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‘LA BONNE DAME.

The marvellous courage of scores of Frenchwemen
whose lot it has been for months past to be exposed to
the full fury of the struggle alung the line of the Aisne
is strikingly illustrated in the case of an old lady, the
mother of a Parisian journalist, whose house lay within
the firing zone. The story is told by the special corres-
pondent at Puris of the Laify News.

Madame (.'s Httle house, together with the village
in which it is situate, was long sinee pounded 1o atows
by the German shells, The enemy’s lines are within
three-quarters of o wile of the village, and it is almost
«certain deatl te venture into the open, Mme, O, like
the otlier inhabitauts who refused to leave their homes,
had taken to hev ccllur, winich i3 so large and solidly
constructed that [fifty soldiers could be comfortably
quartered tliere. Every morning the old lady—she had
passed three score years and ten—ventured out to buy
milk aud bread, keeping close to the walls n obedience
to military ovders.  Berore returninyg te her cellar she
would call on the officer in conunond te get her news-
paper. All the soldiers knew the Benne Dawme, as she
was called, for she never tailed to give them o cheery
“Bonjour, mes enfants

The old lady's =0 cone e =ve her from time to
time, and alwave wreed her o oquit the vnined village.
She stolidly devimed. 1 au all right kere’ she
would sav: L conmet leave oy bonse and evervibino
that is dear o te. Bestics, what ein baypen to nw!
At the same ttne <he save Loy son neoreat il he said
good-bye - Ge, wo iy wen dtoa
for you.’
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A VICTORY of

Moo Marbeauw,

aphiieal soetery s il hall on

MIDACLIE

The speeciy tale Wy Bizhop ot
Meaux, in the Goeosr
February 14, oty cevtirred 1o the reston ot
Meanux durine awd artier the battle of the Marne, was

80 Impoartant and interest thal the vralor was col-

collee g

strained by aynlee and vntreatios 1o promise to repeak

it on February 02 fwreilos & s eorrespondenty. Sap-
porting  him i ke platiorm were Mur. Baudrilart,
Rector of tie Cathiolic Instiiute of Parvis. Mor, Odelin,
Viear-Gencral of the PParviz diocese. two solidiers in uni-
form, one of whom is Ahbe Longave, of Raint Nieolas
of Meaux, who has heen wonnded elght times, aud who,
now being convalescent, 1s waiting with hinpatience to
be able in reinrn to the front, and the other, whose
name was nob oiven, i o seninarist of Aeaux, proposed
by his general for ihe distinction of the Legion of
Tonor, but who cavnot vel receive that cross hecnuse
he has not vet reached the wivitaon ape huposed by the
regula.tions.nf the Order—that is fo say, llill(}l(‘@ll‘}'(‘&ll'&
Flis conduct under the ealors was such as to excite the
admiration of s eomrades-iveanus and  of all his
superiors. 1t would be quite impossible to give & full
report of the Bishop's address in the short space of this
letter, but it is nseful to point out that, even for free-
thinkers, the victery of the Marne was, so to spea-}:, a
miracle.  The conditions under which it was gained
show clearly that the intercession of France’s protecting

Saints aided powerfully in it.  Inecidenially Mgr. Mar-
beau showed that the invaders who were marching on
Paris were stopped at Ligny les Meaux, where the
German shells completely wrecked the parish ehurch
dedicated to Saint Genevieve, leaving nothing standing
but tha statue of the saint. 'All the public authorities
had fled on the approach of the fce, but the Bishop
remained. Meaux saw a few Ullans, but it was never
occupied by the enemy. Tt received a certain number
Qf shells fived by the Germans, but in comparison to
other towus it suffered very little.  Megr, Marbeau had,
mereover, made the vow if lis episcopal city were spared
tnvasion, Lo, 1u the future, zolemuise with special splen-
dour the fele of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
{September 8), and to pluce in his cathedral the statues
of Saints Michael and Joan of Arve, It is nesdless to
say those promises will be kept.  Though Meaux was,
so to speak, mirvaculously spared, its inhabitants—or,
rather, those who remained—kuow many days of eruel
anguish. during whicl the clerpy were, by the absence
of the authorities, led 1o play an exceptional part. Tt
was i the Bishop's palace that the committee, which
Mor. Marbean had constituted Lo administer the town,
met. 16 was to the Bishop™s palace that the chief of
poitce came to make his daily report.  And it was a
priest whao, on the approach of the enomy, mounted on
a bieveie, rode to Paris {o fetell surgzeons Lo attend the
wonnded,

IRISHAMEN IN SUOTLAND AND TIE WAR.

The speech of Mro Jolim B Redmond in the ITouse
of Comtons on Septesber 14, 1914, won absolutely all
the one Tnodred Tosiechies of the United Trish League in
Caledini 1o the slie of the Briti=h democracy in the
wily aeainst G bnmany quarters it
s Deen dented that Lushinen were joliing the fighting
vauss b the propertion thes ought, This contention
caitaed Moo 0D Dervies, United Irish League Orga-
' tomake sone inguivies. Recently he prepared
A claterzent fer tae Lordon and Erisl newspapers pro-
‘ fiarves o the waber of Trishien from certain
et an =eotlnd wne were e the Navy, Army, or

Ltarial crresneetive of when they joined. Ie
Ty supplies toew ol npetasdate statisoles, and is care-
Pib to pot v that the fures he now gives merely
Fepresent the tolal mniber Tromn tha distriet indicated
that huve entered the services since the start of the
The dowres nave been obiained elther from
caorovion or ellivers-hearers of the United Irish League,
as e oresult of a0 canvass of the Ivishe poepulation,
Newspapers 1 Coathridge, Dundee, Duntermline, Dum-
frivcs, Glaseow, Lindithuow, Paisley, Stirling, and other
coentres, ligve publishel the nwnes of the men concerned
i the ficures attached, and n mmany ceses even their
loenl address, the foree fomed, and number of battalion
aned vevient, =0 that anvane out to doubt the figures
sippiietl may bive ample proof, prool that has been
Licalls verified.

The dbistrictz eavercd embrace ciites. lowns, and
acex in Seotland nowhich the Nationalist population
o the main of lrish brthe and extraction. The
statement shows that 25747 Trishmen ov sons of Trish-
imen have joined the varinus services sinee the stavt of
itie war, apart from the thousands of Seottish Catholies
wlio Jve entered the fishting ranks.

The reports of the conunittees that worked in the
various centres vetting the names and other particulars
that enable the abave stalement to be preduced show
that 25,000 of the Trish in Scotland have joined the
Aviny since the commencement of the war, about 50 the
Navy, aud 690 the Tevritorial Foree, Ten {housand
Trizhmen froms Seolland were in the Amny prior to the
war, aud in the various serviees there ave at least
15,000 Scottish Catholics, In the main from ITighland
distriets,  Tn other words, it s maintained that 50,000
Gaels—Trish and Seottish—{from Seotland are iu the
fighting ranks,
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Every day Crockery can be better selected at
Smith and Laing's, Esk street, Invercargill, than any-
whera else. We have a multiplicity of patterns, all
lgoughb when prices were cheap....
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