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one side as from anti-Catholic Protestantisin on the
other.” As Cardinal Newman did hefore him, Mon-
signor - Benson soonr  found that this half-and-half
arrangement would not work., It was necessary,” Mr,
Marshall observes, * that Ilugh Beuson should feel that
he had widely-admitted authority behind him.  That
has been impossible in the Church of England since the
Oxford Movement turned its level plain inte & moun-
tain, upon one slope or other of which its clergy must
find a foothold, cach for himself. There is noe authority
that is universally accepted in the Clwrel of England,
and with 1lugh Benson’s temperament, wher he had
once set foot upon the slope that is on the Romeward
side, he was bound to end where he did, little as he or
his friends thought it.”  Whiie still an Anglican min-
ister, Monsignor Benson developed considerable power
as a preacher, but it was not until e became a (Catholie
priest that he reached the zeuith of his fame in this
respect.  Mr. Marvshall savs he carefully prepared his
sermouts and addresses.  Ile snent st of his meornings
writing them out. Tle did net commit them to memory,
but he read them over several times, and {hus got them
fixed in his head.  The result was that he secrmed to
be speaking extemporarily and witheut any perceptible
trace of previous study. 1le didl not prepare any
oratorical effects af all,
His Elogquence Was Purelv Natural,

inspire.rl by his nterest in the Slli)‘jl’l'l aned s rmped o
habit of wind and speech. As i mind hecame more
stored, his need for self-expression greater, and  his
powers of speech more exible, he cave every andication
of develnping inta o great preacher.  Tle wan sxceed-
ingly fond of children. and they bved i, With the
boys of the Westmiuster Cathedreal Cheor he was an
mmmense favorite, and he delichied jo their poriorimdnes
of the Christmas plavs he wrote for thom.  As an
Anglican curate at Kemsing he was on the best possible
terms with the vitlage children, and for then he wrate

three falvy plaves which they periormed with eoaapie

BOUS SLCeess, Mro Muarshadl coneludes witle the ex
pression of Qs conviction e Robert Huch Benan <l
the vight thing o Jeining the Cathosie Choreh W
the break-up of owr elrele ar Kemzing o continangs
contact ceased. Ul b orhing e friend i deepsaed
in spite of widelv-diversent wavs of Hie andd thonaghn,

[ have spent very lappy davs wailc B sinee, and
found him an even wore delivhiml commanion than he
was cduring 1he vears of whieh b ohave written. Ongr
common svinpathies, it more sober. were mueh wider
than those of our vouth, and @ cortain friction, (hat
made itself felt before he fins iy found wimte 1 obhelicve
to have Leen his trie vecation o dife, had completely
vauished. e hacd the wost Lvabie quadities, e they
scented to shine out tn hhn wore avd nwre each {ine
we came logether)

OBITUARY

ME., WILLLIAM FRANCIE ROCIEE,
CHRESTUHURCH.

It was with very gennine sorrow cwrites ongs Cheist -
church correspondent) that his nwmeraus friends and
acquaintances in the community Tearned of the deatl of
Mr. Williwn Franels Roche, whivh occurred on last
Tuesday in the Christehureh Tospital st (he age of
sixty-three years. The late Mr. Boche was a uative of
Calhir, County Tipperavy, and as the con of a coniractor
for supplies to the army (Cahir heing a varrison fown
and s father slorckeeper in g farpe way therey, he
accpired @ gond eommercial and ceneral edneation, which
was of iinmense serviee to hine o after Hife. The lale
Mr. Roche was foroa lengthy peviod fraveiling repro-
suntative for the Kaiapol Woollen Company, aml as
such, owing to his wenial personality, interrily, and
exveptional husiness alnblilies, was esteemed and e
spected alike by clients and Tellow-travellers. sonie
years ago he decided Lo leave the road and euter husiness
on his own account.  Tll-health almost from the start,
however, pursucd hitn, and he was oblized recently to

