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the sidewalk in front of Number 60, and the passers-by
prudently took to the middle of the street.  Mys.
Hawmlin, wholly unaware of the discomfort of the
passers-by, sat on the top step eagerly exchanging views
ot child culture with Myvs. Heno and Mrs. Uarter.
Billy Keenan laoked at Mrs. Billy, whistled softly, and
remarked that if anyoue said that a leopard eould not
change its spols, pleaso refer that person to William
Keenan!

The day Lhat the option expired Mr. and Mrs.
Hamlin came o call ou the Keenaus, and brought Bd-
win with them.  Conversation was difficult. Whern
Mr. Hamho was not straightening the child’s eollar,
Mrs. Hamlin was reknotting his tie; occasionally they
combined their efforts to keep him from elimbing on
the piano or ponuding the glass in the bookcase,

Suddenly Mr. 1lawlin, removing his _eves {for an
instant from his leir, saw  a man  passing the bay
window.

C Bless we, it's Slevey ! he said, waking a dive for
the door and the holder of the option. '

When he had finished his couversation with Mr.
Sherry, he found liz wife and Fdwin awaiting him
on the Keeuan douvrstep. tu the doorway stood Mr.
and Mrs. Billy.

“Don’t helieve we've Lold vou that we've changed
onr nunds about selling,” Mr. [Hamlin remarked to the
doorway.  Theno with the complacent seli-assertion of
one who anonnees arivinal tlederd -
“This s such o quiet street 1o bring the bov ap in,
s few trnels o autos to Took ot For, and @ kindergar-
ten o handy 1 Fualish to ol el
friendlv, hielpful neighborhiood, {os none betrer !

Mrs, Butly caspeds Bitb vouched s but the Hamlins
beard nothine and saw nothing exeept Edwin, wlo
hurted his sleepy Tace o Bis new other’s skt A
smile Hohied her thim faee, and made 1t look sweet and
wotherly,

deeaveries, e

s move

ST ofeel s safe when he o asooan [rl.‘l}'it]; witlh fhe
Cirters aned Flones <l wind s o Tarther explanation.
SThey take sacis excelieat vare of L, and o waeln Mos,
Carter and Mayss Hone best dooe fnense o calie o
eroup - ol we Slan] e sl

HILDA'S BETROTHAL

wir< dord 0 the Dar-lamed inani-
ared fosl o the oble nane C Von

Clount Van =wiizey
cipadity of Lreser
Switzer,

Pl b rarried e
frach becin Dlessedd with ondy one
chiristened Hildagard, v Hilda,

REERTR

Pfe, e the wmon. thoue b
a very Lippyoothe
chuld, aned that o uird,
as she was mustly called,

With the comine of Blilda s fntle it the
warld that of ler mother, abwavs o rul, delieate crea-
frre, passed g the Great Bevond, and the habe was
left to o father's care.

O that Dttle fratl ereaturee Jee ivistoed all the fove

From nodainty ehild she
miherstiye sl her maother’s

hie

ol ([w'p‘ IJ:I.\nI')u;U!‘ et e
urew into a beautiful woman
heanty aned her faihos’s gnmfmw\ ol eyt

e ler childhond then were plavmatos:
when she had entered Tnto the maturity of
hoaod, they were comrurdes, caring Nde o enmpany
or enjoynient, content with eaclh other’s presence, their
bools, and their musie. But cnjoyment. cannot ive
for ever, neithier will joy endure for all tine.

Count Vo Swilzer was old alvcady: he wag De-
sinning to totler as he walked.  THs days on carth were
numbered.  Soon e wonld he forced 1o leave his hand-
some hone and heautitul dawehter and go the way where
there can be an cavithly arm to guide ns,

The thought worried him.

Tow eould he leave lis danglier unprofected !
The tines were raugh and there was moch evil doing
in the land.  Marrving ar eetting s hushand for her had
never hefore entered his head. Now the thonght was
alwavs with himn. Wihere could e zet o suitable hus-
Land ? Wealth and Llitles were bub secondary con-
siderations. The husband for his 1lilda must he brave,

i new,

wonih

honorable, and good of heart, qualities hard to find in
those days. . ‘

There was his next neighbor, Baron Weiss..

No! :
1t was a troublesome question, and one that re-
quired much thought.

At length he decided to send a messenger to each
municipality where there was a marriageable lord, beg-
ging them come to Bresenberg as sunitors for the hand
ol the Countess Hilda. '

But that was not all, for as they jourmeyed to
Bresenberg they were to perform some deed of bravery
and not by their titles or possession, but by that deed
would the chioice be made.

Then it would be clearly shown who was worthy of
being the husband of Hildagard Von Switzer, Countess
of DBresneberg. At length the time arrived, and for
over a week nobles had been gathering from distant
parts of the country. '

Flags were flymg, bands were playing, wine ran
like water in the streets, all was glitter and splendor.

The people fairly went wild with happiness, for did
it not mean the marriage of their beloved Countess?
A great platforni was erected outside the palace that
the people might all witness the betrothal,

On a throne-like seat draped with purple the Count
and his daughter were scated. | ’

ifow the people cheered when ihey saw them.
Verily they were loved by all.  As each lord or candi-
date stepped up to the platform a little boy dressed
as a herald read- first. his rank. then his possessions,
anrl lastly the deed of bravery that he performed as he
Jouraneved to Bresenherg.

The firstin rank was Raron Weiss, Lord of Weiss
aund Grossberg, owner of castles, houses, and Jand, and
famous for his courage and daring, for as he journeyed
tn Bresenberg he rode through the black forest and
with his own hand slew three boars, the tusks of which
hewew preseuted (o the Countess ilda.

The pwople cheered wud shouted as 1ilda, smiling
and blusbine, stepped forward and aceepled them,

The next 1 order was the jovial Count Werner.
Nobody expected mueh bravery fron: him, for be was
ton dudelent .

e bad voted himsel because he had drank a barrel
of heer inoone afternoon, after which he fought a duel
with the Lord of X., and was victoricus. After much
lanchiter he, too, taook his seat. .

Anel su the list was read - until at length the herald
was through.

Thew  Count Swilzer
davehter's hand, said:

"My lords and barons and neighbors,—I thank you
all for vour presence here and for the honor you have
done me and mine by asking my daughter’'s hand in
marrizge.

"It ts with deep pleasure that I have listened to
vour deeds of bravery,  As T listened my heart bounded,
then sank : bounded at your marvellous exploits, sank
heeanze 1 know that my davs of joining you on the
hunting field are over,

“You arve indeed a pathering of men that any
e ielt he proud to give his daughter to, -

“But, friends, as 1 listened } missed one from
among you. ‘Fellime where is the Lord of Wieklestein ?
s ho not here? Came he not to grace my little gather-
ing ¥ '

Then a commotion arose.
Wicklestein ?

Count Werner said that he had passed him on the
road near Blenheimn:

Surely he did not put such an indignity on the
lady as refusing tn be present. A messenger was at
once despaiched, and in the meantime the merry-
making went on. .

The next day towards noon the messenger returned
and they at once all gathered together to hear his news.

And this is the word Tie bronght: As the Count of
Wicklestein and his [ollowers journeyved to Bresenberg
they took a short cut through the hamlet of B.  They
were riding leisurely along when they heard means
coming from the roadside.

arose, and, taking his

Where was the Lord of
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