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" NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Current Topics

Where are the Orangemen ?

Sir Edward Carson’s braves are still in the hack-
ground, and the following is the full text of a question
and answer submitted in the llouse of Cominons on
the subject. Question put to the Under Secretary of
Btate for War by Mr. John Switt McNeill, M.P.:
* Whether of the tour new armies the fourth new army
started with the 30th Division and ended with the 36th
(Ulster} Divisien; whether the 10th (Lrish) Division,
which was in the first new arny, and the 16th (Trish)
Division, which wus in the second new army, and the
levies of last autumn, would take the field before the
36th (Ulster) Divigion, which was the last in the fourth
new army, and was composed of men who have had
three years’ training by eflicient oflicers in  field
manceuvres, in rifle practice, and even with achine
guns; and, having regard to the fact that if due rota-
tian be observed the Ulster Division, notwithstanding
their superior advantage i training, wonld be the Jast
to dake the field, wned the
months' braining, amongs

Frwshe PYaisions, with o frw
the fivst 1o bake the held,
what wau the cxpianationg of thie treatment of s U later
L Anawaey

M Tenmant—1 m very glad fo ha ahle 0 teassure
my hon. (viend, in spite of the eoncliusions to whicly his re-
searches have apparently led him, that he would he wrong
iu thinking (hat the Ulster Division will necessarily he
the last ta take the field.’ The arswer is In the last
degrec evasive and wnsatisfactory, and the “explana-
tion " s emphatically of the kind which fails to explain,
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Austria and Peace
Wihiere there 15 mueh anoke, acearding by the wel
WL ;1\!11}_":-, there s cenerally some fire D oand The riaiess

ul e iuu-'~.ilnh- and  even EJLIJ‘U.I‘H‘.V conelasion uf o
separiade peace hetween Austein and Ruossie have of late
been so lvequent and persistent as Lo suggest that thery
1 sotnething bendnd it alll As o matter of fact such
@ course hos Deen strongly urged upon Austoia by soue
of her pablic wen 1o quwite o Dng thme past. More
than four wonths agoe the Guzerte e foruswnny pub-
Lished some oxtromely interesting declurations made by
a promunent Austrian diplooat, whe bad just tendered
Ly resignation owing o protoaond dilfercnces ol opinion
Letween Ui the e whio were setually duirect -
Ing ihe destinies of the Dual Muonarchy, The wrticle
was repradinesd i the Parts patper, f el s o Deecrs-
Ber 200 wind we translade fron thee latier Journal the
general conclusion of the authia: - There remalns only
one solulion peace, separate peace, the abandonment
of Germany by Austeia-lungary, Our existence 1%
threatened ; whatever may be the fx=sue of this war the
duty lies upon us to withdraw while theve is still time,
We have nothing to hope for from a victarious German
Elllpil‘(‘: the future opens out. before us 1 the face nf a
weakened Gerntany and o o Prussis whiceh s failed
LS ssion
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we shall he able to dream then of reenver
g a preponderance in central Europe withoul pre.
oceupying curselves hevond inessnre with Cheiental pali-
ties 11 which we lhave wasted our hest energios far thirty
yvears.  From October 7, 1879, the date on which we
signed a treaty of allisnce with Germany and Italy, we
havo served as the political instrament of the King of
Prussia,  The role of Italy has not been more glorions
than our own: but at least she has been wise enough,
in these later years, to consider her own vital interests
and lo disenvage herself from German tyrvanny, and
that alsn to onr defriment. We have been too
long in bouduage: cizeumstances are now favorable, let
us free ourselves from the German volke and make peace,
Scruples should not be allowed to hinder us: let us
remind ourselves of the famous treaty, concluded in the
face of a2 counter assurance, which Bismarck signed with
Russia against us on March 21, 1884. In making
peace now we may hope to prescrve Lhe status guo ante:
the service which we shall render to the coalition justi-
fying us in making soma (demands. To indemnify

Servia and Montenegro we shall be able ta give over to
them part of Albania. In this way we set up against
Italy—our ally of yesterday, our enemy always—the
Balkan peoples; we isolate her in Europe, and we pre-
vent her ifrom gaining supremacy in the Adriatic. It
will be too late for her to wish to come out of her
threatening neutrality—she will have against her
Austria and the whole of the coalition. We shall be
able to agree that- Russia should go to Constantinople
and that she may take whatever advantages she pleases’
from Turkey; in exchange, we shall save Galicia, Buko-
wina, and Transylvania. In the face of Prussia com-
quered and Germany weakened, we shall be able to re-
cover, conformably to our histerie rights, the hegemony
over the Germanic peoples of Central Eurcpe. , . .
On the side of Germany, even if victorious we shall be
subdued ; separated from Cermany, who will certainly
he beaten, we may hope for a fine future, agreeable to
our aspirations and cur traditions.  The highest duty
uf a eountry is humanely te develope its powers, in con-
formity with its fraditions, and not to follow blindly
the .disastrous polities of an hereditary enemy whose
snvercignty one accepts without being able to justify.
Tho Anstro-Hungarian monarchy cught to deliver itself
from the Prussian yoke.” It is frue that at the time
thiz advice fell upon deaf ears, but the fall of Przemys]
and the threatening attitude of Italy have changed the
complexion of matters, and recent cables seem to indi-
vate that these early counsels in the direction of self-
preservation are now, at tha least, receiving very serious
consideration.

Is Germany Starving?

The German answer is quite emphatic. It is that
Grermany 1s uot starving, that Germany is a long way
from starving, and that Germany never can be starved,
v is wdmitted that an order has Dheen issued that wo
shall have mors than four and four-tenths
powrds of white bread each weelt, 1t i3 admitted that
practically there s no longer any white bread.  There
s bread that looks almoest white, but it lhas an ad-
mixture of rye flour, the rye bread, in turn, being
miixed with some potato flour. 1t {s admitted that
certain articles of the German diet have become un-
pleasantly searce. tice, for example, has become a
positive uxury, and iz shooest lterally worth its welght
im gold. At the beginning of the wuar the supply of
rlee was taken over by the Governmeut for soldier food ;
ined wince then it has been practically impossible to get
any ‘mure toto the countrv. Tt is adwmitted also that
varivis expedients have been resurted to to hushband the
foud resvurces of the country, and to compel the people
to practise economy.  The unlimited and Iavish supply
of rolls at restaurants, for example, hias been forbidden,
U Why don't you give us a basketful of rolls?’ 7 T asked
the waiter at the Kaiser-Keller the other night, says
a Berlin eoutributer to an Amevican paper.  ‘ Fer-
haten,” said the waiter.  IMe coutinued to serve us with
one glien of bread at a time.  Under the law, he could
only hring it when it was ordered.” Tt iy admitted also
that in order to lessen the consuniption of flour conse-
ruent npon the customarv revelry in volls the Govern-
nient has ferbidden the bakeries to open before 7 o’clock
in the morning, or remain open after 7 o'clock at night.
By that means the German breakfast {able is served
with stale bread--a fairly successful check to overs
feeding. 1t is further admitted now that the Govern-
ment had over-estimated the amount of wheat in the
eountyy—--nr, rather, had under-estimated the amount
which  would bhe consumed by the army—and that
there is serious danger of a shortage. A census which
was completed about the beginning of the year has made
this plain.
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Nevertheless there is somethiug to be placed to the
eredit account of Germany in the matter of food supply.
‘There is plenty of food in Germany,” savs Herbert
Corey, in the ¥New York Flobe, ‘although the German
table may not be guite as tempting rs in the past. More
land was planted in grain last year than ever before.
The men o¢p the western front plant?d abandoned




