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Current Topics

The Uerman Blockade and Mines

A week or two ago we commented upon the stress
which was laid in the German Note to America upon
the intended use of mines in careying out thé so-called
blockade of the British coasts. In the Note presented
at Washington by Couut Bernstorff ¢he anmouncement
was expressly made that Germany intended to sow mines
in waters around the Britich Isles as part of the war-
fare against belligerent merchantmen-—with, of course,
certain and inevitable risk to neutrals. German papers
empliagise the same point, and indicate quite clearly
that the wholesale use of mines was locked forward
to, uo less than the action of the submarines, to play
a greab part in the work of strangling British trade.
The C'olayne Guzefte, for example., gives the fol-
lowing advice to neutrals:—' Ty genuine neutral
shipping only this good advice can be given. Remain
far from the waters which have been declaved a war
zome, because another weapon may be called on Lo plav
an important réle—namelv, the mine. Enuland will
not fail to protect herself against submavines by wines.
Qur navy, oo, probably with the assisfance of sub-
marines, will nei faif to caver the Bnglish coast with
mines, anrd to devote partienlar attepfing fo Enchsh
harhers. It ix nnat, however, possible for pimes, with
the bhest. will s the world, 1o chistingoish aentral from
enemy vessels.  Thes hring deati and destractin to all
alike who approach tao wear them. Awd even Hlie
well-known ¢ crmanra annnunces aud approves the indis
eriminate sowing of mines for the hitnd destriction of
nparmed passonger vessels, whether Bittish or neutral.
‘We, of course, shall place mines befove Enulish har-
bors. We are fully entitled to do so, since all the
British ports have heen declared war ports, Oup 17
hoats have contrivinees Tor mine tavinge, sl witl make
Livish se of then,
et of oar U

We rnav expect [ro the diveern
bt <';|=|l;LLTI~: titad I]u‘_\' wilth e ahle {0
recoghise nentral =hips, even an the present diflienls
cireumstances, nud spave them, bt oines are hind, and
may strike anyvone geing into dancer. Neutral shinping
must make iselt clear vn this pefut.” Ax Hule, i any,
destruction by mines has been vecorded sinee February
18—the date from which the * blockade” was (o operate
—it must be presmined that the policy above outlined
has beer found difficutt, if not impossibiclof aceemplishe-
meut,

What Will America Lo ?
The American Note presented i protest acainst
Gcr‘m:m_\;'s farnous decrvee decluring o paval war zone,
and anuouncing that even nevtral ships would be lable
to be destm}'@d i found within the proclalried area,
made it very clear that, oflfivially ar least, Germany
was to be held strictly accenntable it sny injury were
done to the lives ar property of American citizens in
carrying oul what the Note deseribed as this anpre-
codented naval policv. The Noie nheerves: T exer
eize the mght of attack or destrov any vessel entertng
the prescribed arvea 1n the high seas without firsl eer-
tainly determining its belligerent nationality and the
contraband chavacter of ils cargo is an act so unpre-
cedented 1n naval warfare that this Government is
reluctant, te helieve that the Timperial Government of
Germany in this case eontamplates it as possible.”  And
it continues: I the commanders of Germaa vessels
nf war actoonr the presumpiion that the fag of {he
United Rtates 1m not nsed in goed [witly awd shondd
destroy om the high seas an weriean eesset and the
tives of American cifizens, i1 swould be diffienlt for the
Government of the TTuited States (o view =ueh sn acl
in any other light than avw indefensible vinlation of
neutral rights which it would be very hard indecd to
reconcile with the friendly relations nnw happily exist-
ing between the two Govermments. The United Slafes
Government would be constrained to hold the Tmperial
Government to strict accountahility for such acts, and
ty take any steps that might be necessary to safeguard

American lives and property.’

