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SIDELIGHTS ON THE WAR

PROTESTANT MINISTER'S TESTIMONY.

Preaching at a Protestant church in Birkenhead
ou Bunday evening, February 21, the Rev. Mr. Cha-
vasse, 3 soun of the Protestant Bishop of Liverpeel, who
Las been at one of the base hospitals in France since
the beginning of the war, said that along the French
roads were many graves and Calvaries.  The war was
the erucifixion of our manhood. A singular thing he
saw were the uninjured figures of Christ.  One church
which kad been demeolished coutained the figure of the
Saviour untouched. Near by was a monastery alse in
ruins.  In a corner stood the fizure of Christ without
a mark on it.

PRINCE UF WALES IIONQORsS BRAVE
ABBE AND NTUNXN.
The Prince of Wales vistted 1he commune  of

Bethisy Bt Plevee i the Senlis distriet. and thankerd
thawe whao had carved For bhe Bt wennded dorine the
iz Roval High-
rotables, prooeeded o
the Manre, where ha derarated among other,
imzignia of the Koights Hespirallers of =t

Jerusalem the Abbe Rrizavd and Sister Beuont.

Grerman oeenpatisn an septewmber,

ness, accompansd by tha Jocal
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THE CLERICAL GUN-CAPTAIN.

A patheiie <oy of G0 prest s appead Tor pravers g
Chie vremiy eotiees Teo Lhie Ploeesrs e Ulonepo . Tt the
IPreneh tennt a0 dotachnent o Prenen colomin’ tranns
Vol wttfered soverely Tronn the Cleroe ©on whet
Gimely add coee Tron w0 battery o0 Froneln 7 woventys

fives,” The batiery was conmended by o eaptan of
enornous butld and cleansshaven, who climbed o tree
and made el exaet observatioms thay s cauners

speediiv anniliated the two Geron battertes Lt Lt
heen causiiny al The cartn of artillery
was aopricst, and after the envagenont coelebrated Moass

i tronbioe,

in an adjacent mtved bhare, preachine a stirving serimn
to s men. ITe exhorted them firzt of 2l 1o pray ror
all thoge for whom Ile was oot to sav Mass, Fospevi-
ally do 1 agk vour pravers, he wided, - Doe the Gennon
wie Ltve st exterminated.” Then with
Laviel, e veeterl the

viters whoe,
Tine gun< stiil

fre Frodndis

Boonnins nesr ad

IRISIL GUARDS AND THE BAYONNET,

Private Babantine (Lrish Guards) is ot preseni en-
joving w Drief rest oat o ni<= home i Rannammoat, near
R scomn o, preparaiore ooavane taking i place 1
! Private Ballaptine, nrevions 1o 1he oni-
hreak of a omember of the nolice Taree, bemg
stationed at Newmarket, County Corl.  When war was
Jecluved or ropaned Jns repnnent. and swas some tnoe
afterwards dratted to the firtne hne. He wrdtes as fol-
lows vecarding hos expernienees

Chr the 20th November, as the resnlt of an engage-
ment, we had 230 men Jeft one of 18000 andd with us
were onlyv tws officers omto ol 32 wiho left with the bat-
Aalinn. 1 have seen ilree officers fall vichims in sue-
cession to a German sniper.  The same night the sniper
was caught and shot.  For the most part the Germun
{renches are scarcely one or two hundred yards away
from ours.

1 took part in severval bavonet chavges, The Gua rds
shine particularly with the bayonet: they never leave
a job undone. Tt is awsually during the night that the
Clermans atfack, and they alwavs do so in big numbers.
We were chiclly engaged in forvest fighting. Tt was
pretty hard work. At La Hassee we went thrguel some
terrific engagements.  The enemy possess fine artillery,
but of late the English aud French ave getting the

the firtee T
WAy, was

upper hand in this respect. I really believe that it
is only a question of time, and the Germans will be
ultimately defeated. The coming fine weather is likely
to be accompanied by big developments. There are a
very large number of police in the 1rish Guards. Hun-
dreds of them have atready taken vart in the fighting.

1 consider it is the duty of every man who is fit,
physically and ectherwise, to take his place in the firing
line. We are all fighting for a common cause, If
Trishmen could only realise -what the Germans have
done and are capable of doing—if they could fully rea-
lise the awlul desolation and wanton destruction caused
as a result of the German invasion—there would not
be one of them who would not willingly enlist to-
morTow.

CRUCIFIXES IMMUNE FROM DESTRUCTION,

The curicus fact that crucifixes aud statlues of our
Lady seem to be immune from the general destruction
in France and Belgium makes a great impression upon
the British soldiers.  Omne of them, Lance-Corporal J.
. Morgan, of the Rast Laveashire Regiment, writing
gvs
It 1 very aueer that when the Germans
Rewian Catholie churche: the ervafix and
4lwavs remain safe.’

The Kev. Van Laeren. O %.B.. who 1z working
ameng the Tefugees i the Exeter district, fells of a
marvellous escape of a crucifix in a presbytery near
Alost.  One morning after Mass the villagers were
wlarmed v the booming of cannon en either side of
thew -the place being between the conflicting armies.
Fatlior Van Lacren fowml shelter nnoa vellar, After is
ccareeration be liseovered that o shell had stvuek the
presherery wali, eutering ihe privsts Pedeoui, wlhere
toexpioded. Althuugh the mautelplece wnd the uiher
contents of the romn were conpletely wrecked, a erueifix
which lad stoord upon the mantelplece remained un-
damaved.
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MERCIER S PROPOSAL YO THE

GERMANS,

CARDINAL

Codinad Mercier still awaits o reply to a letter he
sent b cesponse to @ Gernan proposal, aceording to the
freredy Tede grapl's spevial correspondent at lHavre. On
Iovischel, a kind oF district commis-
sary i Madines, Coloue]l Wengersky, addressed the fol-
towine letter to Candinal Mereler.

CAveording tooa statement puhlished moa news-
paper many priests have been kilied, though iunoceut,
i the diovese of Malines, With a view to vpening an
inquiry 1 bew vour Eminenee to be good enough to
tiform me i any and what innocent priests were put
to ebeatl 1 osiauld Like very much to know the cireum-
s s o which the acts tonk place, what troops could
be clarsed, and at what dates the ofienres were com-
mitied

Dumediaicly Cardinal DMercier veplied, ating a
number of cascs, and adding that the figures given in
his Pastoral must he increased——in the case of Aerschot,
from 01 to 143. He welcomed the 1dea of an nquiry,
but nbserved

‘14 is essential that the rvesulls of this inquiry
should appear to everyonc {u yest on indisputable auth-
ority. 1 have the honor tv prepose to you for trans-
mission to the German authorities the suggestion thab
{he Commission should he composed in equal numbers
of German delegates and Belgian magistrates, presided
over by a mneutral representative. T have pleasure in
{hinking that the American Minister would not refuse
to accept the post or to delegate it to someone chosen
by him.’

© The Germans seent Lo have heen thinking the matter
over for some time without arriving at a satisfactory
conclusion.
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SOOTHING

A 'b-'.iaoﬁl;ing and 'I[éaling prepara-

ASTRINGENT tion for zll Eruptions and Irrita-
ANTISEPTIC tions of the Skin. 1/6 & 2/6 P free

WALDREGRAVE'S BUILDINGS, THE SQUVARE, PALMERSTON NORTH.



