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. On thg La-nd

v GENERAL.

! The fact that eighty calves have been reared at
the Ruakura Farm of Instruction this season without
death or illness is further proof of the value of the ‘dry’
system of reaving.

Last month 15 acres at the Ruakura Farm of -
struction were sown with praivie-grass and clovers, in
order to give this undoubtediy valuable fodder-grass
a therough test on practical lines.

The Berkshire studs of the Mowmahaki and Rua-
kura Experimental Farms are proviog very popular
throughout the Dominion.  All the piygs vaised meet
with ready sale, stud animals having been even supplied
ty Australinu Stales.

The poorest portion of the nursery of the Ruakura
Farm of [astruction, where i1 was alwayvs diflicult to
coptrol couch, was sown thickly last autumn  with
barley and horsc-beans.  This was dug in during the
carly spring, At the present tine it s growing evops
o1 beans and peas which are exhibiting a richercolored
foliage and finer cdevelopment than “rops growing in
other sectinus ol the nurserv.  Obviously tiig is prin-
cipally due to the moist condition of the soil Lrowcht
about h‘\' the heavy creenamaunurine, which elfectively
prevented the s al boeing dreied up by the prolensed
peviod ol <y weather,

A Netd anothe Mommatakl Experimental Farm
whieh iy the adoivation of visiiors th, senson i a0 15-
acre black of Dicerne crowine on one of {he higher
undifating povtiene ol the peoaperty, Fsdablished in
Novewher o 19150 00 0s noaw the bast mnnevanakine
proposition on the faem. i the berinning of Decemn-
ber the first eut was made for hav, the measured zlack
indicating 33 tome capmeity. The seennd eut was ob-
tained on Jawnary 25 when alogt 40 tons of ity woere
gecured.  Two mmore enttines< for hayv couid he probably
seewred s scasan, bt owine 1o e dev sl the
Beerie G Lotne ol a1 e [Prestil innme oo ovreen
slnfe,

AU Addineten st week e store SHUE PUTLE WOTe
agaln fullv oecupied with g very Diewvy entry, and
there were noderate entrics o other depiert ments.
There was a zood demand for the belter class of hroed-
ing ewes at rather firmer prices, bot there wax little
change in other deseriptinns. Fat eartle sold at about
late rates, and tat lanbs and fa sheep et with a
dull sale.  There was a small entry of fat kanhs, total-
ling 31573, some being very prime and others ouly in
forward store condition. Extra prime, to 23 9d4:
prime, 16s Bd to 90s; oihers, 105 to 1682, Ahout eight
races were filled with fat theep, ewes forming  the
greater part of the vardiug,  There was a dnil sale Tor
all but pritne sheep at casier rates. Fxtra. prime
wethers, to 0% 3d o prime wethers, 20s jo 24s Bd
others, 162 to 30« Tl prime ewes, 192 G 20a g medinm
ewesg, 155 to 18 6d. The entry in the fat cattle section
showed an inereaze compared with the previeus week,
the number penncd being 313 hiead, as compared with
270 last week, Exira good steers, (n £16 Hs: ordinary
steers, £7 7x 6d to £10: extra heifers, {0 £13 1Hs;
ordinary heifers, £3 to L3: exlra cows, to £12: or-
dinary cows, £3 05 to £8 105, Price of heel per L0G]b,
3ls to 435, There was a fair yarding of fal pigs, but
the guality covered a wide range, indifferently finished
animals being numerous. The demand was not kem:.
Choppers, £2 to £4 ; light baconers, £2 Ts Gd to .£2 [Ts
6d ; heavy baconers, £3 to .£3 Ts: extra Teavy baconers,
£3 10s to £3 145 6d.