a The American press is
even more explicit and emphatic, and warns Germany
of the peril she runs if any il befalls any dmerican
eitizen—whatever be the nationality of the boat by
which he wr she s travelling. The New York
Nun says: — ‘The contention 1{hat officers of - a
submarine cannot  be expected to ascertain  the
ids ttity of neutral ships s preposterous and inde-
fensible,  British submarines are hailing neutral ships
and stopping them every day, and no German officer in
his senses can plead incapacity, although he might
feign 1t, by obeying sceret orders.’ The Sun again
warns Germany that *there must be no doubt in the
German official mind that the 7 uited Srates will hold
Cermany strictly aeconntable fur pisiafies thal cause
the destruction of dmerican merchant ships or loss of
American tices?  The New York Jerald says that * the
United States is clearly within its right in notifying Ger-
many in terms incapable of being misunderstood that she
will be held to strict accountability for the destruction of
an American vessel or the loss uf o singie Lmerican life.’
And  the IWorld vemarks: * Vo Wilson's Yate to
Clermany applivs {o Laericans an bourd British and
Freweh sheps as well as to Laveriran ships by dectoaring
thet o subhmearine hos nn mope riwht 'n-rmffmf,r/ 1o Lifl
Aurevivans fu the Lusitonio thon in the Nt Pawl or St
Lowiz ' In Ahe Falaba ouse s Geyman submarine Lias
Eilled ap Americsn eitizen ™ e perssn of Mr Thrasher,
Thowill be antferesting in see what action President Wil-
cen's Achimimisteation will 4ake in the matter,

Arizona Prohibition

Some fime ago we referred ia e new and drastic
prolibition law which has bheen eavvied i the State of
Arieona, and ta the applieation which had been made
by Bishop Granjon for an injunction to suspend tho
eperation of the law so far as the exelnsion of wine
tor sacramental pirposes 1= coneerned, and te have this
provision cmmilled ws Lelng alieo s and uneomsti-
fnteernd. Phat application e so fae failid - and anless
Phe Supremre Conrt tabkes o dilierent view from that, of
e Dovsrenet Clonrd, aondd conmex prempd v o the vescue,
there 1= mmminent danuger of the Caihalies of Avizona
being cntirely deprived of Haolv Mass in {he ncar future.
Asowe learn Cvome the L rciopa Faify Stor, Tucson, Janu-
ary B, othe serionzness of the siluation was only realised
when it was learned that the dealers who supply sacra-
meitlal wine to thie Catholie ehurches of that part of
thie conntry had beenr unnble to 811 an order sent to them
by IMacher Mars, of Winslow, becatse Uie railroad coni-
paides relised 1o secepn the wine Tor transportation.
News of the matter veached Tueson when Bishon Gran-
Junt received w letter frora Father Marx, in which lLe
euclozed the following communivation. sent Lo him by
the man Franciseo house witlh which he had placed the
orders o Reve Father, - We regret to state that your
arder reached us too late. The drastic nrolibition law
in vour State Mes inta effeet on the st of January, and
ratlvoad companies stnee the last fow davs ave refusing
to aceept Tiquor shipments fo Arizona on the rround
that s napossible 1o have the ;;(m(]s delivered 1o eon-
stenees by the fivsd of {1 NOHET With Dest wishes or
a happy and prosperous New Year,--We remain, yours
very respect fully, Brun and Chaix, Tne. December 28,
19T4.  To Rev. George Marx. Winslow, Ariz.”  When
nuestioned aboul the matter, local railroad officials said
that the statement of Brun and Chaix was correct, and
that none of the transportatien lines would accept con-
sigmiients of liquor of any kind for delivery in Arizona,
Lhera heing no execeplion whalever an favor of saerst
mantal wine Tor Catholic churehe: .
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Interviewed on the matter, Bishop Granjon ex-
pressed the natural hope that some relief from the law
might he secured through the courts or {lhivoueh a mod -
fication of it by a vote of the peeple, and was  alsn
naturally loth tn cousider Lhe conditiner which would
vesult when all the sacramental wine then iv Arizona
had been used. 1le did say. however, that if they were
unable to secure sacramental wine the priests would he
unable to perform their dulies, and in such a case doubt.-




