TRURSDAY, APRIT, 22; 1915.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

13

LOUVAIN AND IRELAND

{By the Rwv. J. KrLry, Ph.DD)

The Irish people refused to aecept the teachings of
Henry VIIL., Elizabell’s avguments failed to convinee
them, Cromwell and other vigorcus evangelists were
equally ineffectual.  Ireland kept the faitl which had
come to hrer conturies before from Rome, though she was
able to keep very little else.  And in those awful
years, during which lHenry plundered the churches and
notasteries, and Elizabeth and Cromnell persecuted the
Catholics, Ireland knew no rest.  What ITreland en-
dured iun the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteentls
centuries we kuow in pare oaly : bhut we kuow enuugh to
be sure that no people were ever before or since sub-
Jected B snch a long perivd of ernel persecution, and
none came so plorivusly through the wrdeal.  For cen-
turies it wus a lie-strugule for faith and fatierland
and in oure davs we onght to remember with pride andd
thank God for the result,

These centuries were surely unfavérable for Niterary
activity amongst the Irish people.  Yet to them belongs
a glortous band of Trish sehiolave, whose works still
remain for cur admiration and instruetion. [“ronde,
o partial witness whoers Drebiid e conesrned . 1eatified
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and phifesonies ol o 025 was Broueln b Flome G
teach by Fathoer e Waddine I her Peter Wi
ding. a Wateriind nman, entered the Soclete of Jesus
al Tournal, and Le boeatie o protessor at Lauvain,

For historieal sindies esuociabiv, the Cnllege ot =t
Anthony at Louvain renvwred s
erertest Tatndnaries were Plush Ward, o adse Clodsto

Wik RS
|l|1(‘r'l“h‘|ni|a'_'. wihta was o afterwards murdered an the
strects of Pracue, whidst savinge his Rosarv, by seven
Calvinist fanatics. To S0 Anthony’s ales helonos the
greate Doneeal v, JIeoha Colean, whiose value g a
Distorian modern vesearch has completelv \!_irl(li(-;ltttri.
Reeves points onl that no writer of Trish hl._%lrn‘_\' ean
he independent of Chlgans O Flaherty, arris, .‘\I'l'h:
dall, and Lanican are atl his debtors. The volumes f’t
the Francisean monlk have become standard works in
Ivish antinuities.  Tnseparablv ennneeted with Colean
and Louvain are the Four Masters. First and greatest.
nf the frur was Michael O'Clervy, boru about 1.580 in
Ce. Donesal, where from the bards he gt lus_ firsi
knnwledre of Treland's ancient history. At Teuvain he
became a Franciscan, and devoted himsclf te the study
of the subject which captivated his mind as a boy. In
1697 he returned to Treland, where he spent s_o\'unfeen
vears collecting materials from which he commniled F_:mr
wartyrolocies and a vast amount af details of the lives
of the Trish sainis,

The harvest of his great lahors

were three large manusecripts—the first dealing with the
kings of ancient Ireland, the second with her saints,
and the third, Leabhar Gabalias, with the social and
political history of the Irish from the earliest times
down to 1171, O’Clery’s masterpiece was T'he Annals
af the Fowr Masters, so called because it was written
under his direction by Fergus O'Coury, Peregrine
O'Clery, and Peregrine O'Duignan, in the Franciscan
Couvent at Donegal, between Januarvy 22, 1632, and
August 10, 1636. liardly any other nation can boast
of such a ireasurc of information, (’Curry tells us.
I was written in years of dire persecution,  When the
eruelty of England was unbearable, these anuals of
their glorious past brouwht strength and comfort to
the sulfering Irish,

Huow clasely Louvain and Treland were bound to-
vether during these vears is evident from the fact that
from the year 1560 no less than thirty-one Trigh Bishops
were educated in its schools.  Tn thai Lead-rvoll of honor
we aneet the names of Creavh and Tombard of Armagh,
O'lfurley of Cashel, aud Fean of  Ross—-all cxcept
Lombard martyvred for the Faith. Thowas Stapleton,
of Cashel, was a profeszor there in 1659, and afterwards
Rector Maenificus,  John shinwiek, of Cork, attained
the wame dignity and was one of ihe mest brilliant
shuepnta ol the wvear centre ol learning. Later came

Franers Martin, o Galwav, and Martin Theige, nf
Fovereiel . hiodie o0 whiem hieesme profestars of Chreek .

T the corhiteenth ventury, i the seventeeth,
Pl weliedars contimned to o win fane n the seheols of
Fonvann Tn 17050 Chrintopher Frenehh was director
b stadiess and puhlished “thewes an predeztinatinn

agiatnst the Jesiuids, Van der Veeden and Livions de
Mever.  Christoplier O'Connell wrote many werks on
questions of theologv. Other Irish names conspicuous
tea learning and sapetity are Edinued de Burgo, An-
thomy de Buree, Thomas de Tillv, ol (¥ Hewyne,
Fraoreis O Heu, Wiliiam Ctalizn,  James €' Shiel
cBishop o Do aned Cvnnae), cond e s O Gullagher
ot ol Ry,

Before the Danes ravaoed  Treeland thouvsands of
seholars freon the Continent flocked 1o the schonls of
the obd Trich monks The vames of  Muekross and

Avdach awd Clonmacnomse liad a muropean reputation
ar those far-away vears when on throne 1n the
wiestern i Lield aloft (he taoreh of learning,
and showed a light Lo all the civilized world,  Later,
when her oawn schools were disbawded, lrer teacliers
Bioned, lier priests hunted like wolves, the Turopean
nations dicd ot forget the debt they owed fo Treland.,
Poc =sadoranea, i Pavis, o Bowe, and e Toouvain the
exiled sl were distinguished for thelr lewrning, and
Pcanie o nany cases teavhers of the viendly nations
which weleomed thent,  Luke Wadding vemains one of
the Tmnaries of the soline!l of Salomancacs a MeMalion
1 deseribed as the mest breilliant «tudent v Rome:
Father Michael Maoore was ane of the frst schiolars of
Paris i the t‘i};‘wl('(‘lwlh contiry antl the names pre-
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nohie Pastoral Letter, drenched with tears and vihrant,
with el for the University which he loved so deariy.

And how we, ton, should feel D Jlow all English.
spealking Catholies should feel 3! Tor ts Louvain

Preland owes a great, inealealable debis and il s nnd
too mueh to say that 1o Dreland al the Charelr e Lhe
Enelishi-spealkineg world owes The Tali,

BAXTER'S LUNG PRESERVER

is n cough mixture prepared from the most soothinyg,
healing, and strengthening medicines known.

Against it a cougl or cold has no chance. Tt goes

g

straight to the seat of the trouble, and fights the cold
vut of the system.

Sold evervwhere, in large and small boltles.

Targe size, 1/10.
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