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On the Land

GENERAL.

The cat crops are all turning out better than the
preliminary estimates, and the final average for the
Dominion should be several bushels in excess of the
35.65 bushels first set down.

Moeraki Estate, it is stated, is putlting in 300 acres
of wheat and 500 acres of ovats this season (savs the
Oamaru Maily. Ewmployment next harvest, to judge
from similar activily 1n many other directions, should be
plentiful.

Recent experiments have shown that the increased
productiveness of partially sterilised soil was due to
the increased production of ammonia, and that the
increase in baeteria was the result of an nmprovement
of the soil as a medimm for bacterial growth,

Burnt seawced makes potash, so do burnt clods;
and so again does burnt bracken. Analyses show that as
a potash manure bracken is very similar in nature to
kainit, and wmay be used for similar purposes, In
addition, however, ash contains a considerable propor-
tion of phosphate, which adds to its manurvial value.

The chief lwature of the sale at Addington last
week was lhe diminizhed entry in the store sheep pens,
though the entry was again laree. The yardimgs in
fat sheep and lanmb pens werve about the same as Al the
last sale.  The entries in the cattle section were rairly
good, but the sale was slack. IFat Cattle. ‘
to £17 5s: erdinary, L6 13z tu £0
£13 bs; ordinary, £35 17s 6d 1o L3
ordinary, £ 17s td to £7 10s. Prive of Leof e Lol
28s to 40s. Fuat Lambs There was a Jurcer entry
than at tle previous week's sale. the number beiny
approximately 3073, as agains=t 1200 April 7, and 1500
the week before.  As was anticipated, the sale cnened
dully, and showed no baprovenment s it

ixtra steers,
extra heiters, to
eNTra cows, o M

[roerressed,
Lamb was sold at about Hd 10 5ld per 1b. Praue Jawbs,
13s to 20s: others, 35 3d to His 6, Fou Sheep.— There
was a large vardiug of fat sheep, the bulk of the cntry
being ewes.  Muvh of the offering was not prie, huat
what was prime net with fair Priie
wethers, 10x 10 23 others, Hlsoto 185 Gd 1 prime ewes,
18s to 2Is I1d: medium, 132 to 17~ 8 athers, Us 1 ta
12s 6d; merins wethers, 19s 3d. Plos.
te T2s; extra heavy baconers. 1o 7 heavy baconers,
60s to 67s: light baconers, A17s td to 5Ds —price per b,
6ld te Hld: heavy poriers, 35: o 4us: livht povkers,
30s to 33s—price per 1, Hlid to D,

rotnyeiition.
i

- Chopoers, -ills

At Burnside last week 210 liead of Jut cattle were
yarded, of which the greater part were ecows, lieifers,
and light bullocks, not many prime heavy hulineks beine
clfered, and prices on the whele remuined ab previous
week’s values.  Prime bullocks sold at ©15 10s 10 £140
extra, to L1565 10s; mediuwm, L9 52 1o LI0 Ty td: prime
cows and heilers. £8 12s 6d to £9 17s 6d; extra, to
£11 125 6d: mediow, £6 T13s to £7 17s 6d; light and
aged, £5 bs to L6 155, Fut Lawnbs—The yarding con-
sisted of 1500, made up largely of medium-weight and
unfinished lmnbs, and, as export bayers had only a
limited amount of space allotied to them, bidding was
slow and dragging, prices realised being fully 23 6d per
head under the previous week’s values. TTad it not been
for the competition of graziers, a wmuch further fall
would have bLeen recorded. 1fcavy prime lambs sold at
18s to 19s 3d ; extra, 22s 6d ; mediwm, 106s 3d to 17s Gd ;
Tat Bheep.—Every
available pen was occupied, LE00 being warded, Prime
wethers were, however, in short supply: conseguently
the demand for this class of sheep was brisk at 1s under
previous weel’s values. (On acconnt of the freezing
works being practically blocked, export huyers were in
a position to secure only a few pens, and as the supply
was much beyond butchers’ requiremen{s a drop of
3s 6d to 4s per head on previous week’s prices must be
recorded, and even at ithe reduced values sales were
difficult to make, & number of this class of stock having
to be turned out unsold. Prime wethers sold at 22s 6d

to 24s 9d; extra, to 27s; medium, 20s to 21s 9d; prime
ewes, 19s to 22s 3d; extra, to 26s 3d; medium, 16s to
17s 9d; light, 12s &d to 14s. Pigs.—There was a yard-
ing of 55 stores and 62 fat pigs. Tlaconers met with
strong competition, and realised advauced prices. Pork-
ers also met a good sale, but stores and weaners were
not in request, and showed little improveinent.

