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PEARLS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE FOR OUR
LITTLE ONES

By tHE REv. M. J. WaTson, 8.J.,
Author of * Within the Soul,” and ‘ The Story of Burke
and Wills.’

“Unless you be converted and become as little children,
you shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.'—
St. Matt. zvii, 3.
]
(ALt RicaETs RESERvED. ]

TIHE KINGDOM OF LIEAVEN.
*Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is very great in

Ileaven.—St. Matt, v. 12,

Our beloved Lord, my dearest, tells us to rejoice
in the thought of the bright and beautitul home which
He has prepared for us in heaven, a home which,
though at present invisible, has as real an existence as
this earth where we live.  The thoughl of heaveu fills

the heart with hope, separates its affections from earthly

things, and tuspives a longing for tie sivht of the Living
God, Yet how the world 1alks!' Lt thinks highly of
this presewt Hie which must soou end in deatl, and 1t
thinks as little as it poxsibly can of the Jife to come,
tocounted vien Pives. who, clothed i fine loen and
purple, feasted Juxwrionsly every dav, as a4 wman of
much consequence, a man to be vreathy envied, and it
despised the just tuan Lazarus Becanse he was poar and
Lerged his bread.  Yer Lavarus, anr Lol {olls Us, was.
arter death, borne by aneels inta Ateaham bosormy, and
the rich wan <iied and was hirted in Lol
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the new Jerssalem " has soueht withe carthly tnages (o
descrihe vz wpdendor and heantv, e sive That he Wik
taken upindioa crent and Bich mountaim and hefore h_lm
were uwibolded Ahe wtories of the holy iy, The oty
walls were of grecn Jasper. and dheie Foundalions were
of sapiphives. cmeralds, and all kinds of precions sifmm:
The gales were made of creat pearks, and the city ilself
and the strcels were of gold «o pare {hat i resembled
clear glass.  There shall be na uieht there, nor shall
the city have need of the sun or moen te shine in it,
for the glory of God gives it light, and the splendor of
the Lamb is the lamyp thereof. 1Te was shown also the
river of life flowing from the {hrone of God and of the
Lamb, that river which Iinebriates the Bles_sed with
unspeakable and purest joys, and, by making them

immortal, gives them security of never losing those
delights. God shall there wipe away all tears from their
eyes ; they shall no more bunger or thirst ; neither shall
tite sun fall on them nor any heat; and death shall be
o more, nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow ; for
the former evil things of earth are passed away. And
the Blessed shall see God face to face, and in that
Beatific Vision which is ever new, they shall be inun-
dated with bliss, they shall be plunged in the bound-
less ocean of the joy of the Lord. And they shall adore
Him, casting their crowns of gold before Iis throne
and singing: *To Ilim that sitteth on the throne and
to the Lamb benediction and honer and glory and power
for ever and ever.' Ilow lovely are Thy tabernacles,
" Lord of hosts! Better iz one day in Thy courts
above thousands in the tabernacles of sinners. Oh,
grant us to walk in innocence here on carth that we
Inay come at last to see Thy beauty and to enter into
the glorious inheritance which Thou hast promised !

In heaven we shall see the Adorable Trinity, the
Father Who ecreated us for that great reward, the Son
Who redeened us, and the IToly Ghost Who by His
grace sanctified our souls and gaveé us final perseverance,
the Three Divine ersons Who while they are really
distinet from one another are but God. We shall see,
alsu, Jesus, our Raviour, our Brother, our best and
truest Friend.  We shall gaze upon the wondrous love-
hness of His Humanity which fills heaven with the
ovinns of its glory,  What a 1oy to look on Him on
Whaom the angels delight to gaze! We shall sec our own
Mother Mary—we shall dwel! and converse and rejoice
with her for ever. Ws shall see St Joseph and the
Holy Angels, especially the kiud and .loving Guardian
Spivit who walched aver us and brought us through
the dangers of earth and led us safely to heaven. We
shadl meet the Apostles and the martyrs wha have
washed their robes and made them white in the Blood
of the Lamb.,  We shall be united for ever with all the
Nuaints whant we honored in this world, with St. Patrick
and St Brigid, with &, Benedict, St. Dominie, and
St Fravels of  Assisl, with 8t Ignatius and 8t.
Fravets Navier, wilh =4, Aloysius, 8t. John Berch-
nies, and Bt Stanisbus Kostla, with St Agnes, St.
Catliering, aud S, Mary Magdalen., What a joy will
oot be to find again all our Iriends, whom on earth
wi, perhaps, too mach wept ! 1u heaven we shall re-
Jobi father and mother, brothers and sislers, all rela-
tives and all acguaintanees —what o mecting will be
ilere ! What  weleomes What  sweet  gladness!
"What a oy savs St Cyeprian, Cwill it be both to
thens and to ug to meet and solace ourselves together.’

To zain (his snrpassing reward, lot us, as the
Seripture savs, “lee from sin as from the face of a
serpent” praviog., with all confidence, fo the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Tor strength to resist tenmiptation, to
persevere 1n God’s wrace, and to die a vood death.
The Hloly Spirid save: ¢ Expect {he Tord, do manfully,
sl det thy heart {ake conrage ; and wail thou for the
Lord?  (Pa. xxvi. 11

Praver to be Said Often.

One thing T have asked of the Tord, this will 1
soele after s that © may dwell in the house of the Lord
adl the days of my life. (s, xxvil)

Ityman: The Beauly of Ieaven,

Jesusalem, Jerusalem !

Thy streels are paved wilh gold;
Thy pearly halls and palaces

Arvo glorious Lo beheld,
Thy walls of jasper are inlaid

With every precious gem ;
How pure, how lovely is the sight

O our Jerusalem!

Jerusalem, Jerusalem!
Thow city of the skies,

Dear city of our King and God,
Dear object of our sighs!

ITow blest, how blest are thine abodes,
And those who dwell in them!

Thrice welcome here, the thought so dear
Of our Jerusalem!
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