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NEW ZEALAND TABLET X

rent collectible by the Land Commission under these
Acts, and the arrears, are not classified and abstracted
up to the date mentioned in the (Question; but it will
be seen from the Annual Report of the Land Commis-
sion for the year ended March 31 last that during that
year a sum of £2,668 550 was colleetible in purchase
annuities and £1,212,591 as interest in liew of rent in
pending sales, and that the arrears on July 1 last in
respect of these sums were only £12,499 and £11,638
respectively, These arrears have since been consider-
ably reduced.

THE I.ORD LIEUTENANT'S DEPARTURE.

The demonstration organised by the Dublin Cili.
zens' Commitlee in honor of the Marquis and Mar-
chioness of Aberdeen and Temair on the eve of their
official departure was a remarkable expression of the
esteern and even affection which their Excellencies’ de-
votion to lreland has inspired among the people of Ire-
land. A great public meeting, at which the Lord Mayor
presided, was held in the Mansion llouse.® For more
than an hour hefore the opening of the proceedings
crowds began {e arrive at Dawson street, and those
furnished with the requisite tickets of admission pro-
ceeded to take their places in the historie meeting roomn.
The gallery, which was anveserved, was soon crowded,
and before their Excellencies arvived the body of Lhe
Round Room was occupied by o distineuished and en-
thusiastic assemblage.

The public farewell accorded to their Excellencies
on their depurture from Dublin Castle en February 15
was a very stniking {ribute to theiv popularity. The
citizens of Dublin had the opportunity of adding their
expression of regret to the widespread feeling of sorrow
which the parting with their Excclhneies had evoked.
It was originadly arranged that the oflieial departure
should take place un Saturday, but the utlerly miser-
able weatlier of the whole of thut tln‘\' caused the cere-
monial to be adjourned, mainly beeause their Exeels
lencies didn't wish that the oitizens wizhing to {ake parl
in the farewell demonstration should he exposed o the
discomfort of waitine tor a considerable time in the
incessant downpour.  The alteration bronehl a most
pleasing chnowe in ihe malier of weather.  Brilliant
spring sunsiine prevailed dawvine the dav, and wnder
Lthese Driohier vonditions the adicax cxiended 0 their
Excellencies tound towching and appropricie expressiom
in a demoenstration which was VErY  Imprissive. 1t
typified and evidenced how deen = the admiration which
manifold endeavours an behadf of the peaple’s welfare,
and more partizeulariv the poor. have hevotten in the
hearts of those to whom the vame of Lord Aherdeen,
and greater still, that of Tady Aherdecn, will alwavs
remain as o synonvm for the highest striving after
social aud c¢huritable betterment.

Waikanae

April 10,

Mrs, S0 Tavier, postmistress at Waikanae, has
received from Colonel Charles B. arton, on beliall of
the officers aud men of Pooand T Corps, a letter of
appreciation, also gifts for the muny courtesies and
prompt atiention rendered by Mrs. Tayler and her
assistaut, Miss Padden, during the recent camp held at
Waikatae.  Such spontancous vecounition iy very muel
appreciated by Mrs, Tayler and her stalf.

As lale as 1784 Cowper, in describing the ¢hange
which was then taking place in the manners and cus-
toms of all classes, mentions the wmbrellin in such o
way as te show that, althoush its use was becoming
much more general, yet ils adoption by the lower
clagses was still sufficiently novel to call for comment.
Though the umbrella was not adopted by gentlemen
during daylight until almost the end of the ecighteenth
century there appears to have been previously a kind of
transition period, duriug which an umbrella was kept
at many coffee houses for the use of fashionable or
effeminate men when the night was a wet one.

People We Hear About

Among the British officers recommended for dis-
tinguished conduct on-the field in Sir John French's
official list published about the middle of February was
the Right Rev. Mgy, Bickerstatfe-Drew, one of the
principal Catholic cliaplains at the front, who is well

known to the reading public by his pen-name, John
Ayscough.

Lady Dorothy Feilding, daughter of the Earl of
Denbigh, is deing active and useful work at the front
with the Munroe Flying Ambulance, and has been
honored by King Albert with the Order of Leopaold,
the Lighest Belgian decoration. The ambulance moves
guickly from point to point as required, and its designa-
tion does not indicate that Lady Feilding is an aero-
naut, ’

Captain William 1) TR, Kenny, Roval Inniskilline
Fusiliers, attached to the Eegyptian A-rmy, has beeg.
appointed Aide-de-Camp to the Sultan of Egypt. Born
thirty-three vears ago, the son of Mr. Justice Kenny,
this new A D.C. 1o the new Sultan was cducated at the
Oratory School: and lLe m;n?l’ied, in 1913, Alexandra,

daughter of the late Nicholas Mouravieff, Russia’s Am-
bassador at Rome.

Lord awd Lady Denbigh, cne of whose daughters
was nuried during the second weel in February, have
a family of den ehildren, including seven daughters.
Al an audience with the late Pope, Lady Denbigh pro-
duced o photograpl of her whole family, grouped ac-
cording fo size, and asked his Holiness's blessing on
then. Pope Pius wrote with his ewn hand a verse from
Psalm exxvii, at the foot of the phetograph, and added
his autograph, expressing the pleasure it gave him to
=ee the portrait of this fine family of Catholies growing
v as e trasied, to serve (lod and His Church.

Aowrlter in the Calhofie T niverse of Toledo, Ohio,
says - One ol our sweetest, sincerest Catholic singers
3 Denis AL MeCarthy, of Boston.  This poet was born
i Carriek on-=uir, County Tipperary, Treland, and was
wiven his fiest edeeation at the Christian Rrothers’
Sobiond, At the nve ol fifteen he landed in Boston, and
stee has heen inoor near that hub of American litera-
Carve and guade af his seene of labor. Mr. McCarthy
has published two books of peems which have brought
great eredil {e him.  They are none of your ‘wishy-
washy.” sickly, sentimental trasic; they are not involved,
uneonstruable tratlines of sweet-sounding words. Mr.
MeCarthy's verse is esseutially meaningful, religious,
Catholie, and musical.

The [ollowing story of Santley, the famous singer,
is worth telling, Mr. Rantley, who had not then
attatned i fame, was travelling through a mountainous
istriet, 1n Mexico, when lhis party was sudden]y at-
tacked by a horde of half-lred lLandits, who roughly
demanded their valuables, and threatened, as an alter-
native, {o take them up into the hills and torture them
until a rausom should be fortheoming. At ihe first
alurm the guards who had accompanied Santley and his
friends fled.  They were conducted througl devious
pathways for miles, until they arrived at a rock cave
high up ameng the hills, where they wers foreibly
rohbed of theiv money and valuables, including the best
of their clothing.  Owver their rude supper that memor-
able mght, Sautlev sang an aria as he had never sung
before. 1lis veice was then much lighter in tone than
it s to-day.  As the song vippled Torth on the clear
mountain air, the dusky Mexican faces lighted up with
pleasure, and ab its close the leader expressed his de-
Hehl, and asked the senor to sing again. Santley saw
his chance, and seized it. e asked, through his ser-
vant, if he might sing {or his liberly, and a reluctant
consent, was given. For two hours that night he
charmed his captors with a lengthy programme of ex-
quisite melodies.  The next day the party were taken
down the mountain-side and set at liberty, to their great
relief and delight.
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