the Prime Minis-
fern v nbtanaloe at (for war time:) very reasonable
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Wien the Sues Canal was opened 1o 1869, Britaiu
at oner realised fo ereal nmportance to lier sea routes
arel trade, el i Khaedive Tamanl, father of Princo
Last vear 5000
vessels pussed threveh the cuoal, 30000 of which were
Britisli.

Tleee Houk of drwogh iz o celebrated Treish-Tatin
maniserivt kivown as Lefier e Mearhanins, This is kept
in the library of Trintty College, Tdublin,  The name
of 1he writer of perhaps the enlire work was Ferdon-
nack of Avmagh, who wrote the first part of it in the
vear 807 ovr ROB. This boalk is highly prized, especially
]1}-‘ the Trish, Tt s, far the most part, a transeript of
docwnients wrillen it former times, and is of inestimable
value as a record of the ecarly history and civilisation
of Ireland, and especially as containing Lhe ecarliest
writings which we have of St. Patrick. It is most
important for the histery of the Irish language, for it
is the oldest manuseript exiant of Old Irish and of con-
tinupus narration in Irish prose.

Plosecinn, OO asy fer his shaes.




