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THE CHURCH IN SCANDINAVIA

GRADUAL RETURN TO THE TRUL FOLD.

Throughout tlie Scandinavian countries there is
a steady and rapid advancewnent of the Catholic Church
{writes a Norse convert in the Sun Francisco MHonilor).
Denmark, which was the first of these countries to
assume Christianity whiclr tlhien weant Cistholicisi,
was also the frst to abawdon it for the Lautheran doc-
trines, aud exercising then the political sway over its
sister countrics in the North, did mueh to ring aboutl
the loss of the Catholic faith theve, DBut Denmark was
also the first to wmake great strides toward a return to
Mother Church. The arvival in  Copenhagen  sume
thirty or more years ago of ihe Prineess Mavie of
Bourbon, an ardent Catholic, who became the wite of
Prince Waldemar, gave the greatest unpetus.

Religious Freedom in Denmark,

1listorically speaking, the reintroduction and fur-
ther spread of the Catholic Church in Denmavk dades
back to the year 1343, when King Frederick VIL gave
his people o constitution in which was granted and
guaranteed not only political, but alss relicious free-
dom to all, 1t was at that tiwe that the Catholie
Chureh was allowed e resume her mission ol =avinge
sanls in that vaiion where Protestantizon had veigned
absolutely since the nvroduction of the Betornmnion,
When they sarrived in Denmank tiey foind ondy twn
Catholic churehies. which were allowed to exist there
as exceptions to the above.wentioned ruke. The
was In Fredericia, o Botle fortvess g the cast coast of
Jutland, and the other in Copenbegen, The
was the parish oloorell of a small Cainolic commauiily
ol about one hundred amd thivty menibers, the e
maindder of an origt
Catholie people wore aliowed 1o
and to worship i the old Catlobu
1)01'1111'.55'1011. The other l_':l\l‘iu_ﬁiu church tolerated
Denmark was te chinreh o the Mstriao Foibissy in
Copenbiagen, where the Bishop of ihe Danisi
restdes, The o1 1
hitely  forbidden oo sprand the
fhe Protestant g tien, 0
preactt in [anish Lo prevent the peopie trone Teaining
anvthing abour e i chirehy
hudding bud to T a special
it could love nefiher Lefts,
facing the sivect, Jrowm wiich, larthernere. obsod e
ire separatedd by oan Dren Jenec, ko st 1t
more like a caot thane @ chureli,

To-dav \Iiiill'_’ﬁ are very different. Nobooniy the
civil Govermment. but. what i ol morme inpeatance,
the Protestant population eeli, tederation
towards: the Cathalie Churchy puiesis wond pecpbe, wlneh
15 quile wrasual in ather pon-Cathiolie countries. _
the Profestant minisfers, with very few exeeptions,
refrain fron speaking i ihe pulpnt and weiting in the
press avainst the cvepr-advancon Cathalis
Awd =0 where ihere oty Catholie churehes
at the Dbeciuning of the missimery laborss there are
to-day more than thivey parishes in the different citivs
of Drenmark, 1o which ave attached convenls, seliools,
and hospitals,
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Clonelition i Novway,

As ta the sccond northern country, Novway, the
RBishop of Chriztiama, Monsizior Fadlize, assures s
that there is no country where the Catlhiohe Churc is
trested more liberally than in Lutheran Norway. The
explanation of (his 15 found in ihe fact, he maintaius,
that the Novrwegians never really apostatized, Thex
slill glory in their Catholic ancestor=. In 1811 Norwa
beeame a Swedisht provinee, aud in 1815 the Norwe-
gians suceeeded in wresting from the king his assent
to a law granting religious liberty o Christians who
were not Lutherans. The Viear-Apostolic of the latter
country, profiting by this law, senf o few priests inlo
Norway. It was not until 1856 that Norway {!('Jll‘lll
boast of a Catholic church, that of St. Olaf in Clois-
tiania. The Faith spread with suflicient rapidity to
icad the Pope in 1869 to appoint a Prefect- Apostolic for

Norway. At the present moment Bishop Fallize has
the care of the Church in Norway. Religious Orders
have been once more allowed into the land. Idere is
how the education question has been solved. The law
declared that all schools should be essentially Lutheran.
Then ihe Government declared that Catholies eould
not in couscience send their children to such schools,
so that the Jaw must furnish every facility to establish
purely Cathelic schools.

