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known cavalry call of ‘Boot and Saddle’ is really a
corruption of the old French signal, ‘ Boute-selle,’” or
‘Put on your saddles.’ ‘ Admiral’ comes from the
Arabic ‘ Emir of bagh,” meaning ‘ Lord of the sea’;
‘commedore” comes from the Ttalian * comandatore i
exploit, the matter of fact narrative of which cquals,
the term * giving quarter’ is believed to have criginated
in the agreement which existed in the old fichting days,
account of his gallant action as it appeared in the Lon-
don Garette:—

BRAVE IRISH SOLDIERS

O'LEARY'S BRILLIANT EXPLOIT.

The award of the Victoria Cross to Michael O'Leary,
of the Irish Guards, has set cvervbody talking of his
exploits, the matter of fact narrative of which cquals,
if it does not surpass, the best things related of the
warrior lhierces in song and storv. The fellowing is the
account of his gallant action as it appeared in the
London Gu:efte: — B

"No. 3556, Lance Uorporal Aicliacl O eary, 1.t
Battalion Irish CGuards.— For eonspicuous bhrovery ot
Cuinchy on Ist February, 1913, when torming one of o
storming party which advauced awainst the enemy s
barricades.  lle rushed to the frome awd himsett kilied
five Germans who were holding the fivat Lurvieade, after
which lie attacked a second barvicade about 00 svapeds
further on, which he captured atter killing three of
the enemy and making prisoners of two more.  Lance
Corporal O’Leary thus practically eaptured the enemy s
position by himself, and prevented the vest of the at-
tacking party [rom being fired upon.’

In addition to rveceiviar fhe Vieloria {thi=
young Irishman of 24 vears of age was on the field of
his great achievement promoted 1o the rank of seveeant.
The official despatches franm the Headgnarters Stafl make
no mention whatever of Rergeant O'Leary’s  glovious
achievement (says the Freemon's Jowranly, Clyve-
Witness ” described 1t 1n vart, hut made no reference to
the hero of ‘the most conspicnons callantry.’ Mis
name was suppressed, his nationality was suppressed, his
regiment was suppressed. [le was described simply as
‘one of our men.’

Sergeant ()'Leary’s exploit was not the anly display
of Irish heroism on {hat day. TU will bo remembered
that the incident cecurred at the attack on Cuinehy nn
the 1st February. This was part of 1hke battle that
raged for several days on tho Bethune-T.a Bassce line,
of which the desperate strugele for the village of
Givenchy, which recalled somic of 1he most heroic epi-
saodes of the great Contincntal wars, was the central
feature. In that hotly-contested fight the Irish Guards
fought with desperate valor, which the Commander-in-

s,

Chief acknowledged. Cuinchy, where O’Leary won his
place in the rank bf heroes, 13 three-quarters of a mile
south. of Givenchy, at the other side of the c¢anal, and
it was there that the Irish Guards stemmed finally the
tide of the Germans’ desperate attacks in force and
compelled the enemy to retire. The work of the Irish
Guards at Cuinchy is described in Sir John Frenech’s
despatch of the 12th of February as -a fine piece of
work,” and he wrote again of their  indomitable pluck.’
The struggle for Cuinchy began at half-past 2 o’clock
in the worning and lasted untii after midday. The
German night attack surprised the Coldstream Guards,
whe were driven from their trenclies.  The Irish Guards
came 10 their assistance three-quarters of an hour later,
and a desperate attack was made to regain the trenches.
The fight was rencwed again and again, and it was not
until noon that an attack with the bayonet dislodged
the enemy. * All the ground which had been lost was
brilliantly retaken.  They ecaptured thrce German
trenches, two sels of barricades, aud killed or made
prisonets many of the enemy.’

Sergeant (Vleary is the son of a small farmer re-
sidding at Inchigecla, near Macroom, County Cork. 1Te
was barn in September, 1880, and is thus little more
than 24 vears old.  Five vears acgo he enlisted in the
[vish Guards, apd after serving three vears went into
the Reserve o June, 1913, After a brief stay at his
hene in County Cork he started {or Canada, where
hie jowned the North-West Mounted DPolice—the famous
foree which is aceountable for the peace and order of
the vast sl as vet largely unscttled territory of the
north-western portion of the Dominion.  O'Leary was
serving with this foree when war broke out, and being
still liable to service as a reservist, he al once returned
e ondon.

Press and Other Tributes.

The fiedy Newso 1n recounting the heveic action,
compares O Lenry to Reland, the nephew of Charle-
s e, vie ol Uhe wreatest heroes of the Middle Ages.

Smily Homer couldd de o justice to s exploit at
Cuinehy, states tlhe Guhe . L yeads more like some
tale o Hoeet o or Achilles in the Plains of Troy than
the =ober record of ile twentieth century fighting in
Flanders”

Tive fdd Madt (0 tie wavs: C The reciplents of the
Vietorla Cross include some who wonld bhave gained a
plice in the fliad--fighters in whom a perfect hwrricane
SF temperateni is oveked by oaocvisiz, and whose energy
B perbaps wo power of magnetising the enemy before
carvovs Line Having deseribed O'Teary’s brilliant
ERIRIEEHIN e same journal goes on to sav:  When we
1rv i understand achievements of this kind we have to
fall beek upon the sheer moral supremacy which for-
vottnlness of <ol establishies over those confrouted by
it And alonoside of fhe explosive and ilomeric type
of valor we have the more distinetively modern kind
whiclhh endures the miost prolonged nervous strain, and
warks coolly and eliciently, despite the knowledge that
dewth may come af any moment,’

Siv Arthur Copan Dovle, writing of O'Leary in
the  Keenivag pavs him  the Jollowing  iri-
Iite: - Nooawriter in Getion would dare (o fasten such
an achioveyoni to any of hiz chavacters: but the Irish
have always had the reputation of heing wonderful
Niohters, and Lance-Corporal Michael O Leary is clearly
one of them.’

Mr T P, OVConuor, M.P., also wriling in the
Frewing News, says: L am moved te admiration by
the splendid conrage of se many men and officers of
every vace. 1 am particularly proud that one of my
awn penple should have been so foreniost in these won-
derfu! and hrave achievemenis, Tt is only one of the
many exploits which reveal the Trish as great fighters,
and iz a vindication of Mr Redmnond and his colleagues
in ealling upon their people to rally to the great cause
of the Allies.’

The Countess of Limerick states in the same paper:
“The Irishman never fails. O'Teary is typical of the
Trishman and the Irish Guardsman. Tl exploit—the
finest thing in the whole war—does not surprise me in

the least.’
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