IDEAL DAIRY 3TOCK.

During the last ten years there has been a consider-
able improvement in the type of dairy stock kept on
the average farm. This is certainly acknowledged by
every daivy farmer, aud all those who are interested in
tho wreeding of dairy stock, particularly in the South
ol England.  But there remains much yet to be done
(says & writer in fLarm, Fiold, and Firesidey,  Certainly
the limproveinent is due in soms measure to the increased
number of live stock shows held annually throughout
the principal agricultural counties, and the encourage-
nment offered to wenant farmers to exhibit; also to the
good work that hias been done by various agricultural
colleges and institutions of o similar type; and last, but
not least, to the efferts of many writers in the columns
of our agricultural press. These varicd influences have
slowly but surely had their effect.  They have taught
the dairyman Lo know his cows; they liave painted out
the tolly of keeping inferior and woriiless animals ; and
they have 1ndivared the proper measures to be pursued
m the matter of breeding, feeding, and testing.

fn darying, as in nost things, the question of
breed loows large. The ideal dairy cow must essentially
be ol pure blood. It stands vo reasun that pure-bred
cows, carefully selected, and mated vith a sire of un-
impenchablo breed and reputation (nov necessarily the
e breed), ave bound (o hiand dewn those fixed charae-
terigtios which may designate it as a heavy milking
shorthurn, o ddeal Ayreshive, or a rich, heavy-milking
Jersesvas the casemay be, to their offspring. It is here
that the iotluenee of the sire proves to be of such
poteney. The willking capaeity of the female is said
to depend mere o tie sive than on the dam. This is
a point which many daiey faviners fail {o realise; and
the wse of doubiiul buiis of wokuown oricin and char-
deter o the commnen practice apunmyg o greac majoriby.
This neces As rvegards indi-
vidhial et painted out that the
essontial points ol an ideal dairy cow ennsist chiefly of
a wedge-shaped feration. wide st the hindguarters,
fapering yradually to the Trent, with wellssprung ribs,
a roomy S barrel,” and oa vood stralght Ievel back, A
gond mlkinge abundant widthh  and
depth across the chest o this deuntes 3 healtuy, vigorous
constitution.

The head s an Dhoportani ndication,
neads i foration, narrew at
muzzele, shiowing stresoih o constilution, with bread
forehead, and mild, Tall oves, In the choice of a breed
the farmer must of pecessdy he anfluenesd by both eli-
matic conditions and seil: bui of all cottle the short-
horns appeur predominant,  They comosine the Dimpor-
tant charvacteristies of willk production and the putting
on of fAesh. ITence they can be made {o serve a dual
purpose,  TFor the breeding of crosshred animals Short-
horns arve admirably adapted, and a splendid cross
that tends {o Dmnrove the lierd all round is that of a
carefully selected Shorthorn from a heavy milking
strain and a purebred Guernsey bull from a well-known
dairy herd. = The first cross Letween {hese Lwo types is
the hest class of dairy cow that T know of @ and T would
strongly advoeate small dalry farmers who possess dairy
eattle to the number of, sav, (wenty, lo intreduce pure
Channel lsland Dlood into their herd in this way.
Nothing eould give belter results where butter-making
is the staple industry, or, for that matter, where milk
is retailed. Tt cannot be said that the Shorthorns ever
fail to justify the goed oninion that British dairy
farmers have of {hem, exeept when they are introdnced
inte uncongenial localities.  The other breeds, such as
the Ayrshires, Devons, ele., are ne less useful in this
respect.
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To be UP TO DATE is all very well, but we find it pays better etill to be AHEAD OF THE TIMES, and
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