At the conseeration of a chureh recently huilt, all
the State oflicials, with the Amtmann {(Maycr and
Prefect) at their head, weve preseni.  During Muass
thie Bishop invited them to pray * that all may be one,’
whereat all bowed their heads and prayed with the
Catholics present,

The absence of bigotry is a thing to marvel at.
The Bishop narrvates liow, when he was opening a new
mission, an old Prolestant lady came and shook Lis
hond cordially, saying: ¢ Al, your Lordship, how I
thank you for having sent ws a priest.  When my
daughter became a convert some vears back, T shed
bitter tears. Now 1 tremble at the thought that she
might grow weak in the Catholic faith, for then she”
would be a peor lost lamib without a shepherd. Now
the danger i1s averted.’

Tolerance in Sweden.

1 Sweden religious tolerance was 1ot granted until
taio, - 1t showld be borne in mind that Sweden gave
to the world ene of the foremost Catholie woinen, known
fo us at Bt Bridget of Sweden.  She was born in the
ver T3O3, and in her seventy vears of active lile played
au dmportant  partinhistory at Avignon and in her
relativy with ®t. Catherine of Siena. There are to-day
maiy hnely buili old Catholic cathedrals in Sweden.
There ave the splendid eathedrals at Upsala, Tuud,
Linkoping, Vistera, and Skara. as well as the cele-
liraded monastery clnieeh i the North off Sweden, and
e one ot Valstens, burlt under the diveetiom of St
Briduet, with the many smaller edifices scattered over
the country, all of whicl: are the work of Catholie hands
and are now i Lhe possession of Protesfants,

From the fime of the Reformation until the pub-
Teaiion of the Edict of Toleranee by Gustavus 117,
i 178E 0 nll public manifestation of Catholie worship
wis Torbldden in sweden. The Holy Saevilice of the
Mass conld onuly be celebrated in private chapels be-
lencine o foreign eibassies. [ a Jadheran embraced
the religion formerly professed by 1he entire nation,
e religion of St Tvie and of =t Brideet, the convert
wix exiled and his gands confiseated.

In 1892 the Chatholies at Steckhebn had the hap-
pineks of secing o clhrelt oveeted in honor of the mar-
Pvired kine, St Fie,

This charel b5 the only Catholic vne in Sweden
which possesses 1 belll The Angelus iz rung there, and
the residence of the Viear-Apostolie is situated close
I this edifice. The Viear-Apostolic 1s obliged to oflen
tiavel lone distances In the exereise of his eacred fune-

Bons, Sweden is a very large country, and the small
vumber of Catholies who do not reside in Stockholm
are scattered ever the immense territory,  There is also

a beauliful NHitle chapel, dedicated to St. Joseph,
erected 1n 1892, in the Cathiolie cemetery outside Stock-
holin, the generous gift of Madame de Koudriaflsky,
e widow of the Russian Awmbassader. Tu the pro-
vinees there are Catholic churchies at Malmoe, Gothen-
burg, Norrkeping, Cefle, and Halmoe. The latter s
Lthe one most frequented by the Polish workingmen,
who o fo Sweden in such large numbers to work 1n the
heoet-root sugar fields, These mien eften sacrifice their
small wages in order to purchase a vaillway ticket, or
walk & long distance in order 1o be able to receive
Hely Communion. .

The Polish laborers have for many vears a faithiul
friend in the person of an old priest, Count Bernard
Stolberg, a descendant of the famous writer, Frederick
Leopeld Stolberg, a diplomatist, whose conversion sur-
prised the Protestant world. The Albe Stelberg has
his fixed residence at Norrkoping, but he undertakes
long journeys in different districts of Sweden among
the Polish workingmen,
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