At Burnside last week 135 head of fat ('a.tﬂe; were
yvarded. DButchers were uof ‘U[K‘ra,tiu.f_( keenly owing to
the approach of the holidays, and prices }_1;1(1 receded to
the extent of about 155 per head. Bidding was at no
time very brisk. The varding (’nmp}-ised a."farge pro-
portion of cow and heifer becf and light-weight stecrs,
there being very few heavy bullocks. Best bullocks
brought £15 to £16:; medium, £11 10s to £12 10s;
others, £9 10s to £10 10s; best cows, £8 to £10; me-

diunT, £8 10s to £7 10s; others, £5 10s to £6. Fat
Sheep.—2505, a full yarding. Some of the exporters
were not operating in midtton, and as a consequence
the sale was inclined to drag af times, Owing to the
freezing works being nearly full and there being only
one day to kill before the holidays, exporters wero
naturally reluctant to bid to any extent. Prices con-
sequently receded about 1s per head all round. The
varding comprised a Jarge proportion of ewes, with only
vne or two prime heavy-weight wethers.  Best wethers
realised 235 6d to 255 6d; moedinm, 21s {o 929 6d;
others, 1s Gd to 20s 6d: hest ewes, 205 io 22s; extra,
23s to 25s; medium, 15s (0 18s 6d ; others, 105 to 13s 6d.
Fat Lambs.—1232 penned, a small yarding. Prices
had advanced as compared witi previous week. Best
lambs sold at 20s o 22s 6d; medium, 17s to 10z 6d;
others, 14s 6d to 155 6d. The supply of plgs was about
eqyual to the demand, and consequently nrices showed
little alteration from tiose ruling lately.

IIOW A BREED I8 FORMED.

As most people know, a breed is a vartety., In
plants a new variety of a species is produced by erossing
oue variety on another. In the case of crossing two
species of Lthe renus, 1o produce a hybrid, 1he fertility
s generally destroyed, and the hyhrid cannot he per-
petnated.  In crossing twd oanimals or plants of the
same species but differing ore fram {he ofher, {he pro-
duct ix Tertile, though nat i s great s devree as in
avimals or plants of a like kind.  The descendants will
partake more stranuly of one pavent than (le other,
and these variations, in some vases, orop oub after
ceneratinus. Thie siriking back (0 some remote an-
cestor 15 notb, inirequent mmongsi, shierthorns, notwith-
standing the extreme care taken in hreeding, and the
many vears that have passed vinece ihe particular cross
was made.  On the other hand the Devons breed con-
stant to type or nearly =0, Tlervefords alen rebain this
constaney in general character to a rentarkable degree,
for the reason fhat they are an arivinal breed, and not
Bke the shorthorns, suade up of 4 niised lineage, and
developed withio o cornparatively shoel tiue,

PRYING OFF DAIRY (COWwWSs,

Most Yavmers Iook upnn the drving of cows as a
VOTY serious operation (savs a writer in the English
Agrivul Fupod €y, Many a cow haz had its value
detracted owing to the carclessness of the altendants
al this stage of her lactalion pericd,  Farmers have
widely different views as to how Tony a cow shounld bhe
dry, but, generally speaking, from six {5 twelve weeks
is the usnal time,” The former perind is prebably too
shovt. a rest, and twelve weeks tao lengthy for an aver-
age mitker: the latler peried. however, is certainly not
too Tomg for o cow giving a laree vield of milk, and
she will amply repay for the rest when she calves again.
On the other hand, «ix wecks is gquite suficient for a
poorer midker.

The reason feor drving cows s to give them a perind
of rexi, so that they can recuperate or recover from the
strain whieh the vielding of a large supply of milk has
placed upon them, and also To enable thew (o hetler
nonvish the toetus.  The cows which mosi benefit hy the
rest—t.e., the decp-milking ones - .are those which are
the most difficult to drv, while thnse which need Iittle
o no resh usually take French feave for a pretty Tony
whila, ‘Lo dry a deep and persistent. milker we shonld
cxperience little diffieult v, providing that we {ake an
intelligent interest i the work., When it is tine lo
commence drying the cow we shonld saurt by not milk-
ing her quite dry at each milking, and ;,rrndun‘ﬂy leav-
ing a little more in the udder at each sucecssive time.
A cow ngually gives only what milk is required of her,
and so by not taking all the niilk from her we cause a
gradual drying cffect upon her supply.

~

Lampware is going to be very dear buying. 1Tadn’t
you better make a selection from Bmith and Laing’s
stock, Invercargill, before they go up in price?

J. R. WOOD
CHEMIST & OPTICIAN

vision.

Prescriptions accurately dispensed with best drugs, under personal super-
Oculiats’ Orders filled. 'Phones 116 and 537.

WALDEGRAVE'S BUILDINGS, THE SQUARE, PALMERBT_ON N,




