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Belgium the Germans shot a young Jesuit scholastic 1 at
Louvain because he had made a private criticism of'the
German;Army ? . ; \

*

\

*

' ■.'"
ENEMY'S SUBMARINES IN IRISH CHANNEL.

Some sensation was naturally created in Dublin
on Sunday, February 28 (says the Irish Catholic) when
it became known that a few German submarines had
managed to reach the Irish Channel and were plying
their precarious trade between the coasts of Lancashire
and Anglesey and those of Dublin and Down. In the
course of their operations the submarines sank four
trading . vessels and chased the Royal mail steamer
Leinster during her voyage from Holyhead to Kings-
town, but she escaped uninjured, mainly through, the
coolness and skill of her commander, Captain Birch.
In the English Channel, German submarines sank two
important merchant ships. The trade of Dublin has,
in consequence of these raids, been somewhat inter-
fered with, while that of Belfast appears to have been
almost entirely stopped. All tlie same, it seems safe
to assume that the annoyance can only be temporary,
because, even if the submarines escape capture or
destruction, they cannot possibly remain long in Irish
waters for lack of fuel and other supplies. What has
happened, however, brings more clearly to the mind of
everyone the fact that a state of war exists.

BELFAST SHIPBUILDING.
The London Times, in its engineering supplement,

says that whatever may have been the aspirations of
German shipbuilders—and a successor to the Vater-
land has already been launched—the big ship record
of the year must, as already stated, be accorded to
Messrs. Harland and Wolff, who not only launched the
Britannic, of 50,000 tons, but the Statendam, 33,000
tons; the Orbita, 15,500 tons: the Almanzora, 15,600
tons; the Euripides, 15,000 tons; and on the last day
of 1914, the BelgenTand, a new Red Star liner, of
27,000 tons. It is a significant commentary on the
faith of Belgian citizens that their country will be re-
stored to them, and the port of Antwerp again become
the great centre of her maritime trade, that the national
name has been reserved for this ship, and that she has
been registered at Antwerp. When this vessel takes
her place in the Red Star fleet she will be the largest
steamer that has ever sailed out of the Scheldt.

RECRUITING IN KELTS.
A large and enthusiastic public meeting in support

of the recruiting movement was'held in the St. Vincent
de Paul Society Hall, Kells, on February 28. Sir
Nugent Everard, H.M.L. for Meath, presided, and the
speakers included, in addition to the chairman (Lord
Fingall), Lieut. T. M. Kettle, Private Stephen Gwynn,
M.P. ; Major Garroway, and Mr. P. Collins, chairman
of the Kells Urban Council. As in the case of the
recent recruiting meetings in Drogheda and Navan,
Lieut. Kettle's eloquent address was the most interest-
ing feature of the proceedings. Already over 200
Nationalists have joined the colors from the Kells dis-
trict, and a number of others joined the new Irish
Brigade after the meeting.

People We Hear About
-. An interesting point in connection with the Garter

that was recently conferred upon King Albert of the
Belgians is the fact that it was held by his uncle, the'
late King Leopold, for 40 years, and previously by his
grandfather for half a century. In the whole historyof the Order there is no instance of two occupants hold-
ing the dignity successively for so long a period.

Mr and the Hon. Mrs Edmund Maxwell-Stuart,
who have at present no fewer than five sons on active
service, are descendants of. the old Scottish Catholic
houses of Stuart of Traquair and Maxwell of Herries
(says the Glasgow Observer). On the death, at a great
age, of Lady Louisa Stuart, heiress of the last Earl of
Traquair, that estate passed to the Constable Maxwells,
the new owner of Traquair adding the name of Stuart
to his patronymic. His son Edmund married his first
cousin, the Hon. Mary Anne Maxwell, youngest of
the 13 children of the tenth Lord Herries. Four of
her sisters are nuns, and her eldest surviving brother is
married to the great granddaughter and heiress of Sir
Walter Scott, whose romances paved the way, in the
opinion of Cardinal Newman, to the Catholic revival ofthe nineteenth century.

Waterford City, whose Parliamentary representa-
tive is the leader of the Irish Party, has also a remark-
able and distinguished chief magistrate. For the fifth
time its Corporation has elected Alderman Richard
Power as Mayor (writes the London' correspondent of
the Melbourne Advocate), He is in his 90th year, and
must be the oldest Mayor in the world. He has spent
close on half a century in the Corporation, and he was
a member of the Reception Committee when Daniel
O'Connell visited Waterford some 70 years ago. An
ardent, life-long Nationalist, Alderman Power took part
in the Young Ireland movement of 1848, and was also
one of the ' men of '67.' As Mayor of Waterford for
the first time in 1886, Alderman Power presided at the
presentation of the Freedom of the City to Mr Glad-
stone in recognition of his introduction of the first
Home Rule Bill. In spite of mis great age, Alderman
Power personally superintends a couple of large business
concerns. He attended every one of the Corporation
meetings last year, in addition to serving on various
committees. It is to be hoped that this veteran Na-
tionalist will survive to see the reopening of the old
House on College Green, and witness the fruition of his
hopes and labors for more than 70 years.

Vice-Admiral Sir David Beatty, K.C.8., M.V.0.,
D.5.0., has played a most distinguished part in the
naval campaign of this war. The son of Captain D.
L. Beatty, of Borodale, County Wexford, he was born
on January 17, 1871. He entered the Navy as a cadet
in 1884, was promoted to sub-lieutenant in 1890, and
to lieutenant in 1892. He is much the youngest flag
officer in the British Navy. He is only 43 years of
age, and his career throughout has been one of remark-
able distinction and success. He comes of a sporting
Irish family, and was not originally intended for the
Navy, which service he entered, as it were, by accident.
He rendered excellent service as a lieutenant with the
Nile gunboats in 1897-8 in co-operation with the
Egyptian army. He was employed in getting the gun-
boats over the cataracts, and performed this arduous
task with complete success. He was promoted to cap-
tain (in November, 1900) at the early age of 29. This
made Beatty the youngest captain in the Royal Navy.
The promotion took him over the heads of 200 officers,
and it is significant to note that he had similarly passed
395, officers on the lieutenants' list when he was ad-
vanced to commander. Sir David Beatty married in
1901 the daughter of Mr Marshall Field, of Chicago,
founder of the famous dry-goods store. They have two
sons.

Going away at Easter? Yes. Then don’t forget
one thing. Check your baggage through the N.Z.
Express Co., Ltd., when you travel. Saves you bother
from start to finish. Tell the Compan} when you are
going and they will collect baggage, check it on, receive
and deliver immediately it arrives

PILES
Can be instantly relieved and quickly cured by the use
of BAXTER’S PILE OINTMENT. This excellent
remedy has been a boon to hundreds of sufferers all
over New Zealand. Sent post free on receipt of 2/6in stamps, or postal notes, by—

WALTER BAXTER CHEMIST, TIMARU.

Ye men that go shooting, if yon require a Gun
that will shoot straight and some ammunition that will
kill, consult Smith and Laing’s stock, Invercargill.

Place your next order for Pictures, Picture Frames, and Artists’ Materials with
McCORMICK & PUGH, 681 Colombo Street, CHRISTCHURCH
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