enter the hospital for treatment.  Ilis constitution was
so broken, that medical kill was unavailing, and he
passedl away as previensly mentioned. The Rev. Father
Murphy, B.A. (chaplain), and other priests visiting the
Lospital afforded all the spivitual consolation possible,
and being always a faithful and fervent Cathelic, his
death was peaceful and happy. The late Mr. Roche
leaves a widow and family, his eldest son being Liei-
tenant Arnold Roche of the Marist Brothers’ School
Cadets. llo alse leaves a sister to whom le
was greatly devoted——Mother M. Augustine, of the
Sisters of Mercy, Auckland, and late of Onehunga,
where for many vears she did noble and enduring work
in conuection with the lecal Catholic schools. To all
of these the sincerest sympathy is extended. A Re-
guiem Mass for the repose of his sonl was celebrated in
St Mary’s Church, Manchester street, by the Rev.
Father Hickson, S.M., on last Thursday, the Rev.
Father [leoare, 8. M., afterwards effinating at the inter-
ment i the Linwood Cemetery.  Among the oldest
and closest friends atiending the funeral were Messrs,
M. Cleary, T. Galtuev, J. Mollov, J. S Barrett, W.
Hayward, sen., G. C. Hayward, J. Power, M. O’ Dono-
hue, and Bowler, the four last mentioned being pall-
bearers.—R. 1.

CATHOLIC FEDERATION

WELLINGTON DIOCESAN COUNCIL.

The monthly meeting of the executive committes
wis hield at the offices of the Federation, Cnba street,
Wellingron, oo April 7. The Rev. Father Daly pre-
Aded, and e pllowing wembers were  present: —
Mozars, Sievers, Unery, Smyth, and the seevetary,  An
apology was veceived from the Very Rev. Dean Me-
Keonno The Rev. Father Dalv reported that the
iuilding at Trenthan Caompowas near completion, and

wath] be restely o e T bt aoweels The secretary
ated that the agonnt asked Vor by the Dominion
ol Cdo feed heen paid i It was decided fo
crprend s nol exceedine Edoan Hlevat ure, stationery,
etic, o e I the Terriorial camns. The scerctary

Lrouclit down g <tatement showine the cost of provid-
e the fare of the delegates 1o the council meetings,
ardd, arter considerable disenssion, 1t was decided to
postpone the consideration of the guestion wntil a future
megting.

The following veroir frem the Thornden commitiee
was o eonsideredd  That W be & reconmnendaiion to the
Divvesan Execative, that o Pederation Sunday all the
menthers of the Catholic Federation in Wellington be
invited to artend flely Connpunion, and that this be
followed by oo breaklast to e held in some place to be
arraneei Ly the Diocesan Excentive.” Consideralble
disenssion ensuerd, and i was the general opinion that
A demonstration of the kind would have goed results,
but owing to the sinall atlendance i1 was decided to hold
the matter over 1 nexi meetine,

Aodetter was reveived from the heasd ofiice sugmest-
te that prizes shonld be offered 1o Ahe seholars
in ihe Cathinlie pPrimaey sehon)s for the
best eszan one the subject of the Federation.  After
sonre disenssion, 16 was decotded to defor the matier 1o
a Nilure meeline. The secretary reparted that very few
relwrns for the quarter ended Mareh 31 had been re-
cotved w0 far, It wax hoped thal by next meetine all
returus would be To. This informalion is required for
statistical purposes, and parish seerelaries will materi-
allv assist i the work by promptly sending in the
retirns and renntfanees when due,

CHEISTCHU RO DHOCESAN COUNCTT,
(From our own correspondent.)

The  executive  commmitlee of  the  Christehurel
Diocesan Counetl mel in the Federation vooms, Wili-
shire Buildings, on last Thursday evening. In the
unavoidable absence of the president, Mr. J. R. Hay-
ward (vice-president) presided, and those present were



